CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of The Annual Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 18 May 2021 at 7:30 pm, immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane.

(TO COMPLY WITH COVID-19 REGULATIONS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING, NUMBERS ALLOWED IN THE SCOUT HUT WERE LIMITED TO 19 AT ANY ONE TIME (including Parish Councillors, the Clerk, and members of the Public).  A ONE-WAY SYSTEM IN & OUT OF THE BUILDING WAS IN OPERATION.  ATTENDEES MUST SCAN THE TRACK & TRACE QR CODE DISPLAYED OR LEAVE NAMES AND CONTACT DETAILS IN THE BOOK PROVIDED.  2 METRE SOCIAL DISTANCING WAS OBSERVED.  MASKS OR VISORS WERE WORN INSIDE THE BUILDING.  HAND SANITISER WAS USED ON ENTRY TO THE BUILDING.  IDEALLY ONLY 1 PERSON FROM EACH HOUSEHOLD WILL BE ADMITTED)
Present:  Councillors A J Shaw (Chairman), Mrs A Bishop, Ms C Jackson, J Hill, P Leadbetter, 
L Cheetham and A Cornwell.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 
Members of the Public Present – reported that drainage work on the A49 Preston Road, near the Town Lane junction is now complete.  The residents hope that the large amount of work undertaken will solve the longstanding flooding problems at this location.  Pipework has been replaced, more outlet grids have been installed and a waterfall has been created into the stream, resurfacing work at the junction is all that is left to be completed.  The residents thanked Borough Councillor Whittaker for his help with this matter and hope that the 40 year wait to address the problem has been worth it.
1. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors Mrs Butcher, Mrs Watson, G Brennand and H Heaton (who will be arriving late).    Apologies were also received from BC Whitaker.
2. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
3. Appointment of Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office – The Clerk reported comments on the appointment from Councillors Mrs Butcher and Heaton who both believe that Councillor Shaw should continue in the office of Chairman until the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May 2022.  Following discussions on this subject Councillor Cornwell proposed Councillor Shaw be appointed Chairman for a further 12 month term of office, this was seconded by Councillor Leadbetter - Resolved:  Councillor Shaw be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council for 2021/2022.  Councillor Shaw signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
4.   Appointment of Vice-Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office – The Clerk reported 

comments from Councillor Mrs Butcher who suggested that Councillor Cheetham may wish to take up the office of Vice-Chairman.  Following discussions on this subject Councillor Cornwell proposed Councillor Bishop as Vice-Chairman, this was seconded by Councillor Hill - Resolved:  Councillor Bishop be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for 2021/20202.  Councillor Bishop signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

5.   Appointments to Committees:   Resolved:  The following appointments were made:

a)   Planning Committee – Councillors Shaw, Heaton, Hill, Mrs






      Watson & Mrs Bishop.






b)   Amenities, Lengthsman’s & Best Kept Village Committee – 






      This Committee shall include all Parish Councillors, the 






      Chairman to be appointed at the first meeting held following 






      this meeting and, any matters specifically relating to the 






      Lengthsman to go to the Clerk as his main point of contact.

c)   Chronicle Committee – Councillors feel this may be a waste of
      time.  With no regular schedule it is difficult for Parish Council 
      news to be up-to-date and relevant.  It was agreed that stepping 
      away from the Chronicle will not help to take it back to being a 
      village newsletter.  It was questioned whether the Parish Council 
      need to resume their Annual Newsletter.  The Parish Council 
      agreed to wait and see if the Chronicle resumes and if necessary 
      will appoint someone to undertake this role in due course.






d)   Website Committee - Councillors Cheetham & Mrs Butcher.






e)   Projects & Funding Working Party - Councillors Mrs Bishop 






      Hill & Shaw, as and when required.






f)   Cross-Committee (with Community Centre Trust) - All serving






      Parish Councillors as and when necessary.






g)   Play Equipment Inspection Committee - Councillors Cheetham, 






      Hill, and Ms Jackson.
6.   Appointment of Representatives To Outside Bodies:
   Resolved:  The following appointments 

      were made:





   a)   L.A.L.C – Cllr Cornwell.









   b)   Chorley Liaison - Cllr Cornwell.  (It 









         was agreed a stand in will be appointed 









         if Councillor Cornwell cannot attend).









