CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
Due to the cancellation of the Meeting of the Parish Council scheduled to be held on Monday 5th October 2020 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard (cancelled due to Coronavirus and in line with government guidelines relating to social distancing and social isolation), the following interim action was taken by members of the Parish Council which will be ratified by full Council at their next proper meeting.

INTERIM ACTION BETWEEN MEETINGS
28. To Accept the Notes of Interim Action following the cancellation of the Meeting of the Parish Council scheduled to be held on 3rd August 2020 and the Zoom Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th August 2020 – The notes of the Interim Action of the Parish Council since the cancellation of the August Meeting and the Minutes of the Zoom Meeting to approve the accounts, were agreed in principle and will be signed the next time the Parish Council meets.
29. Correspondence and Information items received:
a) Notification permission granted for extension to existing detached garage.  Lancaster House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – Noted.
b) Notification permission granted for two storey rear extension and extension to detached garage.   The Stables, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard – Noted.
c) Notification of temporary road closures on Church Lane, Charnock Richard, over 5 consecutive weekends from 11.30pm on Saturdays until 9.00am on Sundays – 17-18th Oct, 24-25th Oct, 31-1st Nov, 7-8th Nov and 14-15th Nov to allow Network Rail to carry out bridge repair work – Noted.
d) Notification of temporary road closure on German Lane, Charnock Richard, between 9.00am and 3.00pm on Sunday 25th Oct to allow Network Rail to undertake a detailed examination of bridge – Noted.
e) Confirmation from Chorley Council tree officer that trees are safe on the amenity land at junction of Leeson Avenue and Willow Drive and that low branches have been removed – Noted.
f) ROSPA report following inspection of equipment at Mossie Close – Emailed to Councillors who do the inspections to report back once they have had chance to look at the report.
g) Confirmation from LCC planning officer that development at the Golf Course will cease until the installation of the traffic island is completed.  There is no need for the access to be widened as a swept path analysis has now been submitted which indicates that this is not necessary – Noted.
h) Notification that the CPRE AGM will be a virtual meeting on 23rd November at 11am.  If anyone wishes to join this meeting please let me know as you are required to pre-register – Noted.
i) A Thank You card from Mrs Janet Ogden for flowers received from the Parish Council and wishing all good wishes for the future – Noted.
j) Request for a donation from Charnock Richard Pre-school – As the Council used the £1000 earmarked for donations this year to assist in the provision of food boxes during lockdown, the Council will need to decide if they are going to hold this, and the previous request from the British Red Cross, over to next year or whether you wish to make further donations.
k) Consultation letter from NALC on the right to contest survey – Councillor Bishop would like to complete this survey if everyone is happy for her to do this – Noted.
l) Notification of 76th AGM of LALC – Sat 14th November 10am via Zoom – Apologies.
30. Reports from Parish Councillors
1) Councillor Shaw – The Chairman has asked that I convey to Parish Councillors that he will be taking a small step back from his office for a short while whilst continuing as Chairman.  He is feeling rather disillusioned and undermined in his role at the moment and asks that the Parish Council allow him time to think about his future on the Parish Council – Noted.
2) Reported activity and vehicle movements on Town Lane – reported to LCC – Noted.
31. Planning – observations on the following applications were submitted this month:
1) LCC/2020/0052 – Erection of recycling wash plant to process selected wastes.  Common Bank Works, Common Bank Lane, Chorley – Agreed – The Parish Council objects to these proposals. Full response submitted attached as Report 1.
2) 20/01012/FUL – Erection of 2 buildings comprising industrial unites (Use Class B2) following demolition of existing buildings and removal of onsite containers, plant and machinery.  Scrap Yard, Town Lane, Charnock Richard – Agreed – The Council object to the proposals.  Full response submitted below, as Report 2. 
3) Notification of amendments to 20/00252/FULHH – Changes to the proposal for extensions and alterations at 1 Yewlands Avenue, Charnock Richard – Agreed – No Objections.

32. Accounts – for payment by agreement, to be ratified the next time the Parish Council meets.
Accounts for Payment:

Playsafety Limited
ROSPA play equipment inspections



   £115.80

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)
 (for August)




   £692.24
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk           £120.26 (for August)





NI due by Parish Council
  £11.11 (for August)

   £131.37
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)
 (for September)



   £692.24

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk           £120.26 (for September)





NI due by Parish Council
  £11.11 (for September)
   £131.37

Receipts:

Chorley Council

Southern Parishes Neighbourhood Priority contribution
 £2000.00

Agreed - that Payment and Receipt of the above accounts is accepted.
33. Lengthsman’s Payment – Payment for August made in September 5 weeks @ 25 hours per week = 125 hours + 4.5 additional hours = 129.5 @ £8.80 per hour = Total paid £1139.60.  Payment for September due today 5th October 4 weeks @ 25 hours per week = 100 hours @ £8.80 per hour = Total to be paid £880.00.  Agreed - that Payment of the Lengthsman is accepted.  
34. Next Meeting:

Monday 2nd November 2020 – Zoom Meeting
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
Report 1
LCC/2020/0052 - The Parish Council object very strongly to the proposals in this application.  

