CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
Minutes of the remote Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 1st February 2021 at 7.30pm via the Zoom platform.  
Present:  Councillors A J Shaw (Chairman), Mrs A Bishop, Mrs L Birchall, L Cheetham, H Heaton, Ms C Jackson, Mrs E Butcher and Mrs L Watson.  Also present Borough Councillor Whittaker.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)

Borough Councillor Whittaker – reported – permission has been granted to demolish buildings at Camelot, with no reference to future housing applications being made.  He reported that there was a proposal to close off the electricity to the site but this would lead to a risk of sewage running into the watercourse which he reported to Chorley Council and subsequently United Utilities.  It is important that the Parish Council are aware of the possibilities in the future if someone is careless.  Reports of speculative developments taking place because a government minister overturned an area of safeguarded land for development in a few Parishes.  House builders are taking advantage of the shortfall in development land, as has happened in Eccleston.  Councillor Whittaker advised that the Parish Council look after any safeguarded land in the village and if this goes and the government push for further development the only land available could be Green Belt land, with even small areas being at risk.  He reported on a presentation from LCC about school provision and the fact that LCC need to provide school places but availability may not be where the pupil lives.  Councillor Heaton asked if Councillor Whittaker knew what Chorley Councils housing quota is per year.  Councillor Whittaker reported that, the memorandum of understanding said that because Chorley Council had built so many houses they hoped that their quota would be approx. 250 per year.  Central Government said no to this and said they want approx. 500 per year.  It would appear therefore, that Chorley Council set a precedent by their previous years of overdevelopment.  He reported that Chorley Council will be increasing the Council Tax by 1.99% for 2021/22.  
Councillor Mrs Berry – suggested that the Parish Council may wish to put a Neighbourhood Plan in place of what the village would like to see in the future e.g.: at Camelot, so that they are better prepared when the developer decides to proceed.  The Chairman explained that the Parish Council had looked into a Neighbourhood Plan some years ago and there were quite a few obstacles to creating one including the cost and the willingness of residents to be involved in compiling one.  It was suggested that as there are grants available to assist in this process the Council could possibly revisit this in the future.  Regarding the planning proposals at Blainscough, Chorley Council has said they will fight it robustly and close neighbours to the site all object to the proposals.  It appears that all local villages are looking to fight some form of development in their area and the white paper released in the autumn suggested relaxing planning regulations.  It was reported that as part of the Local Plan review process which is now underway, Camelot has been suggested as a potential future site for development.  Councillor Berry went on to ask about Community Resilience during Covid and whether there are any concerns or gaps in resources e.g.: for hot food, digital inclusion, lack of technology for home schooling, for shopping or other resources.  Councillor Berry asked that any feedback should be sent to her so that she can assess the area.  Councillor Bishop reported that community volunteers and Parish Councillors had visited the lonely, bereaved and isolated residents during the pandemic, delivering food and food parcels.  The local shopkeeper had delivered care packages to many residents in the village.  It was confirmed that there had been a strong sense of community and great community spirit during the lockdowns.  Councillor Berry confirmed that evidence shows that more and more people are, and have been, affected by this.  Wellbeing packs, including paper and pencils etc. have been delivered.  Younger Councillors are communicating with residents when going to school, discreetly checking on people and highlighting those in need.  The current lockdown has presented different problems and has been very difficult for parents who are not key workers but who can go back to work as only children of key workers can go to school.  This has resulted in parents having to make a choice between work with childcare or, staying at home to look after their children with not form of financial support available to them to deal with this.  Councillor Berry asked that if the Parish Council feels that outside help is required, please contact her.  Chorley Council has working groups who can help with foot and for people struggling with utility bills.  Funding is available and groups can apply for funding to start initiatives up.  It was reported that recently a Parish Councillor started up a uniform exchange group on social media to help parents.  It was reported that Chorley Council are consulting on a scrutiny group on public transport e.g.: looking at opening Coppull railway station and on a school study.  There is an opportunity to feed into the scrutiny group by March.
