CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 6th July 2021 at 

7:30 pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

(TO COMPLY WITH COVID-19 REGULATIONS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING, NUMBERS ALLOWED IN THE SCOUT HUT WERE LIMITED TO 19 AT ANY ONE TIME (including Parish Councillors, the Clerk, and members of the Public).  A ONE-WAY SYSTEM IN & OUT OF THE BUILDING WAS IN OPERATION.  ATTENDEES MUST SCAN THE TRACK & TRACE QR CODE DISPLAYED OR LEAVE NAMES AND CONTACT DETAILS IN THE BOOK PROVIDED.  2 METRE SOCIAL DISTANCING WAS OBSERVED.  MASKS OR VISORS WERE WORN INSIDE THE BUILDING.  HAND SANITISER WAS USED ON ENTRY TO THE BUILDING.  IDEALLY ONLY 1 PERSON FROM EACH HOUSEHOLD WILL BE ADMITTED)

Present:  Councillors Mr A J Shaw (Chairman), Mrs A Bishop, Mrs E Butcher, J Hill, L Cheetham,    

P Leadbetter, A Cornwell, H Heaton and G Brennand.  Also present Borough Councillors A Whittaker and J Dalton.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)
Borough Councillor Whittaker – reported that the planning application for development off Charter Lane will go before the Planning Committee in August.  In relation to anti-social behaviour at Cherry Tree Close, BC Whittaker was asked for help and has contacted the Chief Executive of Jigsaw and is awaiting a response.  He confirmed that whilst there is usually a wish for social housing in most developments, it is not fair that the residents have to put up with this type of behaviour if housing managers cannot manage their tenants.  He reported that the stop notice and enforcement notice issued to the landowner and motocross event organiser off Croston Lane should halt any further action on the site.  
Borough Councillor Dalton – introduced himself to Councillors and the public present as one of the Ward Councillors for Charnock Richard and requested any issues be forwarded to him for investigation.
Members of the public present – reported that having thought about the request for double yellow lines near the junction of Town Lane they are concerned that this will just move the parking problem further down the lane where obstruction of driveways could be impacted.  The situation has improved since last month and therefore the residents asked that the Parish Council retract the request for yellow lines and the situation will continue to be monitored.
1. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors Ms C Jackson and Mrs Watson.
2. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force.  No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
3. To Accept the draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th June 2021 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 8th June 2021 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
4. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) – Agreed.
5. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following application/s:
1) 21/00724/TPO - Application for works to a protected tree - Chorley BC TPO 4 (Charnock Richard) 2018: T1 Oak - Lateral reduction of branches overhanging rear garden by a maximum of 1.5 metres.  16 Willow Drive, Charnock Richard – Resolved - The Council has no objections to the proposals provided the following are complied with:  That written permission is sought from the Charnock Richard United Charities before any work is undertaken.  That the tree work proposed does not have a detrimental impact on the health of the tree.  That only the branches overhanging the garden are removed and, that reduction to the branches is to an absolute maximum of 1.5 metres.  That the work is only undertaken once the contractor employed to undertake the work has spoken at length with the Parish Council tree officer Mr Allan Shaw prior to any work being undertaken.
2) 21/00605/PAR – Installation of roof mounted solar PV panels.  Christ church Charnock Richard C of E Primary School, Church Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved - No Objections.
6. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Current position/update re: use of land off Croston Lane for Motocross Events – It was confirmed that a stop notice has been issued which will be effective immediately which will be followed by an enforcement notice on 22 July 2021.
b) Response from the Neighbourhood Safety Officer, Adactus Housing, to report of anti-social behaviour at Cherry Tree Close – The Council will invite someone from Jigsaw to attend the August PC Meeting as recent reports received are very disturbing.  It will be reported to the Police that some activity takes place in unsociable hours and CCTV footage is available of the nuisance and anti-social behaviour if required. 
c) Current position/update response from Next Stage 4 Life, and the Police, in relation to anti-social and nuisance behaviour from the children’s homes on Town Lane – It was confirmed earlier in the meeting that the situation has improved and the correspondence confirms that action has been taken to address the problems and issues reported to the Parish Council.
d) Current position/update on tree works on the Mosses Footpath from the Tree Officer, and from the Chief Executive, Chorley Council – Confirmation that recent work to Ash Trees on this route was permitted.  Notification that a new TPO has been placed on the remaining trees on the Buttermere side of the path adjacent to 5,6,7 Buttermere Gardens. Confirmation that the wording of the 1991 TPO has been updated on the Chorley Council website.  The Clerk has requested a copy of all the TPO’s in Charnock Richard for PC records.
e) Info. from LCC Partnership Development Team on Ash Dieback Disease – Noted.
f) Notification the next Chorley Liaison Meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st July at 6.30pm using Microsoft Teams. Request for agenda items by 11 July and for details of representation – Confirmation that as this is a Teams Meeting Councillor Cornwell cannot take part.  Councillor Leadbetter agreed to attend the remote Meeting.  No agenda items.
g) Info. from LALC – Notification of the Boundary Commission Review of Parliamentary Constituencies – for comment if deemed necessary. Copy of response to the Parish, Town and Community Council Land Ownership Survey for information. Confirmation that the Clerk will attend the Effective Meeting Workshop scheduled for Thursday 15th July, 7-9pm – Noted.
h) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Request for a contribution from the Scarecrow Festival Committee towards picnic treat boxes for the young people in the village who have also been impacted by the pandemic and to keep the Scarecrow Festival weekend in people’s minds for next year – Councillor’s looked on this idea positively however felt that additional information is required on numbers and cost prior to making a decision.  This information will be requested. ii) Copy of Mossie Close inspection report from Councillor Cheetham – Following the report of damage to the roundabout, the Council agreed to look into the cost of removing the existing one and replacing it with a new roundabout.  Councillor Cheetham reported on matters requiring attention, including safety surfacing repairs, he will try to address the matters he can and report back on anything else.    iii) Reports from residents – a) hole in safety surfacing Mossie Close Play area – noted. b) Notification the unofficial driveway at the top of Sibberings Brow is being used – noted. Permission was granted for this as part of the development of this site. c) Request that hedges from Pole Green Nurseries to the ginnel to Meadowlands, on Church Lane, is cut back and that overgrowth in the ginnel from Church Lane to Meadowlands needs cutting back – G Brennand confirmed hedge cutting will take place shortly.  The Lengthsman will be asked to cut back vegetation in the ginnel to Meadowlands.
7. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
· Notification the roundabout on Mossie Close play area has been damaged and is taped off for safety reasons.  Discussions took place about removal and replacement, prices will be obtained.

