CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th December 2021 at 

7:00 pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr A J Shaw (Chairman), Mrs A Bishop, J Hill, L Cheetham, Mrs E Butcher, Mrs L Watson, A Cornwell and P Leadbetter.  Councillor Heaton will be arriving late.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)
Members of the public – asked if the Council knew the reason for the traffic lights on Preston Road at the moment.  Councillors confirmed that they could not say for definite.  It was confirmed that the recent issue on Chorley Lane resulting in traffic control, was due to water authority contractors cutting through electric cables.  This resulted in a loss of power for some in the village, including an elderly couple nearby who had no electricity for 2 days before it was resolved.
90. Apologies - Resolved:  Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Brennand (illness), and Councillor Heaton who will be arriving late due to attending a Chorley Council Meeting but he wishes Councillors all the best for Christmas and New Year.  Councillor Heaton wished it to be noted that he would not be sending Christmas Cards this year but will be making a donation to charity instead.  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillor Whittaker (Chorley Council Meeting) who also wished all Councillors all the best.  
91. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
92. To Accept the draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd November 2021 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 2nd November 2021 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
93. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) - Agreed.
94. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following application/s:
1) 21/01293/DEMCON – Application for prior determination for the proposed demolition of buildings associated with the former Camelot Theme Park.  Camelot Theme Park, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard – Decision Approved 30/11/21.
2) 21/01316/TPO – Application for work to a protected tree – Chorley BC TPO 2 (Charnock Richard) 1995: T1 Yew – Fell.  31A Church Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved - The Council objects to the proposed work to this tree. The tree is not dead, dying or diseased. The Council can see no justifiable reason for this tree to be felled.
3) 21/01331/REM – Reserved matters application (details of appearance) pursuant to planning application reference 18/00416/OUT (Outline application for the erection of 6 detached dwellings following demolition of existing dwelling and stables including details of access, layout and scale).  Latvian Consulate, Pemberton House Farm, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved - No Objections.
4) 21/01404/FULHH - Front porch, roof raise with dormers front and rear and single storey rear extension.  146 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard - Resolved - No Objections.
5) 21/01112/FUL – Amendment to application for retention of 2no. buildings for the use as a commercial cattery, and partial demolition of 2no. existing buildings.  Haydock Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – Resolved - No Objections to the amended proposals.
6) 21/01340/MNMA - S96A Minor non-material amendment application to planning permission 20/00033/FULHH (Single storey side extension including attached garage (following demolition of existing detached garage) and formation of new vehicular access) to change the external facing material from brick to K render and alterations to window openings.  2 Lichen Close, Charnock Richard - Resolved - No Objections.
7) 21/00327/FULMAJ – Notification of amendments to the plans submitted for erection of 76no. affordable dwellings with access, parking, landscaping and all other associated works (including pumping station).  Land 120M East Of 27 Charter Lane Charnock Richard – No official notification from the planning authority yet but amendments have been submitted, the day after similar proposals for a similar site in Chorley has been granted permission.  The proposals are only for one third of the whole site leaving the remainder open for phase 2 and 3 development.  A previous application for 60 dwellings on the whole site was refused.  There are no amenities in the village to support the development, the only access to the site is on Charter Lane, parking at School times is already horrendous.  This is not the right location for social housing.  The question of how Chorley Community Housing can agree to take on the development as rented accommodation before planning permission has been granted was raised.  The Education Assessment is incorrect as it is impossible that only 9 school places would be required from a development of this size.  The Parish Council accept that this site has been earmarked for development but it has to be the right type of development for the village.  The amended application will be discussed at the January 2022 Parish Council Meeting.
95. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Reminder that there is a set time to spend CIL money and agreement for a 12 month extension due to the pandemic – The Clerk confirmed that Chorley Council has agreed to extend the deadline for spending the CIL money until October 2022.  The Council confirmed they have a number of projects where the CIL money could be used eg:  water supply to Orchard Gardens, installation of inclusive picnic benches at Orchard Gardens, a new roundabout at Mossie Close play area and the purchase of SPID’s for the village.
b) Update on work undertaken on bridleways from Charnock Richard to Coppull – Following discussion it was agreed that the informal route, adjacent to the railway sidings going down to the footbridge, used for the past 43 years, is the preferred option.  LCC will be informed that the definitive route is not walkable and needs to be improved or the definitive route needs to be diverted onto the informal route.  The bridleway is not suitable for pedestrians.
c) Copy of plans/proposals for a new prison at Ulnes Walton, for your comment/observations – Resolved – the Council object to the proposals for the reasons set out in Report 2.
d) Info. From the Rural/Market Town Group on the Rural Village Service Group which focuses on Parishes.  Free until March 2022 – Resolved – the Council will not be joining this group.
e) Info. from LALC/NALC – Consultation from DEFRA into amending the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 2016 Regulations – for comment/observations – No comments.
f) Details of late items of correspondence received for note by the Council – i) Response from CC Edwards to issues raised in relation to footway access for disabled residents – It was confirmed that residents remain unhappy with the footways on Charter Lane and the offer to use a mobility scooter along this route remains open to CC Edwards.  It was agreed that Charter Lane is inadequate – the footways are unsafe for use by disabled or elderly residents, there are insufficient drop kerbs for mobility scooter users to get onto the road to avoid the dangerous footways and, whilst many mobility scooters are not road legal many mobility scooter users have no choice but to use the roads instead of the footways. ii) Info. On the Queen’s Platinum Big Jubilee Lunch – Suggested this could take the form of a community picnic at Orchard Gardens where attendees bring their own food or use the services of local businesses who could supply food.  Next Agenda. iii) Info. acquired which indicates that the cost of mobile SPID’s is very similar to the fixed ones – this will be taken into account in future discussions on this subject.
96. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
· Mud and lumps of stone and brick on the road from lorries leaving The Laurels was again reported as being a problem.  It was confirmed that if the wheel wash is dirty it will not work, the mud will not be washed off and will still spread onto the road and that the wheels of the vehicles which are too small to use the wheel wash still need washing before leaving the site.

