CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th October 2021 at 

7:00 pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr A J Shaw (Chairman), Mrs A Bishop, J Hill, Mrs E Butcher, A Cornwell, and L Cheetham.  

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)
Members of the Public Present – reported that the tree roots in front of Kingsthorpe, Preston Road, are damaging the pavement and creating a trip hazard.  The hedges are also very overgrown.  The pavement will be reported to LCC.  The laurel hedges in front of The Oaks, Preston Road, are higher than the fence and are obstructing the sightlines for motorists exiting Hunters Lodge.  The occupiers of Hunters Lodge were present to express concern about the planning application on the agenda.  The proposal is to demolish all the buildings, including the hotel and restaurant, and build up to 9 houses.  There are 7 hotel staff and 11 restaurant staff who will lose their jobs.  It was reported that the lease for the hotel, although expired, remains on going, whilst the lease for the restaurant expires in 2025.  The applicant has incorrectly reported the area of the site, has inaccurately reported that no jobs will be affected, and has stated that the hotel and restaurant are closed, which they are not.  The site is not ideal for the development of 9 houses.  It was reported that the applicant was advised to reduce the development site to avoid the need to include affordable homes.  Exiting the site is dangerous, access is poor, the road homeowners would exit on to is derestricted and speeding vehicles is an issue.  The village does not need 9 more executive homes.  Young people who have grown up in the village cannot afford to buy these.  The development would not be in keeping with the village needs and requirements.  
66. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors Leadbetter (illness), Heaton (holidays), Mrs Watson (work).  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillors Whittaker and Dalton and County Councillor Iddon (all attending a Chorley Council Meeting).
67. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
68. To Accept the draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th September 2021 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7th September 2021 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
69. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 5 – no discussion required) - Agreed.
70. Planning – The Council made observations on the following application/s:
1) 21/01032/FUL – Erection of building comprising industrial units (Use Class B2).  Scrap Yard, Town Lane, Charnock Richard - Resolved - The Council strongly objects to the proposals. The land is the site of a former colliery with mineshafts running underneath the area it is proposed to develop. The mine was very poorly capped when mining work ceased & there is evidence that significant amounts of chemicals & pollutants remain in the shafts underneath the site. The site is considered unstable & use as an industrial site could result in chemical and pollutant leakage/seepage into nearby water courses. In addition, there is a gas line near the bridge leading to the site which should be taken into consideration as the weight of some vehicles using the site could put pressure on this. Town Lane is a very narrow lane which is unsuitable for use by HGV's. Unrestricted parking & pinch points along the route make use by larger vehicles extremely difficult. Highway safety for residents, & in particular children, would be compromised by the increase in the number of vehicle movements accessing & using the site &, the increase in size & weight of the vehicles entering & exiting the site. Concern has not only been expressed about the stability of the site for industrial use but also the stability of the bridge which all vehicles accessing & leaving the site would go under. The bridge is not of standard height &, in the past, large vehicles have got stuck under the bridge or have had to be dragged out. This adds to the instability of the bridge. The road under the bridge is a private road, un-surfaced, unmaintained & unsuitable for vehicles using the industrial site. The Council feel the proposals would result in an over-intensive use of the site which could affect the stability of the site & could subsequently cause the existing poor capping to fail and pollutants to be released resulting in a significant detrimental environmental impact on the land, the wildlife in the area and their habitat.
2) 21/01116/OUT – Outline application with all matters reserved for demolition of buildings and residential development for up to nine detached dwellings.  Hunters Lodge Motel, Preston Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved - The Council strongly objects to these proposals. The loss of amenity in the village by demolition of the fully functioning Hotel and Restaurant currently on site would not be outweighed by the benefit of up to 9 detached dwellings. There is no proven need for more houses of this type in the village, and the lack of shops, doctors, dentists and other amenities would make the proposals unsustainable. These amenities not only serve the residents of Charnock Richard but also those in neighbouring Parishes and in Chorley Borough as a whole. The proposals would result in an overdevelopment of the site and would result in a 70% increase in the volume of floor space on the site, which is unacceptable and is over-intensification. Contrary to what the planning application form states the proposals would result in a loss of employment of local people in the village. Another serious concern is the proposed access to the development. Sightlines are extremely poor when exiting the site and motorists are exiting onto a section of derestricted road. Accidents are frequent at this location and highway safety would be compromised for homeowners exiting the site onto Preston Road and for motorists using the A49.