· It was suggested that funding bids could be submitted to Borough and County Councillors, to the Parish Champion and to Chorley Council Community fund for contributions towards a new roundabout for the play area and the installation of a water supply to Orchard Gardens.

· A complaint was received about the lack of grass cutting maintenance to all the grass verges in the Borough.  The grass is so high in places that sightlines are obstructed and safety issues are raised.  Whilst the sowing of wildflower verges is acceptable not at the expense of effective grass cutting services in the Borough.

· Hedges on Park Hall Road the responsibility of Story Homes need cutting back.

· Hedges from Barkers Farm, Preston Road, are overgrowing the footway. 

· The Vicarage on Church Lane is now unoccupied but overgrown hedges need attention.

· The Lengthsman will be asked to weed, tidy and plant some colour at Delph Gardens.

· The roads are a mess with mud on them from work at the Laurels site.

· A request will be made for signs prohibiting HGV’s from going down Mill Lane from its junction with Park Hall Road, down Whittle Bottoms and to the junction with Carr House Lane.  The same prohibition to apply on Carr House Lane to its junction with Mossy Lea Road and on Withington Lane to its junction with Wood Lane.  Currently signs say unsuitable for HGV’s and it has been reported that many vehicles damage walls and fences by going too fast, or by trying to reverse when they discover how unsuitable the route is or by trying to turn around.

· The Hawthorne hedge in front of 35 Town Lane needs cutting back.

· Hedges in front of Kingsthorpe, Preston Road, need cutting back.

· Brambles in front of the bungalow, Pleasant View, need cutting back.
· The pavement in front of Kingsthorpe is very uneven due to tree roots, causing a trip hazard.

· The Lengthsman will be asked to strim overgrowth from around the planters on Mill Lane.