A number of residents living close to the site, on the Charnock Richard side of the river, have contacted the Parish Council with their objections and notifying the Council that these works started back in March and, that heavy construction is still underway, all being undertaken without planning permission.  Ruttles first application, subsequently withdrawn, was to abstract 20,160 cubic metres of water from the river Yarrow per year (80 cubic metres per day), however, the Council now understands that a licence was granted to abstract 20,160 cubic metres per year, at a rate of 80 cubic metres per day, 10 cubic metres per hour and 2.8 litres per second for mineral washing purposes from the River Yarrow at Old Bleach Works between grid reference SD 56360 17188 and SD 56435 17186 of water back in July 20, the filtered water to be either lost in production or returned to a lagoon to be used again, not back in the river.  It is also understood that Ruttle Plant have made an application to vary their waste licence to incorporate the washing of waste on site, which is yet to be determined.  No of this information, licences or permissions were ever notified to the Parish Council.

The Parish Council object to the fact that: 

1. Footings & building work are well underway which gives no room for residents who will be affected to have the site moved west of its current location due to there being a natural bank which would afford more protection from Excessive noise and light pollution (the existing site for crushing & screening is already extremely noisy) this will increase for longer periods of time to feed the new recycling plant.

2. The application states it cannot be seen from paths, however, the whole site next to the river is surrounded by paths and can most certainly be seen & heard (A Parish Councillor having walked the path in the rain reported that she could actually hear the men talking let alone the machinery).

3. One resident’s main concern would be around the erecting and maintaining the 10 metre bund - particularly around heavy noise emitting plant, (especially crushers) which will be in more constant use on site to provide the new set process plant with feedstock.

4. The immediate surrounding area is Green belt and also forms part of Chorley Yarrow Valley Park which is extensively used by residents of West Chorley for recreation.  Therefore, the site is in full view of a number of footpaths including the famous Chorley Circular Route & the access gate to the site passes directly across.  There also appear to be newly constructed roads which again are not on the planning application.

5. Most importantly the Environmental Impact of the proposals gives serious cause for concern.  
This area of the river has been extensively nurtured and restored to a clear flowing river, with an abundance of wildlife, Herons, Kingfishers, Deer to name a few, there is no mention of what the wash recycling plant will put back to pollute the river itself, sand, silt, rock, concrete, washing solvents and chemicals,

The Parish Council do not believe this recycling site has to be located here, Ruttles have a big enough site to have it well away from the river embankments.  The Parish Council cannot imagine how much inert waste they will create with a recycling plant producing up to 250,000 tons per year, 8 hours a day, 6 days a week and how dealing with that waste will impact on the local roads and infrastructure around Charnock Richard and neighbouring Parishes.  The Parish Council are totally opposed to these proposals and feel there are more appropriate locations, both in the Borough and even on the Ruttles site itself where these could be located.

Report 2
20/01012/FUL - The Parish Council object to the proposals on the grounds of highway safety. Whilst the Council accept that the proposals would tidy up the site there is huge concern about the detrimental impact the type of vehicles using the industrial site would have on Town Lane. Town Lane is totally inadequate to support the type and volume of traffic the use of the site as an industrial site would involve. The volume of traffic, the number of vehicular movements and the type of traffic doing the movements e.g.: HGV's, industrial machinery would severely impact the residents of Town Lane i.e.: their loss of amenity and the quiet enjoyment they have living on Town Lane. The proposals would compromise highway safety for residents, young children who play in the street, pedestrians and walkers who use the route to access the public rights of way off Town Lane. Also, damage could occur to residents' vehicles parked on the lane if large vehicles are travelling at speed (this has occurred in the past). Town Lane also has a history of flooding due to poor, inadequate and blocked drainage. The junction of Town Lane and the A49 are frequently flooded during rainfall and this will also impact on highway safety, particularly in icy conditions. Furthermore, the types of vehicles using this site will have an adverse impact on the road surface with continual use. There is also the very low bridge on route to the site. Large vehicles have in the past caused significant damage to the bridge, many containers have been dragged under the bridge due to their height being too great when on the vehicle. Again this damaged both the bridge and the carriageway. If a vehicle is too large to go under the bridge and no means of lowering is available, then the vehicle will be forced to reverse some 300 metres to get back up Town Lane and would have to reverse on to the A49 which would be extremely dangerous.
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