CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
Minutes of the remote Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 11th January 2021 at 7.30 pm via the zoom platform.
Present:  Councillors Mrs A Bishop (Acting Chairman), H Heaton, Ms Jackson, Mrs E Butcher, 

Mrs L Birchall and L Cheetham.  

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)

NO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT WHO WISHED TO SPEAK
51. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors Cornwell, A J Shaw and J Hill.  Late apologies were received from Councillor Mrs Watson.
52. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
53. To Accept the draft Minutes of the Remote Parish Council Meeting held on 7th December 2020 - The draft Minutes of the Remote Parish Council Meeting held Monday 7th December 2020 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting - Resolved: The Minutes of the Meeting were accepted as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.
54. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 3) – Accepted.  
55. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Response from PCSO to reported increase in substance abuse in the village – Councillors were not particularly happy with the response, however, they do accept that Covid-19 related problems and issues are the priority at the moment.  It was reported that a previous problem on German Lane was addressed by a covert drugs team operation following repeated reports from residents.  The Lengthsman will be asked to highlight hotspots in the Parish and evidence will be collected to support the reported problems.  Car registration numbers, dates and times is all helpful information for the Police.  Councillor Cheetham will also identify locations which need reporting whilst on his daily walks through the village.
b) Notification of extension to consultation on the Standards Survey – Noted – no comments.
c) LCC Budget Consultation – Whilst Councillors accept that everyone will be taxed in some way once the pandemic is over and, that many businesses would not have survived without government grants, the Parish Council believe that LCC should be using their reserves to make up any shortfalls this year rather than increasing the Council Tax to fund their essential services.  They should be lobbying central government for additional funding not the householder.
d) Details of Orange Button Community Scheme – Display in the notice boards and website.
e) Info. from the Rural/Market Town Grouping in the Rural Services Network following your acceptance of trial membership – Noted.
f) Further information from Mr Paul Leadbetter re: application to join the Parish Council – This information will be held on file until the February Parish Council Meeting.
g) Late items of correspondence received – i) Following the report at the December Meeting in relation to activity at the Motocross track off Croston Lane - the Clerk reported information on the current position given by the planning enforcement officer.  The Certificate of Lawfulness granted for the site in 2017 allowed for a track in a figure of 8 shape, and allowed for 14 uses/events/days per year.  The officer confirmed that the existing unfinished track has been extended to finish off the figure of 8.  No engineering work has been done to the track and extending the track is acceptable.  Planting, soil moving and landscaping of the original track certified as permissible in 2017, is not considered "development" as this is not an engineering operation.  The material imported onto the site is not hardcore, it is a cinder like material which has been used to reinforce the pre-existing access road.  The portable cabins brought onto the site do require planning permission and are currently the subject of a retrospective planning application (Ref: 20/01374/FUL).  The officer said if residents feel the noise or nuisance caused by the use of the track is unacceptable they will need to provide evidence of this fact for consideration and, advised keeping a log/journal of times, dates, duration of the noise and nuisance, and any other nuisance they consider this may cause, which can be used as evidence when considering the impact of the operation.  ii) Copy of the play area safety inspection from Councillor Cheetham – All items raised previously, and by the ROSPA report, have now been addressed. Now the restricting pole has been put in by the gate a new spring is not required.
56. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1)
A new grit bin is required at German Lane & an additional grit bin is required on Back Lane.
2)
The Parish Council will send a letter of thanks to Mr Curry for his assistance in securing and delivering approximately 80 ready meals to residents in the village in lockdown, from NWAS.

3)
There is again an increasing problem with dog fouling in the Parish.  On school routes and near the elderly people’s bungalows on Chorley Lane is particularly bad.  The Neighbourhood Officer will be asked to look into this and a request for additional signage for display around the village will be made.  CCTV could help with this problem and signs could be erected to highlight this.  It was suggested that the school could educate the children who would pass this info. on to their parents.

