CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 4th January 2022 at 

7:00 pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr A J Shaw (Chairman), Mrs A Bishop, J Hill, L Cheetham, Mrs E Butcher, A Cornwell, P Leadbetter and H Heaton.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)
The Chairman wished everyone present a Happy New Year.
Members of the public – were present to discuss the proposed development on land off Charter Lane and the amendments received.  The Chairman confirmed that he would propose that Standing Orders be lifted at this point in the agenda to allow those present to take part in discussions on this matter.

It was reported that the drains on Preston Road, between Kingsthorpe and The Foxwood are completely blocked along with the road gullies at this location.  During recent rainfall this resulted in flooding of the carriageway which extended several feet into the road.  It was reported that a slop drain was installed from the Hinds Head Garage on Preston Road as part of the planning development at The Foxwood.  When LCC did the recent drainage work around the Town Lane area everything seemed to work however, water is now coming up from the gully towards the Coppull boundary, between Haydock’s Farm and the brook and then flowing along the carriageway until it goes down to the brook.  It was confirmed that the gully sucker has been seen at various places in the village recently.
102. Apologies - Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Cheetham (holidays), Councillor Brennand (illness), and Councillor Mrs Watson (awaiting Covid test results).  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillor Whittaker (Chorley Council Meeting).
103. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force – Councillor Heaton declared an interest in planning by virtue of his office at Chorley Borough Council.  Councillor Shaw declared an interest in that Mr Robinson, who will be mentioned in discussions in relation to Orchard Gardens, is his personal solicitor and is the legal representative of the Charnock Richard United Charities.  No further declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
104. To Accept the draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th December 2021 and the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council on 21st December 2021 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th of December 2021 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 21st December had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council and the Extraordinary Meeting were accepted as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.
105. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 5 – no discussion required) - Agreed.
106. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following application/s:
1) 21/00327/FULMAJ – Notification of amendments to the plans submitted for erection of 76 no. affordable dwellings with access, parking, landscaping and all other associated works (including pumping station).  Land 120M East Of 27 Charter Lane Charnock Richard – Amendments summarised as follows: 1) changes to the cottage style apartment design 2) inclusion of a hedgerow to the northern boundary 3) change in location of gates as requested by Lancashire Designing Out Crime Unit 4) changes to footpath and access road as requested by LCC Highways Dept. – It is felt that the amendments submitted are in an attempt to mitigate possible reasons for refusal of planning permission.
Standing Orders were suspended to allow members of the public present to have an input into the discussions.  Residents present feel the proposals will significantly spoil this area, that some residents will be overlooked by the proposed apartments, that already existing parking and traffic problems will be made worse, that parked vehicles will obstruct sightlines out of the development onto Charter Lane, and that this is the first of a possible two or three phases of development at this location.  Social housing already built in the village as part of the Cherry Tree Close development is occupied largely by people from outside the village.  There is no local need for this type of housing in the village.  It was confirmed that the Policy for development in Charnock Richard remains as small developments or infill.  It was suggested that in the next Planning Policy Review the Parish Council ask that the provision for a public consultation on planning applications should be given more importance.  The Parish Council Meeting Resumed – following full discussions the Parish Council views on this application remain unchanged and it was Resolved:  The Parish Council strongly objects to these proposals. The Council are extremely concerned about the number of houses proposed as Planning Policy 1(f) of the Core Strategy only allows for “small developments” or “infill” development in Charnock Richard.  Proposals for 76 homes cannot be considered a small development.  This application is for more dwellings on part of the site contained within a previous application, which was refused as being contrary to Policy 1 above.  If 60 dwellings was considered too many by the Planning Committee in 2017, and there have been no material changes in the site or to the surrounding infrastructure since that date, then 76 dwellings must similarly be too many. 

The Council are also very concerned about the highway safety implications of the proposals. The existing road infrastructure is incapable of supporting a development of 76 additional homes.  Taking an average of 2.4 cars per household this would amount to an additional 180+ cars and in excess of 360+ vehicular movements per day in and out of the site.  Charter Lane, at only 5.5 metres wide, is not suitable as an access road and the lack of pavement/footway on one side of the road means additional footfall on this route would be very limited.  The junctions of Charter Lane/Chorley Lane and Charter Lane/Church Lane have not been constructed to deal with this significant increase in vehicular movements without seriously compromising highway safety for pedestrians and road users.  The Charter Lane/ Chorley Lane junction is completely inadequate to support this size of development.  The sightlines are restricted and there is no land available to increase the visibility splay to accommodate the additional number of vehicular movements created by a development of 76 homes.  Similarly, the Charter Lane/Church Lane junction sightlines are restricted, often by parked cars associated with children attending the Primary School on Church Lane, and again it is difficult to see how this access could be altered to service the number of cars associated with a development of 76 homes. Parking and traffic problems are already major issues at peak times and school times but also at weekends when the Football Club training and matches take place.   In addition it is believed that parked cars on Charter Lane will obstruct sightlines for those motorists exiting the proposed development site, again compromising the safety of road users and pedestrians.  The Parish Council do not believe that this is a sustainable development and that there is a significant lack of infrastructure in Charnock Richard to support this development.  There are no shops, no doctor’s surgery, no dentist or pharmacy and with very limited public transport links, connectivity to these services is extremely difficult.  There are no school places available in Charnock Richard and neighbouring Parish schools are all fully subscribed.  There are already significant parking problems in the village, in particular on Charter Lane and Church Lane, at school opening and closing times which would be significantly exacerbated by the addition of 76 dwellings on this site.  

