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The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th September 2021 at 

7:00 pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr A J Shaw (Chairman), Mrs A Bishop, A Cornwell, G Brennand and 
L Cheetham and P Leadbetter.  

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)
Members of the Public Present – reported on initial discussions with some Councillors approximately 18 months ago around accessibility for disabled people in the village.  A request was made that the Parish Council looks at improving this going forward.  Issues such as inaccessible pavements due to parked vehicles, or overgrown hedges.  Disabled people being verbally abused by builders or vehicle owners for pointing out the obstructions caused to them.  It was suggested that if homeowners, businesses and the Parish Council were made more aware, and had more of an understanding of the issues being faced by disabled people in the village, some of these issues could be addressed.  It was reported that the Equality Act of 2010 states that disabled people should not be treated any less favourably than anyone else. E.g. referring to the Agenda Item on Parish Council Meeting Venue – the issue is not just about the lack of disabled toilet facilities but is also about the lack of accessibility for disabled people at the Parish Rooms.  With reference to the picnic tables being installed at Orchard Gardens, will they be accessible for wheelchair users?  Pavements on Chorley Lane on the S-bends are too narrow for a wheelchair user to use.  The footways should be made wider and more accessible rather than wheelchair and mobility scooter users being forced to go onto the roads.  Overgrown hedges also create narrow footways.  Footways which are eroding away at the edge could result in a wheelchair/mobility scooter user falling into the ditch adjacent.  It was suggested that the County Councillor and Borough Councillors consult with disabled people in the village to see how these issues can be addressed and how accessibility for disabled people can be improved.  It was agreed that consultation with disabled people on many issues, improvements and/or proposals going forward, is very important.  The Chairman stressed that it is important that disabled people highlight the issues which are causing concern as able-bodied people may not realise there is an issue.  LCC need to look at widening pavements, spading back the overgrowth to reveal the full width of the footway, resurfacing many of the footways in the village which are in an extremely poor state of repair, and cutting back overgrown hedges to reveal full width footways.  It was suggested that LCC no longer spade back the overgrowth from the footways like they used to do and, that to ask the Lengthsman to undertake this task would result in a form of double taxation for residents, which is the reason that some neighbouring Parishes do not contract with a Lengthsman.  It was stressed that the hedge on the S-bends on Chorley Lane is cut back frequently and neatly, however no matter how far back the hedge is cut, it cannot widen the footway at this point.  The Council will invite the County Councillor to attend the October Meeting to highlight the issues which require immediate action by LCC who are currently failing disabled residents.  More discussion on this subject will take place at the October Parish Council Meeting.
53. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors Mrs Butcher (holidays), Mrs Watson (work), Hill (prior Meeting) and Heaton (at a Chorley Council Meeting).  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillors Whittaker and Dalton.
54. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
55. To Accept the draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd August 2021 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 3rd August 2021 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
56. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) – Agreed.
57. Planning – Following a discussion by Parish Councillors present, and the report of Councillor Butcher’s observations on this matter, it was decided that the Parish Council will continue to submit observations of “No Objections” if that is the case, as to submit no observations at all could sometimes lead to repercussions for the Parish Council.  Objections, No Comments, The Council will leave this to the Professional Officers and No Objections provided it complies with all the relevant planning criteria relative to the application in question, will also continue to be submitted where the Council deem it appropriate.
The Council were required to make observations on the following application/s:
1) 21/00950/CLPUD – Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed single storey rear extension (orangery).  35 Neargates, Charnock Richard - Resolved - No Objections.
2) 21/00975/FUL – Erection of steel portal frame building to provide space to store and maintain equipment associated with fencing contractor’s business.  Yew Tree Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved - No Objections.
58. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Donation from the Scarecrow Festival Committee to Orchard Gardens Fund – Resolved – The Parish Council will thank the Committee for their donation.
b) Membership of the Rural/Market Town Group is due for renewal at the end of September, £110 pa – Learning outcomes from the RSN Seminar on Rural Housing attended by Councillor Leadbetter to assist in assessing benefits and a decision to cease or continue with membership – Resolved – That the Council will not take up paid membership of this group going forward.
c) Response to request for information in relation to the Chronicle – No specific schedule going forward, next one due out in December, article needed in November, hoping to produce one every 3 months - Councillor Butcher’s observations were reported.  Councillors are not prepared to compile a report to be put into the Chronicle which is irrelevant or out of date by the time it is delivered.  The feeling is that the Chronicle has lost its ethos as a village magazine, however, Councillors accept that without input from the village, including the Parish Council, this will not change.  The Council agreed that if there is something to write about they will submit something for publication.  Appointment of someone to undertake this role will be discussed again at the October Meeting.
d) Notification that the public footpaths forming the factory path, Freemans Lane to Coppull, are not listed to be cut.  LCC will add these to the PROW database and forward to the Public Rights of Way Manager to make him aware – It was agreed that this is too big a job for the Lengthsman to undertake.  It was reported that Councillor Cornwell has done some cutting back recently along the start of the route.  Councillor Bishop has also removed some overgrown vegetation.  Similarly at The Mosses footpath, Harry Brennand and the Lengthsman have recently done some work on overgrown vegetation on this route.  The Council will ask LCC whose responsibility it is to shore up the ditch to prevent the edge of the public footpath from crumbling into the ditch.
e) The negative response received by BC Heaton to his request for lowering of speed limit on the A49 Preston Road and to report of poor sightlines exiting Hunters Lodge – Noted with disappointment.
f) Safety Inspection Report for Mossie Close Play Area – for discussion and approval of any work required – Councillor Cheetham will complete the work he is able to when undertaking his next inspection.  The Parish Council will pursue the installation of a replacement roundabout at the site.  Councillors Cheetham and Hill are currently inspecting the play area and Councillor Bishop agreed to assist with this temporarily.
g) Resignation from the Parish Council from Councillor Ms Cheryl Jackson – The Clerk, Chairman and Vice-Chairman have thanked Councillor Jackson for her valuable input to the Parish Council and the village during her term of office.  Chorley Council will be notified of the Casual Vacancy, notices will be posted and the vacancy filled in due course.
h) Info. from LALC – Notification of the 77th AGM of LALC, Saturday 20th Nov, 10am via Zoom – Apologies will be submitted.  National Resilience Strategy – Noted.
i) Details of late items of correspondence received for note by the Council – i) Notification that planning permission has been granted for the front perimeter fence at Alicia, Preston Road – Noted. ii) Reports of young people causing a nuisance in the village, intimidating behavior and causing problems in the early hours of the morning – The Council will report this and ask for early intervention from Jigsaw and the PCSO.
59. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
· Councillors would like to look into the cost of a SPID similar to the one on the Euxton boundary.