   c)   Almshouse Trustees – Councillor 









         Leadbetter asked why do we need one/ 









         what is involved.  Following the Parish 









         Council Meeting, Councillor Watson 









         expressed an interest in becoming the 









         Parish Council representative.









   d)   Community Centre Trust – Cllrs 









         Heaton, and Hill.









   e)   Charnock Richard United Charities – 









         Cllrs Hill and Shaw.  Councillor 









         Jackson expressed an interest depending 









         on the extent of involvement and what 









         they do.
f)   Peter Lathom Charities – Cllr Hill.  

   g)  Southern Parishes Neighbourhood 

        Forum – Councillor Heaton will attend 

        now anyway due to his office as 

        Borough Councillor.  Councillor 

        Leadbetter will attend as the Parish   

        Council representative.
7. Adoption of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Members Code of Conduct, Complaints Procedure, Publication Scheme, Code of Practice for Dealing with Tenders, Risk Management Plan, Asset Register, Risk Management Register, Terms of Reference for Committees and all GDPR documentation - Resolved:  That the aforementioned documents and policies be adopted for the forthcoming year.
8. Approval of Timetable of Meetings 2021/2022 – Councillor Leadbetter requested that Agenda Item 14) Venue for Parish Council Meetings going forward – be brought forward for discussion at this point – Resolved – The two items will be discussed together.  
Councillor Heaton arrived at this point in the Meeting.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Leadbetter and Borough Councillor Whittaker for undertaking and presenting to the Council an objective review of the Parish Rooms and the Scout Hut.  It was confirmed that the Council need to be compliant with legislation and that disabled access and toilet facilities at the Parish Rooms are currently inadequate.  It was reported that choosing the Scout Hut would result in a change of night for Council Meetings going forward, to the first Tuesday of the month.  Councillor Heaton reported that Tuesday nights would be an issue for himself, as the newly elected Borough Councillor, and for Borough Councillor Whittaker as Chorley Council Meetings are usually scheduled for Tuesday.  Councillors asked about the possibility of upgrading the Parish Rooms to make them more usable and Councillor Heaton confirmed that this comes down to financing the work, however, he did report the Committee are looking at the installation of a disabled toilet in the building.  Concern was expressed about the loss of revenue if the Council do not use the Parish Rooms and it was suggested that the Parish Council could continue to support them with an annual donation.  Following a full discussion it was Resolved – That the Council will move the Meeting venue to the Scout Hut with immediate effect.  Meetings will now be held on the first Tuesday in the month and the timetable will be amended and approved to reflect this change.  That the Council will support the Parish Rooms with an annual donation.  That this will be reviewed again in the future if/when work commences at the Parish Rooms.
9. To Accept the Minutes of the Remote Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 26th April 2021 - The Minutes of the previous Remote Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 26th April 2021 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meetings were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
10. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 6) – Agreed.  Councillors Heaton and Whittaker were congratulated on their appointment as Borough Councillors.
11. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Annual Insurance documents for review and approval for 2021/22 – Resolved – That the Parish Council has reviewed Parish Council insurance provision and agree that it is adequate and fit for purpose.
b) Confirmation from Coppull PC that they will be submitting planning objections to 21/00327/
FULMAJ – proposed development of 76 dwellings on land off Charter Lane – Noted.
c) Response from LCC to request for signage on Pincock Brow – Noted.
d) Request to put notices in the notice boards from Lancs. & Cumbria Fertility Support Group – The Council approve the display of notices in the Notice Boards.
e) Report of dog fouling in the village and an enquiry to see if the PC has any initiatives to try and combat this in the future – It was agreed this is a major concern and that the only way to address it properly is by education or enforcement.  It was reported that Chorley Council has not prosecuted anyone for this offence in the last year.  It was confirmed that due to the pandemic dog poo bag dispensers have not been filled as regularly as the Parish Council would have liked and a more successful way of doing this needs to be found.  Councillors believe that if offenders could see the legislation being enforced it would be a deterrent.  Borough Councillor Heaton will take this matter up with Chorley Council officers.
f) Response to email in relation to tree work to trees on the Mosses – consent granted and why + notification and information from a neighbouring resident of the tree work undertaken to trees forming part of the blanket TPO on The Mosses over recent years and the impact this has had – The Clerk reported the tree officers response and the residents letter and information received in relation to this matter.  Councillor Shaw reported assessing the Ash Tree in 2018 when it was the subject of a planning application and reported it was in excellent condition and no work was necessary.  Furthermore, it had no detrimental impact on residents’ fences and it was not necessary to fell it.  Permission was granted nevertheless.  Pruning to the trees in the 2021 planning application for tree work to branches overhanging gardens of property in Buttermere Gardens has taken place.  Councillors would like to see the 2018 report on the Ash Tree.  The Clerk reported that consent for work to the Ash Tree was granted in December 2018 and work should have been completed in 2 years.  Therefore, it is possible that the work has been completed illegally without the necessary planning consent required.  This matter will be pursued.  A request will also be made that Parish Councils are once again consulted on, and their views taken into account, when planning applications are considered for work to trees subject to a TPO.
g) Info. from LALC – Confirmation that places are available on the October Chairmanship workshop.  Details of Effective Meetings workshop, 10th June, 2021, 7-9pm £25.00.  Update from Chorley Area Committee of LALC.  Request for observations on the Electronic Communications Infrastructure consultation – Resolved – Councillor Bishop will attend the Chairmanship Workshop.  The Clerk will attend the Effective Meetings Workshop. The update from the Area Committee is noted.  The Council will support NALC views on the Electronic Communications Infrastructure Consultation.
h) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Email from Councillor Birchall informing the Council she no longer lives in the village and requests to be removed from the Parish Council contact information and database – Resolved – Chorley Council will be informed of the casual vacancy.  Details will be removed. ii) Information and posters on the Chorley Buddies “Get out of the House” Programme – Posters will be displayed in the Councils Notice Boards.
12. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1)
Councillors Shaw and Heaton will speak to the landowner who needs to address poor drainage issues now affecting the public footpath from Brook Lane to Dam Wood which is very muddy.