There is no gas supply to the site because this area is off grid; this could therefore result in a surge in demand for electricity to the site which could detrimentally affect neighbouring properties and the village in general.  In addition to the above objections there is a significant risk of increased flooding to neighbouring homes and gardens on Charter Lane and Leeson Avenue, despite the inclusion of a pumping station and, it is questionable whether the existing sewerage system would be able to cope with the increased demand resulting from this development.  There is concern that during significant rainfall the proposed pumping station would be inadequate and that the water discharged would be going into an already struggling and full to capacity drainage system in the village resulting in increased flooding.  Concerns have also been raised in relation to the environmental impact the proposals would have on wildlife in the area as the land in question is currently a valuable feeding ground for barn owls and, a site survey has shown the ponds on the land are inhabited by great crested newts.  The land also offers a valuable habitat for hedgehogs, foxes and grazing deer.  The Parish Council believes that a full public consultation should have been undertaken by the applicant prior to submitting this application and the amendments, as the proposals will have a significant detrimental impact on the whole village, the roads, the utilities, highway safety and the demand for school places.  Furthermore, a full Ecological Survey should be undertaken to assess the impact of the proposals on this land and in the village.  In addition to the above, the Parish Council are extremely concerned that this application may be Phase I and that they may be faced with further development of the remainder of the site in the future. Therefore, taking all these factors into account the Parish Council strongly objects to the proposals for this site which would constitute inappropriate development in Charnock Richard contrary to Planning Policy in the Core Strategy.  There is no proven or evidential need at this time, or indeed going forward, for 76 affordable dwellings in Charnock Richard, nor on this site.
2) 21/01464/SCE – Request for a screening opinion pursuant to Regulation 6 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 for the installation of a solar energy park.  Land Either Side Of M6, South Of Mill Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved - The Council are of the opinion that an Environmental Impact Assessment is a necessity to support any forthcoming planning application for the installation of a solar energy park.
107. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Response to report of a possible breach of planning control at 5 Buttermere Gardens – Noted.
b) Request for Neighbourhood priority project ideas for delivery between April 22 and March 23 – It was suggested that the Council could request assistance with the purchase of a SPID or, that the current proposal to determine the needs of disabled residents and to look at  improving access to facilities in and around the village for disabled residents be pursued as Phase II of this project.  Resolved – that the Council will build upon last year’s project in a bid to improve access to facilities for disabled people in the village.  Councillor Leadbetter will pursue this as the Parish Council representative on the Neighbourhood Forum and as lead on this project in conjunction with Borough Council officers.
c) Notification from Lea Hough Surveyors that the Diocese will be transferring management of the glebe land portfolio to Ingham & Yorke by January 2022 – Noted.
d) Info. On metal dog poo bag dispensers – Additional info. will be obtained for discussion at the February meeting.
e) Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Big Lunch – The Council discussed the possibility of a community picnic in Orchard Gardens where residents could bring their own food.  The Council will also aim to find out what other organisations in the village are planning and possibly help them in some way e.g.: Church, Scouts, School, Pre-School, and a Charity Cricket Match.
f) Info. from LALC/NALC – nothing specific to discuss.
g) Details of late items of correspondence received for note by the Council – i) Response from LCC public rights of way manager to questions raised in relation to resurfacing the bridleway off Freemans Lane and possible work to the public footpaths along this route – As improvements have been made to the bridleway, improvements to the public footpath would not now be a priority.  LCC agree the informal route adjacent to the railway line is a better option but would require a diversion or a dedication and adoption as an additional footpath, again LCC would not consider doing this in the foreseeable future.  The Parish Council could secure funding to dedicate and adopt this route, or apply for a diversion, all at their cost,.  LCC would only consider adopting this as the definitive route and therefore maintainable by LCC if the route was brought up to a proper standard first – Resolved – The Parish Council will ask LCC to add the route to the list for consideration to divert from the definitive route to the informal route in the future.  Councillor Cornwell confirmed he had received some good reports from people using the now upgraded bridleway.  The Lengthsman will be asked to cut back the overgrowth on the right hand side of the public footpath from Freemans Lane down to the footbridge.  Councillor Heaton agreed to go down this route and cut up any fallen trees.
108. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
· A number of Councillors reported receiving a letter in which the PCC are asking for financial assistance from parishioners to undertake repairs to the Church.  The Vicarage is sold but the money will go to the Diocese.  Parishioners are disappointed, particularly as they have lost the Vicarage and the current position with the Parish Rooms/Community Centre is complicated.