4)
It was reported that the motorway service station access roads are now open in both directions, and have been since before Christmas.  This results in more traffic through the village, travelling at faster speeds to access the motorway.  There are more children, and people in general, walking around the village during lockdown.  It was reported that they re-opened the northbound slip road so that key workers at Preston Hospital could access the motorway.  This will be monitored and revisited after the lockdown is lifted.  Registration numbers of speeding vehicles can be given to the PCSO.  Welcome Break will be asked to clarify why the north bound slip road is open.

5)
A number of builders’ vehicles are obstructing the footway and parking at the side of the road on the A49 in connection with building work at Wenderholm.  A request that vehicles be parked within the curtilage of the property rather than on the road or footway will be made.

6)
A suggestion was made for the grassed area which does not have play equipment on at Mossie Close play area, but which the Parish Council rent from the Trustees.  It was suggested that a cycle track could be put in here, just a simple gravel path on the grass very similar to the one installed at Orchard Gardens.  It would not be a simple job but would be a good use of space and the signage would need to be amended to allow bikes to use the track. This may be achievable using CIL money.

7)
The Council will follow up the email to the Hinds Head informing the landlord that a retrospective planning application is required.  It was suggested that permission or agreement of any partners in the business and possibly Admiral Taverns who own the Hinds Head, may be needed.

7)
It was confirmed that the delivery of Christmas Meals by the Hinds Head was problematic but did work.  However, any future initiatives like this will need to be dealt with via the Clerk, with sufficient time given to discuss and address the project, and put any necessary requirements in place.
9)
Overgrown hedges at Sibberings Brow, in front of the derelict bungalow, need cutting back.

10)
Overgrown hedges on Charter Lane, where the vacant building plots are, need cutting back.

11)
Mrs M’s is currently delivering care packages of essential foods to residents in the village during this third lockdown.  As the initiative worked very well when the Parish Council undertook to deliver essentials in the second lockdown, it was suggested that a similar exercise be undertaken again with the current lockdown.  Councillors agreed that deliveries once again be made.  The Clerk will circulate the existing list and request any amendments.  Having spoken to the Charity Trustees about this the Clerk confirmed that they would once again be happy to contribute towards the cost of these deliveries.  Once the recipient list is finalised, a list of volunteers to deliver will be compiled.
57. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Peter Lathom Trust - Councillor Hill attended a remote meeting. A cheque will be issued to the Trustees in due course.  This will be paid to the Council to assist towards the delivery of essentials in the second lockdown.
58. Planning
20/01356/DEMCON – Application for prior determination for the proposed demolition of buildings associated with the former Camelot Theme Park.  Camelot Theme Park, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections.
20/01342/TPO – Application for works to protected tree – Chorley BC TPO 2 (Charnock Richard) 1995.  T2 – Austrian Pine – Fell. 31A Church Lane, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections.
59. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:
Lea Hough & Co

Rent for Orchard Gardens


£100.00

Lea Hough & Co

Rent for land adjacent to Orchard Gardens
  £25.00
   £125.00

CR Charity Trustees

Rent for Mossie Close play area



   £100.00
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £692.24

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk         £120.26





NI due by Parish Council
£11.11


               £131.37

Receipts:  

Wrightington PC

Contribution towards Annual cost of Zoom


     £59.95

Metal bins will be purchased for Orchard Gardens and the Clerk will ask if CIL money can be used to install a water supply at Orchard Gardens.

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments & receipts.
60. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this month, 4 weeks, 125 Hours( additional hours required for gritting and work at Mossie Close Play Area) @ £8.80 per hour = £1,100.00.  
Resolved:  Total Paid £1,100.00.
Next Meeting:
Monday 1st February 2021 – 7.00pm Remote Zoom Budget Meeting

                                                                                  7.30 pm Remote Zoom Parish Council Meeting 

Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend

Meeting Closed:  8.50 pm

Chairman:









Date:

REPORT 1

Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification permission granted for the erection of two buildings comprising industrial units (Use Class B2) following demolition of existing buildings and removal onsite containers, plant and machinery.  Scrap Yard, Town Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification permission granted for change of use of stables into cattery and extension of existing stable block.  Heidale, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
c) Formal notification of temporary road closure on Church Lane, from 30/1/21 to 14/2/21 on Saturday morning over 3 consecutive weekends to enable Network Rail to carry out bridge repair works.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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