CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th April 2022 at 

7:00 pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mrs A Bishop (Acting Chairman), J Hill, Mrs L Watson, H Heaton, Mrs E Butcher, P Leadbetter, L Cheetham, and A Cornwell.  Also present Borough Councillor Whittaker.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)
Borough Councillor Whittaker reported on discussions on the Charter Lane development at the recent Planning Committee Meeting and his disappointment that refusal was not agreed.  Instead, members will have a site visit prior to making their decision.  It is hoped they visit during school term time and at school closing time so the extent of existing parking and highways issues can be seen. It is believed that the “need” for this type of development has not been proved. The decision appears to hinge on whether the Borough Council has enough housing land for the next 5 years and on recent appeal decisions in neighbouring Parishes which have been upheld.  A resident present, who spoke against the development at the planning committee meeting, was present and confirmed a strategy is required for when the application is re-considered by the committee.  Facts and figures in relation to school places, evidence of the chaos at school times, and a further response from LCC to questions of why the core safety measures they believed were necessary in previous applications are not included in their consultation response, will all be pursued, along with the fact that, no traffic assessment has been carried out since 2016.  If LCC have no objections on highways grounds then objectors must look for other planning issues e.g.: the adverse impact/effect the additional traffic generated by the site will have on Charter Lane and other roads in the Parish.  The fact the site is not sustainable development is crucial.  Editorial says Chorley Council has not reached their targets for house building, but a recent press release says they have, and how well they have done.  Objectors believe the number of school places suggested has been under-estimated.  It is believed this type of dwelling must be filled to capacity resulting in many more children and residents than the quoted figures indicate.  BC Whittaker will pursue the school places issue.  It was stressed that the village is not completely averse to building on this site but, different options must be brought back to the table i.e.: fewer homes, different types of homes etc.  It was again confirmed that the previous applicant at the site was refused permission for 66 houses on the whole site, and the applicant did not appeal against this decision.  It was reported that a development of affordable homes will not attract CIL money which could be used to benefit the village.  It was reported that a problem faced when older people look at the Almshouses is that they, or their families, decide not to take them as there are no amenities in the village and transport links are poor.  It was reported that data from Right Move is being used to support the predicted demand for this type of housing, however, this data can be manipulated, is unreliable and flawed.  Statistics this week indicate there are 906 homes between Chorley and Leyland sitting empty with 500+ having been empty for more than 6 months. It was confirmed that, at the Planning Committee Meeting objections and comments need to be concise and to the point.  The key factors being: - school places, highway safety issues, lack of transport, the economic value to the village and sustainability.  Councillor Heaton confirmed he withdrew his proposal for refusal as he felt the meeting was heading towards an approval and therefore felt a site visit would be more beneficial.  The Council will request the site visit is during school term time and at school closing time, 3.00-3.30pm.
With regard to activity at the motocross site on Croston Lane residents were disappointed when it started again recently.  However, current permitted development rights at the site allow for this.

138. Apologies - Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Shaw (holiday) and Brennand (unwell).  
139. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
140. To Accept the draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st March 2022 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 1st March 2022 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
141. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) - Agreed.
142. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following application/s:
For Note:  22/00307/DIS - Notification of application to discharge conditions 7 (landscaping), 10 (dwelling emissions rate details) and 11 (dwelling emissions rate as built) attached to planning permission 20/01100/FUL (Erection of 1 new dwelling and double garage with associated access pursuant to permission in principle 19/00484/PIP) Gate House, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – Cannot comment.

1)   22/00362/FULMAJ - Erection of a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) and associated infrastructure.  Land North Of Vause Farm, Town Lane, Charnock Richard - Resolved – The Council has no objections in principle to the proposals provided the following conditions are attached: That a full and appropriate traffic assessment is undertaken prior to the commencement of any work, to ensure that Town Lane is suitable as an access road for the type, size and length of the vehicles accessing the site during the construction phase and also, to ensure that Town Lane can cope with the size and scale of the vehicles considering the parked vehicles currently on Town Lane which restrict access. That a time scale is placed on the construction and completion phase of the work at the site. That a limit is placed on the number of vehicles using this route in any given hour and conditions attached for reasonable operating hours taking account of the fact that the access route is through a residential area. The traffic assessment should detail traffic management proposals where the houses are. The Council would like to ask if the energy supply would benefit Charnock Richard as a village in any way.
143. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Notification that the external audit of the Parish Council accounts for the year ending 31/3/22 will take place on Friday 1st July 2022 by PKF Littlejohn LLP – Noted.
b) Enquiry from the Scouts & Guides whether the Parish Council are arranging anything to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – The Council has no specific activities planned apart from planting a tree to mark the Platinum Jubilee in Orchard Gardens.  The Clerk will look into the cost of bunting for Orchard Gardens and flags which can be flown around the village.  Councillor Heaton reported that if anyone does want to arrange something the Football Field is free.  The Parish Council are happy for people to enjoy a picnic in Orchard Gardens to celebrate the Jubilee weekend if they so wish, provided they use the litter bins provided and take their litter home.  It was confirmed that the picnic benches will be in place by next week.  These will need to be assembled on site and secured in place.  It was suggested that any colourful planting could be done in Royal/Jubilee colours.
c) Response from PCSO to reports of trespass in the village – It was reported that it is not always possible to get through when calling 101, and sometimes the instruction is to complete an online reporting form, something which not all residents are able to undertake.
d) Request from the Police for notification of future community events where you would like a police presence or where a police presence is needed (except Remembrance Sunday) – Details of the Scarecrow Festival will be provided – Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th September 2022.
e) Copy of the March 2022 play equipment inspection sheet for info. – Roundabout stiff to turn and handle on small roundabout needs tightening up – Noted.
f) Copy of LCC SPID Policy & Procedure and Questionnaire – Noted.
g) Notification from Chorley Council that they will provide a Community Skip at Pole Green Nurseries on Saturday 30th April between 9.30am and 12.00pm – Having spoken to Pole Green Nurseries, Saturdays at the end of April are busy and this may not be the safest location for the skip.  It was suggested that the gateway of the growing area for Pole Green Nurseries on Delph Lane would be more suitable.  This location will be put to Chorley Council.
h) Details of late items of correspondence received for note by the Council – i) March Crime figures  – The Council will ask the difference between a crime and an incident and for a breakdown of where the crimes/incidents are occurring. ii) Email introduction from new Police CBM PC Lucy Cooper – Noted. iii) Update on activities at the Motocross site, Croston Lane, following notification of a recent meeting – Confirmation from the enforcement officer that the use will fall within the permitted development rights already in existence at the site which started again at the beginning of the year (14 days per year) – Noted.  The site will be monitored to ensure the use does not exceed 14 days per year.  Some local residents did enjoy using the site at this last meeting.  However, users must respect the lives of the residents in the village.
144. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
· Flooding on German Lane remains an issue which will be reported again.