Members of the public present – reported – around November 2020 a resident reported huge problems with the motocross track of Croston Lane and that a large quantity of stone had been imported, to Chorley Council with no reply.  A different resident subsequently contacted the head of enforcement at Chorley Council, Adele Hayes, pointing out numerous issues, problems and reasons to visit the site but nothing happened.  Chorley Council is trying to pass the issue of the hardcore imported to LCC but what about the approx. 540 tonnes of hardcore brought on to a Greenfield site.  The enforcement officer reported that they had a certificate of lawfulness for the track; however, the layout is nothing like it was 3 years ago.  Residents have provided the Parish Council with a list of facts including the fact that 27, fully laden, 32 tonne lorries have been down Croston Lane over the past few months.  The current retrospective planning application is for cabins and a container.  The applicant wants to have more than the 14 events permitted and has stated this to Chorley Council.  There have been no planning applications for the roads, the car parking/hardstanding created, the diesel generators or the lights on the site.  The public footpath through the site is blocked and unusable.  The land is Green Belt but hedges and trees have been removed and 2 ponds have been filled in.  Since this work has all been undertaken on this site, 1 property bordering the site on Mill Lane, has now experienced flooding and the 2 properties in this vicinity get fogging and fumes on rally days.  Noise reports have been undertaken but nobody seems to take any notice of them.  Councillor Heaton confirmed that, having visited the site, everything the residents have reported is correct.  The residents would like the Parish Council to voice their strong objections to the developments at the site.  Borough Councillor Berry was also asked to support the residents with this matter who suggested that County Councillor Iddon should be involved, however, it was confirmed that Councillor Iddon is not particularly pro-active on many matters in the village.  Councillor Berry agreed to escalate this to the Resilience Forum at LCC, under the Chief Executive, Angie Ridgewell.  It was also reported that flooding to the carriageway on Croston Lane remains a serious issue with the edge of the carriageway falling away and causing a danger.  It was reported that 2 trenches were excavated in the field adjacent to the road to expose the land drain which appears to be blocked somewhere as it is not taking all the water away.  It was further reported that last summer, 2 lorry loads of earth were pushed into the pit where the water is supposed to drain to.  Once again LCC need to be involved in discussions with the landowners.
61. Apologies – Were received and accepted from Councillors A Cornwell, G Brennand and J Hill. (All are consulted on agenda items by telephone as they do not have access to zoom technology.)
62. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force. There were no declarations of interest at this point.
63. To accept the draft Minutes of the Remote Parish Council Meeting held on 11th January 2021 - The draft Minutes of the Remote Parish Council Meeting held Monday 11th January 2021 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting - Resolved: The Minutes of the Meeting were accepted as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.
64. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 6) – Accepted. 
65. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Response from Landlord, Hinds Head, confirming that he is recovering from Covid and getting things back in place.  The right people have been informed and the submission of plans will be done as soon as possible – Councillors were unaware of any break in the service provided by the Hinds Head in recent months due to Covid.  It would appear that references to breaches of Covid guidelines may be true if videos on social media are correct.  It was confirmed that this is not something the Parish Council can police or enforce and residents reporting this should be directed to make their reports to the Police.  Councillors confirmed that regardless of Covid-19 they do not accept that the landlord cannot have plans drawn up and submitted for a retrospective planning application for the development undertaken at the Hinds Head.  Some Councillors offered to help with the plans and the planning process by providing contact details for appropriate officers who can deal with this.  It was Resolved:  That the Parish Council will inform the landlord that the lengthy delay in submitting a retrospective application is unacceptable and that if an application is not forthcoming shortly they will have no option but to report this to the enforcement officer at Chorley Council for action.
b) Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition 2021 – No definite plans for 2021 – but they will follow government guidance – 2 possibilities i) run outdoor judging as normal from June but reducing judges travel or ii) organise a smaller virtual competition with no entry fees and one small trophy –villages to send a short video of the highlights of their village – The Council support the second option.
c) Travel for Life – a free online road safety presentation from LCC – This is a good idea and may be useful to stream on the community Facebook page if allowed.
d) Info. from LALC – i) details of a land registry survey ii)  Training timetable and booking forms for 2021  iii) a report of the Joint Vision for Planning – Councillor Birchall would like to attend both new Councillors modules.  Councillor Bishop would like to attend the Chairmanship course.  Councillor Jackson will check her diary.
e) Late items of correspondence received – i)  Email report of the damaged bench near the Hinds Head and the dislodged/sunken electricity cover in the pavement near the junction of Church Lane/Chorley Lane which presents a trip hazard – Will be reported to LCC.  ii) Letter of thanks for the Parish Council food donations – Noted.  iii) Notification of the next Chorley Liaison Meeting – Apologies will be submitted.  iv) Consultation on the Bretherton Neighbourhood Plan - Noted.
66. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1)
The Lengthsman will be asked to sweep and remove leaves and debris from the edge of the carriageway from the Church Lane/Charter Lane junction to the Almshouses.