2)
The public footpath from Brook Lane to Yew Tree Villas which has recently been resurfaced now has a fallen tree across it and the stile near the Yew Tree Villas end is too high and is broken.

3)
Flooding on German Lane, approximately two thirds of the way up, is running down the carriageway and pedestrians are forced to walk in the water.
4)
On the public footpath from German Lane to the Quarry, from the footbridge to the Quarry, there is a barbed wire fence which is dangerous and need replacing.

5)
Speeding traffic continues to be a problem on Chorley Lane.

6)
Lots of stiles on public footpaths need attention and many rights of way are obstructed.

7)
Bird feeders have once again been stolen from Orchard Gardens along with a watering can.  This is very new to this site and it was suggested that a wildlife camera be purchased to assist with detection.  Councillor Cheetham will look into the cost of this.  The Council will need to determine if a camera can be erected and whether signage will also be required and, will need to decide what they will do with any photographs taken.  Councillor Cheetham was thanked for rotivating the vegetable patch and for laying slabs and providing lettering for the seed bins on the site.
8)
There are a lot of fallen trees on the factory path.  One tree was moved near the brook but the one near the steps to the bridge has been left and is resting on the Network Rail fence.  There are a lot of dangerous trees along this route, the landowner will be contacted.

9)
The Council will enquire about the closure of the motorway access roads off Mill Lane, as reported in 2018.

10)
In relation to the planning application for the garage conversion at Cherry Tree Close, some Councillors feel this will encourage parking and obstruction on the road and footway and will set a precedent for future applications for similar work if allowed.
11)
In relation to the planning application for the pizza oven at the Hinds Head, concern was expressed that this may possibly take business away from an already struggling Italian restaurant in the village.  Should a thriving business be encouraged to do this?  It was stressed that this is not a planning objection, but a good point to make.  It was stressed that it must be ensured that when a business expands it has adequate parking provision to deal with the increase in business.
12)
Councillor Jackson reported that today she had undertaken the Orange Pin training reported at a previous Parish Council Meeting.  Funded by MIND and is to provide suicide awareness training.