3) 21/01112/FUL – Retention of building for use as a commercial cattery, partial demolition of 2no. existing buildings. Haydock Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved - No Objections
4) 21/00950/CLPUD – Certificate of Lawfulness for a single storey rear extension (orangery). 35 Neargates, Charnock Richard – Certificate of Lawfulness Granted – Noted.
71. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Correspondence from the Scarecrow Festival Committee following the Picnic Weekend – Following discussion, and the offer of returning some of the money donated, it was Resolved – the Committee retain the money towards next year’s Scarecrow Festival.
b) Notification of completion of Audit for the year ending 31 March 2021 with the following comments:  The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are corrected in the prior year comparatives when completing next year’s AGAR. Info. Received from the smaller authority indicates £100 of cancelled cheques against expenditure that occurred in the prior year have been included as income in Section 2, Box 3.  These items should have been netted off from the relevant expenditure rather than shown as income.  Boxes 1 and 3 for the current year should therefore read £34,638 and £29,555 respectively, Boxes 6, 7 and 8 for the prior year should read £22,833, £34,638 and £34,638 respectively.  No other matters requiring attention - Resolved – The completion of the audit is accepted and noted by the Parish Council.  All the relevant boxes will be amended to take account of the netting off when completing next year’s AGAR.
c) Update on nuisance behavior in the Parish from the PCSO - The update was noted.
d) Response from resident to complaint of overgrown hedges requiring cutting back – Noted.
e) Inspection report Mossie Close from Councillor Bishop – for approval of work required – Noted.
f) Neighbourhood Area Meeting – Western Parishes –Tuesday 19th October 2021, request for discussion on a suitable project to submit for support – It was suggested the Council submit a project to highlight the inadequacies in disabled provision in the Parish.  To be achieved by consultations, leaflets and liaison with other agencies, aiming to include and address all types of disability.  The hope is to reduce social isolation, encourage peer support, increase activity, engage with youth groups and encourage disabled people to take part in community activities.  Resolved – The Clerk will outline the project. Councillor Leadbetter will present it to the Western Parishes Neighbourhood Area Meeting for consideration.
g) Consultation on Statement of Licensing Policy – Overall the document seems thorough but enforcement of the law within it would alleviate many issues which arise.  E.g. serving drinks in glasses and not bottles or cans should be enforced.  It is felt that 2 or more people should be named on the licence as the DPS. This would ensure that someone was always contactable in the event of holidays or sickness. Compliance with the legislation is the key.  The section on drugs is equally important and also applies to licenced premises where spot checks and enforcement should also be the key to preventing drug issues.
h) Initial info. gathered to support the purchase of a SPID/S in the village – Next Agenda.
i) Appointment of someone to undertake the role of compiling input for the Chronicle as required – The Council see no value in having an input and no volunteers present to take on the role.
j) Appointment of Representative Trustee on the Charnock Richard United Charities – Proposed, seconded and Resolved – Councillor Cheetham be appointed Representative Trustee.
k) Info. from LALC – reminder of Chairmanship Workshop (Councillor Bishop) via zoom on 7th October 7-9pm. Finance Workshop 14th October via zoom 7-9pm – Resolved – The Clerk will attend this workshop.  Local Nature Recovery Survey for comment if deemed appropriate - will be forwarded to Councillor Bishop.  Notification of Annual Parish/Town Council Conference, Saturday 13th November, 9.45-2pm, County Hall – the Clerk may attend this event.  Request to complete the LCC Survey via the link in the email supplied - Noted.
l) Provision for disabled people in the Parish – How to take this matter forward – The Council will begin by approaching the Neighbourhood Team with the proposal.  A request will be made for additional drop kerbs in the Parish – i) between the mini-roundabout at Mill Lane and Chorley Lane.   ii) on Charter Lane, close to the Church Lane junction and the double yellow lines.  It was reported that the poor surface of the footways on Charter Lane causes problems for wheelchair and mobility scooter users as well as for able-bodied pedestrians.  The footway is also breaking up on Preston Road, from Mill Lane towards The Laurels.  Weed removal and spading back of the overgrowth on footways on Preston Road and Chorley Lane would increase the useable width of the footways.
m) Details of late items of correspondence received for note by the Council – i) Notification the next Chorley Liaison Meeting will take place on Wednesday 20th October at 6.30pm in Council Chamber, Town Hall, Chorley – Councillor Cornwell to attend. ii) Response received from County Councillor Iddon in relation to inadequate provision for disabled people in the Parish – Reported that there is some money available for drop kerbs and siding back of footways and request that suggested locations be provided.
72. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
· Flooding/ponding on German Lane. There are no gullies to take the water run-off.