· Fly tipping of concrete on Chorley Lane, reported yesterday, has been removed today.

· Hedges in front of Barkers Farm, Preston Road, need cutting back.

· Hedges near the chevrons, opposite Hesketh House Farm, on Preston Road need cutting back.

· Hedges on Preston Road, at Elldene and Kingsthorpe, need cutting back.
· It was reported that hedges on Back Lane, on the bend, on the right hand side going up the hill are already on the list for cutting back.

· 2 x street names signs are required for either side of Sharratts Path, from the Dob Brow end.

· The grass cut at Orchard Gardens by Chorley Council is a good cut this time.

· An enquiry as to whether the batteries in the defibrillators are being checked was raised – The Clerk reported that she had asked that Cheryl Pickstock from NWAS check the defibrillator in the telephone box and replace the battery and/or pads as necessary and invoice the Parish Council.  Councillor Shaw agreed to check the status of the defibrillator at the Football Club.

· The oversized builders sign on Chorley Lane has now been removed.

· The Clerk will check if a retrospective planning application has been submitted for the shed on the access road at the rear of the houses on Lucas Avenue.

· Councillor Butcher’s observations on the number, and frequency of, retrospective planning applications were reported.  Some Councillors feel retrospective planning permission should not exist, however, some people may not realise permission is required for their development.  It was agreed that there is no practical way of pursuing this matter or changing the process.
60. Orchard Gardens – Progress with Picnic Benches – The Clerk reported on the hardwood, circular, 8-seater picnic tables which have been sourced by the Chairman at a cost of £1,405.04 for 2.  It was agreed that they be delivered to IP Jones Fencing and Rob McKay will be asked to assemble them, deliver, and install them at Orchard Gardens now that the flag/slab bases have been laid and are ready for the tables to be installed.  Assessment of tree shedding bark – The Clerk reported the response from the Diocese which states that the Parish Council are responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the trees.  However, the Clerk, the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman have read the lease between the Diocese and the Parish Council and there is no mention of the trees being the responsibility of the Parish Council.  Furthermore, the Diocesan Arborist, Mr Linford told Councillor Bishop when on site that the Diocese are responsible for the ancient trees on the site whilst the Parish Council are responsible for any new planting which has taken place.  In addition to this the Diocese has already removed 2 ancient trees from the site in the last 12 months thereby creating a precedent.  The Clerk will respond in this way.
61. Best Kept Village Competition and Best Kept Garden Competition – Action required for the Best Kept Garden Presentation Evening – The Council Resolved – that the Presentation Evening will be held in late October as is the normal procedure, at the Football Club.  Catering to be undertaken by the Football Club if possible and hand sanitiser to be available for invitees.
The Lengthsman will be asked to weed, weed kill, replace membrane, and plant at Delph Gardens and to significantly tidy up the Mill Lane area around the planters.
62. Meeting Venue and Day Going Forward – Following discussions earlier in the meeting on the subject of inaccessibility for disabled people wishing to attend Parish Council Meetings, it was agreed that nothing has changed at the Parish Rooms and provision for disabled people remains inadequate.  Therefore, it was Resolved – That Parish Council Meetings will continue to be held in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, commencing at 7.00pm.  Review again in 6 months.
63. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing to report.
64. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

ROSPA Play Safety Ltd
Play equipment inspection – Mossie Close


   £115.80

CR Scouts & Guides

Payment for use of Scout Hut May2021-September 2021
   £178.50

Mrs M Stewart

Honorarium for Internal Audit



     £25.00
I P Jones Fencing

Flag/slab bases for Picnic Tables – Mossie Close

£1,159.08

Office Reality Ltd

2 x Bickleigh 8-Seater Picnic Benches – Mossie Close
£1,405.04

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £692.44
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk         £120.06




NI due by Parish Council
£10.42

  
               £130.48
Receipts:
Scarecrow Festival Com.
Donation to Orchard Gardens Fund



   £150.00

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts.
65. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this 5 week month totals 140 Hours (including 15 additional  hours for planting and watering) @ £9.00 per hour = £1260.00  Resolved:  Total Paid £1260.00.
Next Meeting:
Tuesday 5th October 2021 – 7:00 pm – Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.00 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
Matters to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification the next Neighbourhood Area Meeting – Western Parishes – will take place on Tuesday 19th October 2021, 6.30pm-7.30pm via zoom.  Councillor Leadbetter to attend.
b) Notification from E.on that energy prices will be changing from 1/9/21 from 22.10p per kWh to 25.40p per kWh for supply to telephone box, Chorley Lane.
c) Copy CPRE Fieldwork Summer 2021 & Countryside Voices Summer 2021.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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