· Councillor Cornwell reported being turned away from Birkacre recycling centre due to having cardboard on his trailer.  It was confirmed an appointment is needed to enter the site with a trailer and there is a £35 charge to recycle.  However, if an application is made online for a permit, holders can go to the recycling centre once per month, with a single axle trailer, free of charge.
· Councillor Bishop reported on the cheque received from Electricity NW, sent at the request of a resident in the village.  The Council agreed that this be used to start a funding pot for use at Orchard Gardens going forward.  The volunteers try not to use Parish Council funds to maintain and run the Orchard and confirmed that most things, including plants, bird feeders, bird food, tools and even a shed have been donated for use in the garden.  The garden is a very positive place to visit.
· The Council will thank the resident of Brook Lane who has re-stoned the surface of the public footpath which goes across his land.
· A report of loose dogs on Delph Lane was made.  It was confirmed that this has been reported to the PCSO and to the Dog Warden in the past.  However, despite visits from both, the dogs continue to be loose on the lane.  This is an historic problem.  A board has been put up now to prevent the dogs from getting out on to the lane.  This will be monitored.
· Overgrown hedges onto Charter Lane in front of Catterall’s and Conlon’s land and where the empty building plots are, need cutting back.
8. Best Kept Village Competition and Best Kept Garden Competition – Action required for both competitions.  Nomination letters for the Best Kept Garden Competition were distributed for delivery, nominations to the Clerk by Monday 26th July.  The Lengthsman will be asked to work on and around the planters at Mill Lane.  More colour is needed in the planters at Welch Whittle Gardens and Delph Lane.  Mr Brennand was thanked for a donation of plants by Harry Brennand which have been used in some of the other planted areas in the village.
9. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing to report.
10. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

Mrs E Butcher


Reimburse Web Domain & Hosting costs


     £51.00

Parish & Town Training Lancs. Effective Meetings Workshop (Clerk) (50% with WPC)
     £12.50

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £692.44
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk         £120.06




NI due by Parish Council
£10.42

  
               £130.48
Receipts:
Electricity Northwest

Donation to PC (Via a resident)



     £50.00

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts.   

The Clerk reported that her own computer, which she uses for Parish Council business, has broken and requested that Charnock Richard PC and Wrightington PC consider funding the purchase of a Parish Council laptop which could be used at Meetings going forward if required.  A further request for a work telephone and for Parish Council Internet provision was agreed.  The Clerk will get some costs for a laptop, a work telephone and Internet provision and report back in due course on discussions with Wrightington PC on this subject.
11. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this 4 week month totals 116 Hours (including 16 additional  hours for planting and watering) @ £9.00 per hour = £1044.00  Resolved:  Total Paid £1044.00.
Next Meeting:
Tuesday 3rd August 2021 – 7:00 pm – Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  8.47 pm

Chairman:









Date:

REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification planning permission has been granted for the erection of external kitchen building to cook pizzas for consumption in the existing beer garden (part retrospective application – steel frame erected already).  Hinds Head Hotel, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification the occupier of Alicia, Preston Road, has been informed that planning permission is required for the fence in front of the home and that a 28 day warning letter has been issued.
c) Confirmation that your report of a possible breach of planning control by the erection of a shed on the access road r/o Lucas Avenue will be investigated.
d) Notification that an appeal has been lodged against the Chorley Council decision to refuse outline planning permission for the erection of up to 123 dwellings, all matters reserved save for access, on land adjacent to Blainscough Hall, Blainscough Lane, Coppull.
e) Additional information in relation to anti-social behaviour at Cherry Tree Close.
f) Confirmation footpath issues reported will be investigated.
g) Notification that the ROSPA play equipment inspection will take place during August 2021.
h) Notification that the Clerk to the Peter Lathom Charity has changed to Mrs K Thompson.
i) Copy of the Chorley Borough Council Tree Preservation Order No.6 (Charnock Richard) 2021 – Linear group comprising of 15 Hawthorn, 4 Sycamore and 4 Ash – strip of land to the west of footpath 9-8-FP 18 at the rear of 5, 6, 7 and 8 Buttermere Gardens, Charnock Richard.
j) Confirmation from Chorley Council that no request for an election has been received and that the Parish Council can therefore fill the current casual vacancy by co-option.
k) Details of the 7 Lancashire Groups who have received the Queens Award for Voluntary Service announced on 2 June 2021.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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