· The shed has now been removed from the r/o houses on Lucas Avenue – This will be monitored.

· Investigations into a work mobile phone, a laptop and internet for the Clerk are on-going.

· The request for a seat near the grit bin on the grass at Leeson Avenue will be pursued.

· Improvements to the path across the grassed area to Mossie Close play area will be requested.

· Dog fouling in the Parish is once again an issue.  The Scouts and Guides will be replacing some of the dog poo bag dispensers.  The problem has increased over the last 12-18 months.  Resources will be requested from Chorley Council.  The Chairman will order 12 more metal signs which the Lengthsman will be asked to put on lamp posts and telegraph poles.
73. Orchard Gardens – Progress with Picnic Benches – The Clerk reported - the order for the picnic tables has been cancelled, they are now discontinued.  The Clerk will request a refund.  Investigations in to other suppliers will take account of disabled requirements.  Quotation for installation of water supply £942.00 + work required on site by the Parish Council – Resolved – The Council accept the quotation and Councillors will liaise in relation to the work required by the Parish Council, who can undertake that work, and how to take this project forward.
74. Best Kept Garden Competition Presentation Evening – Confirmed as 28th October, 7.30pm at the Football Club, Charter Lane.  All invitations will be sent out as normal, either by email or post.  It was confirmed that the Mayor and Mayoress will be attending the event.  Catering will be undertaken by the Football Club Stewardess, numbers will be determined in due course.
75. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Charnock Richard United Charities – met tonight and discussed the draft leases to the Parish Council and the Football Club.  It was confirmed, the Trustees now have Absolute Registered Title to the land the trust owns, which safeguards this land for the future.  The Trustees confirmed that the right for the community to play on the junior football pitch when not in use for football matches or training, has been retained in the new lease.  Residents will be informed that oak trees are the r/o of the houses on Willow Drive are now TPO’d.  The Football Club will reinstate the fence between the club and the garden of the first terraced house on Charter Lane, using the Land Registry approved fence-line.  The Trustees look forward to welcoming Councillor Cheetham as the new representative Trustee.
76. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

SLCC



Cyber Awareness Course – Clerk (50% with WPC)

     £29.40

PKF Littlejohn LLP

Audit Fee






   £240.00
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £692.44
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk         £120.06




NI due by Parish Council
£10.42

  
               £130.48
Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.  The Bank Reconciliation up to 30/6/21 is approved and finances are going according to plan with Income and Expenditure on track at this point in the financial year
77. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this 4 week month totals 103 Hours @ £9.00 per hour = £927.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £927.00.
Next Meeting:
Tuesday 2nd November 2021 – 7:00 pm – Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.05 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
Matters to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification permission granted for loft conversion including rear dormer.  The Oaks, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notice of Public Inquiry Appeal Ref: APP/D2320/W/21/3275691 – On 11 October 2021, 10am at Chorley Town Hall - Outline application for up to 123 dwellings, public open space, planting and landscaping.  Land adjacent Blainscough Hall, Blainscough Lane, Coppull.
c) Confirmation from the Enforcement Officer the shed has been removed from Lucas Avenue.
d) Notice of casual vacancy following resignation of Councillor Jackson.
e) Confirmation 2 x new street signs have been ordered for Sharratts Path.
f) Confirmation Mr Storey has been written/spoken to and reminded of his responsibility to comply with planning conditions and warned of enforcement action if wheel washing facility is not used at all times.
g) Notification County Councillor Iddon is no longer the Cabinet Member for Highways & Transport it is now Charles Edwards who I have now emailed about provision for disabled residents with a request to attend the October Meeting (no response as yet).
h) Bus service improvement plan – completed by Councillor Bishop and the Clerk.
i) Info. On Chorley Tree Planting in Parish Areas.  

j) CPRE – Lancashire Voice Summer 2021.
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