2)
It was reported, despite the golf course being closed golfers are sneaking onto the course to play.  The green keeper has stopped some, but it was reported that the owner will prosecute offenders.

3)
The street light at the end of Church Lane is damaged and the lamp is now hanging down onto the sign and wires are clearly visible.
4)
An email about an app called Next Door Charnock Richard was reported.  It was suggested that this could possibly be a scam.

5)
There are numerous potholes on Charter Lane which require attention in the school holidays.

6)
Cars and work vans are still parking on the carriageway and causing an obstruction outside Wenderholm, Preston Road.  The homeowner has been requested to use off street parking on site.
7)
A post on social media reporting that the grit bin at Meadowlands is locked was reported.  It was confirmed that this issue arises annually at this time.  If anyone other than the Lengthsman is allowed to have a key it could result in no grit being available for the junctions.  It was reported that the Parish Council do not have to provide the additional grit bins that they do in the village.  The Lengthsman has been gritting the various junctions in the early hours of the morning and has been doing a good job in the village.
8)
It was reported that the Lengthsman has erected numerous additional signs around the village to deter dog owners from allowing their dogs to foul and encouraging them to pick up after their dogs.
67. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Delivery of 138 bags of food essentials will be undertaken on Saturday 6th February by some Councillors, the Clerk and some volunteer residents.  Bags should be collected from Mrs M’s Pantry at 11am for delivery. 
68. Precept 2020/2021 - Resolved:  Following detailed discussions at the Budget Meeting held prior to this Meeting, the Parish Council agreed a Parish Requirement of £30,000.00 for the 2021/2022 financial year is required.  This figure will include the top up grant from the Borough Council of £345.00.  Therefore, the Parish Precept will be £29,655.00 + the Top up Grant of £345.00 = £30,000.00.
69. Appointment of Parish Councillor by Co-option – As there has only been one applicant for the vacant post it was proposed, seconded and Resolved:  That Mr Paul Leadbetter is appointed to the vacant post of Charnock Richard Parish Councillor with effect from the next Parish Council Meeting.
70. Planning
20/01374/FUL – Installation of site cabins (retrospective).  Chisnall House Farm, Croston Lane, Charnock Richard – Councillor Heaton reported that he has visited the site and looked on google earth and the materials imported do appear to be hardcore rather than cinders.  It was further reported that the public footpath has been obliterated whilst the planning application form says not public footpaths are affected.  The Parish Council do feel that the site has been developed beyond what was permitted in the Certificate of Lawfulness granted some years ago and therefore planning permission should be required.   Resolved:  The Council object very strongly to the proposals as they would constitute an intrusion in the Green Belt and affect the openness of the Green Belt.  Also, there are several inaccuracies on the application form. The applicant Mr McGarry does not live at Chisnall House Farm, Croston Lane.  In order to facilitate the siting of the cabins a considerable amount of hardcore has been brought on to the site to provide the hardstanding for the cabins.  The application form states, there is no existing vehicle parking space and none will be added however, it appears the area around the cabins has been extended using the hardcore imported to create a large area where vehicles may park.  The Council question how it is possible to service a motocross event without any parking? as is stated on the application form.  The land adjacent to where the cabins will be sited was and is full of trees and hedges some of which have been removed to facilitate the applicant’s proposals.  In relation to the effects on biodiversity, the application states there will be no effect.  There is a Biological Heritage Site adjoining the motocross track site which will be affected by the increased number of visitors to the developed site which the cabins will service, the noise, the fumes, the potential for pollution from fuel, oil and any spillages, all pose a threat. It is understood one of the cabins will provide toilet facilities, there is no detail provided on how foul sewage will be disposed of.  Neither is there a fresh water source to the site to service the toilets or the canteen.  Hazardous substances, namely oil and fuel, will be stored in the steel container forming part of this application, both highly combustible but not referred to on the planning application from.  The site is clearly visible from the public footpath and several properties on Croston Lane, Mill Lane and Carr House Lane, again incorrect on the application form.  The proposals would have a significant detrimental impact on the area if permitted.
20/01399/OUTMAJ – Outline planning application for the erection of up to 123 dwellings (including 30% affordable housing) with public open space provision, structure planting and landscaping, and vehicular access points from Grange Drive.  All matters reserved save for access.  Land adjacent Blainscough Hall, Blainscough Lane, Coppull – The Parish Council object to the proposals.  The single access proposed from Spendmore Lane has design flaws which make it hazardous.  The increase in vehicular movements to and from the development will compromise highway safety on roads in Coppull and in neighbouring Parishes.  The local infrastructure in Coppull and the neighbouring Parish of Charnock Richard is inadequate, with school places difficult to secure and doctors surgeries hard pressed to serve their local communities.  Local shops, dentists, opticians and leisure facilities are simply not big enough to cope with the demand from existing homeowners, without the increased pressure of additional demand from new housing provision.  The additional pressure on an already inadequate drainage system in the area will result in flooding issues.  The loss of trees, woodland and wildlife habitats will have a significant detrimental impact on the area which is currently a haven for wildlife.  The impact on the traffic levels and already existing parking problems in Charnock Richard will be heightened as residents of the new development seek to find school and pre-school places in our Parish.  The Parish Council do not believe there is sufficient local infrastructure available to support further development in Coppull.
71. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:
Mrs M’s Village Pantry
Essential food boxes for delivery



