CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
Minutes of the BUDGET MEETING held on Monday 1st February 2021 at 7.00 pm via the Zoom platform.
Present:  Councillors A J Shaw (Chairman), Mrs A Bishop, Mrs L Birchall, L Cheetham, H Heaton, Ms C Jackson, Mrs E Butcher and Mrs L Watson.  Also present Borough Councillor Whittaker.
Apologies:  Were received and accepted from Councillors A Cornwell, G Brennand and J Hill. (all are consulted on agenda items by telephone as they do not have access to zoom technology.)
Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force – There were no declarations of interest at this point.
To discuss the Current Financial Years Expenses and Anticipated Expenses:  The Clerk read aloud, and the Council discussed, Income, Expenditure and Estimated Expenditure for the remainder of the current financial year.  The estimated income and expenditure for 2020/21, and anticipated income and expenditure for 2021/22, was explained in full and accepted by Councillors.  Councillor Heaton suggested that the Parish Council choose to pay for the hire of the Parish Rooms despite not holding meetings due to Covid as the building still required upkeep and maintenance during the closure.  The question of whether any rent relief was given to the pre-school when the Parish Rooms was closed was raised.  Councillor Heaton will look into this.  Some Councillors suggested paying a donation rather than the full rent minus the cost of zoom.  Payment will be included in the budget and discussed at a future meeting.  Following discussions it was Resolved:  That no invoices will be issued for 2021 for sponsorship of the planters in the Parish due to the impact of Covid-19 on the local businesses who sponsor the planters.  The Lengthsman’s current hourly rate of £8.80 per hour will be increased to £9.00 per hour, 25 hours per week, totalling £11,700 per annum with effect from 1st April 2021.  The Clerk confirmed that she will not require a rise in the current hourly rate of £15.00 per hour, therefore this will remain unchanged for 2021/22.  
To discuss projects for the next Financial Year:  Plans and supporting information are being gathered together for the re-location of the access and installation of a drop kerb and, creation of a car park on land adjacent to the Orchard Gardens and, the addition of paved areas for picnic tables on the Orchard Gardens site.  A planning application will be submitted as soon as all the information is available.  The current pandemic has impacted on progress with the car park, therefore as discussed last year, progress with the car park project is important this year.  Due to the significant cost of this project it was suggested that the project be phased so that progress can be made with clearing, levelling and installing the compacted base, thus preventing further weed growth and the need for ongoing tidying and cutting back.  Volunteers are currently keeping this area cut back and cut down.  It was reported that carrying water to the site is becoming an issue and it was therefore suggested that the installation of a water supply to the site would be a much better use of CIL money.  Councillor Heaton suggested obtaining more estimates for the cost of work to create the car park – possibly looking at different types of surfacing.  It was reported that the Eco surfacing initially suggested is the best but that it may be cheaper to use a different surface.  Again it was reported that a permeable surface would be better to prevent adding to the flooding problems on Church Lane and to assist with drainage of the site.  The Parish Council continues to support the Community Centre Trust and the remaining £5000.00 budgeted, will be carried forward to 2021/22 to support the refurbishment programme on this building provided that, when the expenditure is required it is approved at a full Parish Council Meeting and funds are permitting and remain in place.
To set the Parish Precept for 2021/2022:  The Clerk explained how the Precept is worked out and how it correlates with a Band D property Council Tax Charge.  Taking account of all above factors, potential income and expenditure for the remainder of the current financial year, projects, and the predicted balance to be carried forward it was proposed and seconded that the Parish Requirement for 2021/22 remain the same as last year at £30,000.00.  It was Resolved:  That a Parish Requirement of £30,000.00 for the 2021/2022 financial year is required.  This figure will include the top up grant from the Borough Council of £345.00.  Therefore, the Parish Precept will be £29,655.00 + the Top up Grant of £345.00 = £30.000.00.
Meeting Closed:  7:35pm.
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