· A request for permanent metal dog poo bag dispensers was made.  Prices will be obtained.

· The Council will thank the Dog & Partridge for an excellent Christmas Meal.
· The Council thank Joe Noblett for donating the Parish Christmas Tree again this year and thank Tommy Stafford for his help in putting it up.

· The school will be asked to ask parents to turn their car engines off when dropping off and picking up children from school.

· LCC will be asked to extend the yellow lines on Church Lane when turning out of Charter Lane, as parked vehicles are obstructing sightlines for motorists exiting Charter Lane.

· Flooding of the carriageway on German Lane remains an issue.

· Councillor Heaton reported, following his attendance at tonight’s Chorley Council Planning Committee Meeting that the appeal in relation to the motocross track off Croston Lane is likely to be in spring 2022 and the application for dwellings on Charter Lane is likely to be decided once appeal decisions on other land in the Borough are known.
97. Orchard Gardens – Picnic Benches.  Work required on site by the Parish Council in preparation for installation of water supply.  Removal of diseased tree.  Councillor Bishop will follow up the inquiry for the supply of picnic benches, one of which will be wheelchair accessible, with Pole Green Nurseries.  Councillor Bishop has supplied two quotations for work to remove the diseased tree at Orchard Gardens.  Councillor Cheetham will obtain a third quotation.  The Council believe that there is a duty of care to the residents and motorists and, it is necessary therefore to remove the tree for health and safety reasons and take the matter up with the Diocese making a contribution towards these costs once the danger has been removed.  It was reported that there is now evidence of honey fungus in some of the other trees in the same tree line.  There are also 2 Ash trees on the car park side which have Ash dieback.  Concern was expressed that these things had not been picked up by the Diocesan Arborist.  The trees he marked several years ago have had no action to date either.  Resolved - the Council will wait for the third quotation for removal of the diseased tree before making a decision.  The Council will take the best value quote when making a decision. 
98. Lease for Mossie Close Play Area – In view of the recent issues with the lease from the Diocese, the Trustees have agreed to make the terms of the leases to the Football Club and Parish Council more specific and unambiguous in regard to liabilities and responsibilities, so that a similar situation will not arise in the future between the Trustees, the Parish Council and Football Club.  Revised leases will be issued to the parties in due course.
99. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing to report.
100. Accounts
Accounts paid last month for ratifying this month:

Pole Green Nurseries

Vouchers for Best Kept Garden Competition
 (50%)
   
    £180.00

CR Football Club

Drinks for Best Kept Garden Competition


    £185.35

FJ Wright


Catering for Best Kept Garden Competition


    £240.00

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





      £26.18
Accounts for Payment:

SLCC



Annual Membership (50% of £185 shared with WPC)
     £93.00
Printerinks


Ink cartridges (50% contribution from WPC to come)
   £195.18

Huawei


Laptop & accessories (50% contribution from WPC to come) £489.98

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £692.44
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk         £120.06




NI due by Parish Council
£10.42

  
               £130.48
D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £24.99
Receipts:  

Chorley Council
CIL Receipt







 £3843.21
Notification from E.on prices are increasing from 1/12/21 (electricity supply to defibrillator) – Noted.
Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts.  That the Clerk purchases a 2TB external hard drive to assist with external storage of Parish Council data.
101. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this 4 week month totals 114 Hours (additional hours gritting) @ £9.00 per hour = £1026.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1026.00.
Next Meeting:
Tuesday 4th January 2022 – 7:00 pm – Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.10 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
Matters to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification from the Scarecrow Festival Committee that their AGM will take place on Tuesday 25 January 2022 at 7pm in the Scout & Guide HQ, any ideas or input at the meeting would be very welcome. The date for next year’s festival is 10th and 11th of September 2022.
b) Confirmation the report of a possible breach of planning control at 5 Buttermere Gardens will be investigated.
c) Confirmation your report of faded road markings at the junction of Butterworth Brow and Yarrow Valley Way has been passed to LCC road markings dept.
d) Confirmation Parish Council observations on the appeal at the motocross track Croston Lane have been forwarded to the planning inspector.
e) Acknowledgement County Councillor Charles Edwards, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, has asked highways to investigate the matters raised by the Parish Council.
f) Copy poster of County Councillors – displayed in the Notice Boards.
REPORT 2

21/01028/OUTMAJ - HM Prison Wymott Moss Lane Ulnes Walton - Charnock Richard Parish Council strongly objects to these proposals as they would constitute inappropriate development of this Green Belt site. The scale and size of the proposals would have a significant detrimental impact on the openness of the Green Belt and would dwarf the adjacent prisons of Garth and Wymott. The proposals would have an adverse impact on the character and appearance of the area and an adverse effect on the residential amenity of those living close to the proposed development site. The additional traffic generated by the proposals, not only at the construction stage but once complete, with increased staff and visitor traffic, will affect all major road links to the site and result in increased volumes of traffic on local roads and in many neighbouring villages. The road infrastructure leading to, and around the site, is totally inadequate to cope with the increased vehicular movements associated with this development, in addition to the already increasing vehicular movements associated with current housing development in the area. There are no proposals for traffic calming measures or improvements to the road networks to support the proposals. The Council feel strongly that there are risk assessment and safeguarding issues around the proposed re-location of the bus stop onto the proposed prison car park. Serious consideration must be given to using some of the many empty and disused prisons in the Country rather than building new ones on land protected by Green Belt Status. There are no special circumstances or benefits shown which will outweigh the significant detriments of building this very large prison in an already overdeveloped area with inadequate infrastructure to support the proposals. An additional large scale prison at this location would result in a completely inappropriate overdevelopment of Green Belt Land which must be protected.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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