 £1380.00

CPRE



Annual Subscriptions





     £36.00

Mrs C A Cross

Reimburse cost of bins for Orchard Gardens


     £36.95
Chorley Council

Amenity Grass Cutting




   £179.10

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £692.24

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk         £120.26





NI due by Parish Council
£11.11


               £131.37

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and that the quarterly bank reconciliation statement for the financial period ending 31st December 2020 is accepted.

72. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this month, 4 weeks, 116 Hours (additional 16 hours required for gritting) @ £8.80 per hour = £1,020.80.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,020.80.
73. Complaint & Code of Conduct – It was explained that this has been placed on the agenda following an email exchange between Councillors Birchall, Jackson, Watson and Bishop which has raised some issues with regard to how email responses are worded and how Councillors address fellow Councillors.   Councillor Jackson explained that she was uncomfortable with some of the responses she had read from Councillor Birchall and confirmed that not all Parish Councillors can be at their computer/laptop all the time and able to respond quickly.  Many Councillors lead busy lives both at home and at work and some with young families.  However, there is no excuse for not being polite or professional when responding.  There have been a few emails over the last couple of months containing comments which it is felt were personal and issues not dealt with properly.  As volunteers in this role Councillors should not have to face criticism by email.  It was stressed that all Councillors need to be mindful of this when compiling email responses, ensuring that emails are worded in such a way that they do not cause offense or criticism.  Making insinuations or accusations in emails is not what a Parish Council should be.  Everyone is under pressure, particularly during the pandemic, but responses should not be critical or derisive.  Councillors must remember that a copy of all emails can be requested by anyone under the Freedom of Information Act and must be provided.  Councillors were asked to use this fact as a guide when sending emails to fellow Councillors or the Clerk together with the principles contained in the Code of Conduct.  It was suggested that if face to face meetings had been held this probably would not have happened and that the pandemic resulted in increased email exchanges and zoom meetings.  Councillor Heaton agreed that at times things do get heated and that some Councillors try their best to get their point over when it is something they are passionate about.  Councillor Birchall when asked if she wished to comment reiterated the Chairman’s comment from his email of August 2020, that she feels that a Parish Council Meeting is an inappropriate forum to discuss this.  Councillor Watson feels that if Councillors are open and honest, but polite and respectful then there is no issue.  The Chairman asked that a line now be drawn under this matter and that Parish Council business be resumed.
Next Meeting:
Monday 1st March 2021 – 7.30 pm Remote Zoom Parish Council Meeting 

Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend

Meeting Closed:  10.00 pm

Chairman:









Date:

REPORT 1

Matters arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification permission granted for single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory).  14 Town Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification permission granted for tree works to a protected tree – Chorley BC TPO 2 (Charnock Richard) 1995 – T2 – Austrian Pine – fell, 31A Church Lane, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification approval granted for proposed demolition of buildings associated with the former Camelot Theme Park, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard.

d) Notification that LCC granted permission for the erection of a recycling wash plant to process selected wastes, Common Bank Works, Common Bank Lane – with conditions.
e) Confirmation from the Rural/Market Town Group that they will be extending the offer of free trial membership until the end of July 2021.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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