· The Police will be asked to look at the car, repeatedly parked on the pavement, very close to the corner on Leeson Avenue, opposite the bungalows.  It is causing an obstruction.

· The Clerk was asked to find out what planning permission was granted for the erection of the new dwelling on Park Hall Road as the site is very untidy with cabins, vehicles and buses.

· The Lengthsman will be asked to repair the village name sign at the Coppull boundary where the back has fallen off.  It will need painting and re-attaching to the sign.

· The carriageway is still flooding on German Lane.  There are no gullies and the banking adjacent to the road is too high for the water to go in to the ditch.
· The gate has been locked at the entrance to the public footpath from Pear Tree Avenue, Coppull, through to Sharratts Path, Charnock Richard.  
109. Orchard Gardens – Progress with Picnic Benches – on hold for the moment.  Work required on site by the Parish Council in preparation for installation of water supply – on hold for the moment.  Removal of diseased tree – the appointed contractor is on holiday until 10th January 2022 – work will be undertaken after this date.
110. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing to report.
111. Accounts
Accounts paid last month for ratifying this month:

Lea Hough & Co

Rent for Orchard Gardens


£100.00

Lea Hough & Co

Rent for land adjacent to Orchard Gardens
  £25.00
   £125.00

Accounts for Payment:

CR Charity Trustees

Rent for Mossie Close play area



   £100.00
Chorley Council

Grass cutting Leeson Avenue/Orchard Gardens

   £182.23

E.on



Electricity use at Telephone Box Chorley Lane (Defib)
     £14.41

Zoom



Payment for Annual use of zoom pro



   £143.88

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £692.44
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk         £120.06




NI due by Parish Council
£10.42

  
               £130.48
D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £24.99
Receipts:  

Wrightington PC

Zoom (50% contribution)




     £59.95

Wrightington PC

Ink cartridges (50% contribution)
   


     £81.31
Wrightington PC

Laptop & accessories (50% contribution) 


   £204.16
HMRC



VAT refund






   £120.16
Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts.
112. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this 5 week month totals 127 Hours (additional hours gritting) @ £9.00 per hour = £1143.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1143.00.  It was reported that a local resident has 2 pallets of rock salt which he no longer needs and is willing to sell to the Parish Council at a preferential price.  These are 25kg bags, stored at Bradley Hall Trading Estate.  An invoice could be supplied for accounting and audit purposes – The Council thanked the resident for his offer and agreed to contact him when grit bins need re-stocking.
113. Item to be discussed in the absence of the public and the press – Correspondence in relation to Orchard Gardens was read aloud together with the initial response from Mr Robinson, Solicitor, Kevills Solicitors.  Councillor Bishop confirmed that approximately 3 years ago the Diocesan Arborist told her that the Diocese were responsible for the ancient trees whilst the Parish Council were responsible for any new planting undertaken by them over recent years.  The Parish Council confirmed that they believe they also have a duty of care to residents, homeowners and motorists who could be injured if a diseased tree falls in the direction of the road.  It was agreed that the Parish Council were proceeding with removal of the diseased tree for health and safety reasons.  Discussions in relation to the land at Orchard Gardens and the car park area were detailed and responses are awaited from the Diocese.  The Parish Council would like to continue to lease the land in question on a long term basis going forward but would be prepared to discuss other options if necessary.  If a land valuation is required in the future, should the need arise, the Parish Council would be happy to arrange this.
Next Meeting:
Tuesday 1st February 2022 – 
6.00pm Budget Meeting

                                                                        
7.00 pm Parish Council Meeting 

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.10 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
Matters to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification application withdrawn for erection of a steel portal frame building to provide space to store and maintain equipment associated with fencing contractor’s business.  Yew Tree Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification Certificate of Lawfulness granted for the use of the existing domestic outbuilding (garage) for the grooming of up to 4no. dogs on a daily basis between 09.00 and 17.00 hours Monday to Friday on a commercial basis ancillary to the use of the dwellinghouse.  The Laurels, 14 Church Lane, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification of temporary road closure on Wood Lane, Heskin, from 9am on Monday 14th February 2022 until 5pm on Friday 18th February 2022 to allow Network Plus on behalf of Electricity North West to carry out installation of a new customer connection works.
d) CPRE Lancashire Voice, Winter 2021 edition.  CPRE Fieldwork, Winter 2021 edition.  CPRE Countryside Voice, Winter 2021 edition.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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