13)
It was reported that a shed has been built on the access route at the rear of houses on Lucas Avenue.  This is a right of way for residents and will be reported to Chorley Council.
13. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing specific to report.
14. Venue for Parish Council Meetings Going Forward – Dealt with earlier in the Meeting.
15. Best Kept Village Competition (Welch Whittle entry) and Best Kept Garden Competition – To discuss action required for both competitions – It will be reported to the Lengthsman that Welch Whittle Gardens needs attention and that Councillor Bishop is willing to assist the Lengthsman with work required at Delph Gardens if necessary.
16. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following applications:
Noted – Due to his office at the Borough Council, Borough Councillor Heaton will abstain from planning discussions and observations made by the Parish Council.
1) 21/00387/FULMAJ – Installation of running track. Christ Church Charnock Richard C of E Primary School, Church Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No Objections.
2) 21/00319/FULHH – Conversion of integral garage to habitable accommodation.  23 Cherry Tree Close, Charnock Richard – It was reported that garages are built with the intention of keeping cars off the road.  If homeowners parked on the road, congestion and obstruction could occur and this could impact on access for emergency services.  Permitting this could set a precedent for the future.  Resolved – The Council object as this will impact on the number of vehicles parking at the roadside rather than in their garages.  Such parking could limit access for emergency vehicles and compromise highway safety for other road users and pedestrians if pavements are obstructed by parked vehicles.  In addition to this, granting permission will set a precedent for other homeowners on the estate to do the same thereby causing the parking problems and highway safety issues outlined.  Garages were included in the calculations for parking provision in the planning permission granted.
3) 21/00524/FUL – Erection of external kitchen building to cook pizza’s for consumption in the existing beer garden (part retrospective application – steel frame erected already).  Hinds Head Hotel, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – It is felt that more parking provision is required to be support the proposals and potential increase in business. 
Standing Orders were suspended to allow residents present to speak.  The father of the tenant reported that the booths fall within the Secretary of States guidelines for the erection of buildings without planning permission due to Covid-19 and businesses re-opening.  The pizza kitchen provides an opportunity to secure the future of a struggling business and is a creative income stream.  He reported that this is a pearl in the community which has been built up over the last 7 years, is an asset to the community and the landlord is trying to bring the business back to life after the pandemic.  It was confirmed that the reason the booths require planning permission is because they do not comply with the Secretary of States guidelines on building without planning permission as they are not 50% open - Resolved – No Objections.
The Parish Council Meeting was resumed.
4) 21/00463/FUL – Erection of timber structures to provide outdoor open sided dining booths in the existing beer garden (retrospective application).  Hinds Head Hotel, Preston Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections.
5) 21/00477/CLEUD – Application for lawful development certificate for the existing use of the land for B8 (storage and distribution).  IP Jones Fencing Contractors, Yew Tree Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections.
17. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

BHIB Ltd


Annual Insurance Premium




   £505.25
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £692.64
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk             £119.86




NI due by Parish Council
    £10.42


   £130.28
Approval of the Annual Governance Statement and the Accounting Statements for the financial year ending 31 March 2021, the contents of which will form the basis of the Parish Council Annual Return to the external auditors.  Acceptance of final bank reconciliation statement for the financial year ending 31 March 2021. 
Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.   
Resolved:  That the Annual Governance Statement and the Accounting Statements for the financial year ending 31 March 2021, the contents of which will form the basis of the Parish Council Annual Return to the external auditors, are approved for submission together with the acceptance of the final bank reconciliation statement for the financial year ending 31 March 2021.
18. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this month totals 100 Hours @ £9.00 per hour = £900.00 + £153.79 materials.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1053.79.  
Next Meeting:
Tuesday 8th June 2021 7.30pm (Due to the close proximity of the date of this meeting)


The Scout Hut, Charter Lane.


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.46 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
a) Notification planning permission granted for single storey side extension.  111 Chorley Lane.
b) Notification consent given for tree works to a protected tree – Oak – lateral reduction of branches overhanging 5 & 6 Buttermere Gardens by a max 3m.  4 Cherry Tree Close.
c) Notification planning permission granted for demolition of existing garage and construction of 2 semi-detached dwellings. 27 Charter Lane.
d) Confirmation condition 8 discharged (remediation strategy) attached to planning permission 20/01012/FUL, Scrap Yard, Town Lane.
e) Confirmation report of possible breach of planning control at Alicia, Preston Road, will be investigated.
f) Additional information on the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 2022.
g) Confirmation of election of the following Councillors for Eccleston, Heskin and Charnock Richard Ward – Borough Councillors John Dalton, Harold Heaton and Alan Whittaker.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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