· The silver car parked on the corner of Leeson Avenue, opposite the bungalows and near the grit bin, will be reported to the Police as it is considered to be parked dangerously.

· There is an adult speeding around the centre of the village on a mini-motocross bike. This can be clearly heard and Charter Lane is a popular route. The usual time for this is around 6 o’clock in the evening and on Saturday and Sunday afternoons.  The Police will be asked to patrol.
· The gully pot opposite the school on Church Lane has sunk and requires attention.

· A pot hole requires attention near the mini-roundabout when turning left out of Mill Lane.

· Story Homes will be asked to cut back hedges on Park Hall Road.

· The battery needs to be checked in the defibrillator in the telephone box on Chorley Lane.

· The newly diverted public footpath off Brook Lane is in a poor state and water-logged.  Councillor Heaton agreed to speak to the landowner and ask for assistance with this.

· The posts on which the Brook Lane street name sign is mounted are broken.  It is believed that the For Sale sign attached to the street name sign has caused this damage.
145. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Chorley Liaison Meeting – attended by Councillor Cornwell.  Neighbourhood Priority (provision for disabled residents) – Councillor Leadbetter requested that this be put on the monthly agenda to progress this matter.
146. Acceptance of Annual Audit Plan for forthcoming year and review of documentation in the 
Parish Councillors Information Pack – Councillors reviewed their copies in their own time before 

this meeting to discuss possible amendments required prior to adoption in May.  The Clerk reported

that the Code of Conduct is likely to be updated during 2022/23 as the updated Code is currently out

for consultation.  Resolved – The Annual Audit Plan was accepted for 2022/23.  Councillors

agreed that the Code of Conduct will be updated and approved in the future once agreed by

the Borough Council.  It is likely Parish Councils will adopt the same Code of Conduct used by

the Borough Council for continuity purposes and ease of application.
147. Update on Charter Lane Development following Planning Committee Meeting – Following discussions with the public earlier in the Meeting Councillors agreed that only valid planning objections, along with policy references to support the objections, will be beneficial.  A further collaborative Meeting to get all the relevant points together and ensure that everything is covered by all those speaking at the planning committee meeting may be required.  It was confirmed that if planning permission is granted and the development goes ahead it will have an impact on the whole village, school places, highways, parking, and other issues.  Those speaking against the application at the planning committee meeting need as much evidence as possible to support their objections.
Councillors Cornwell and Heaton left the Parish Council Meeting at this point.

148. Best Kept Garden/Village Competition – Following discussions on the benefits and detriments to the Parish of entering this competition at last month’s Meeting, Councillors agreed that they will incorporate a Best Kept Village category into the Best Kept Garden Competition.  The Best Kept Village category will include similar features to those in the existing competition e.g.: Best Kept Pub, Best Kept Restaurant, and Best Kept Business.  Certificates will be awarded at the annual presentation evening for category winners just as they are for the best kept gardens.
149. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

Chorley Council

Mayor’s Charities





     £60.00

LALC 



Annual Subscriptions 





   £436.26
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £692.64
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk         £119.86




NI due by Parish Council
£10.42

  
               £130.28
D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £25.39
Receipts:  

Wrightington PC

Contribution towards Landline/Broadband costs

     £75.57

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts.  
150. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this 5 week month totals 141 Hours @ £9.00 per hour = £1269.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1269.00.
Next Meeting:
Tuesday 3rd May 2022 – 6.30pm Annual Parish Meeting

    7.00 pm Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.05 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
Matters to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification permission granted for retention of 2no. buildings for use as a commercial cattery, and partial demolition of 2no. existing buildings.  Haydock Farm, Preston Road.
b) Notification outline permission granted with all matters reserved for demolition of buildings and residential development for up to nine detached dwellings.  Hunters Lodge Motel, Preston Road – It was noted that there is nothing the Parish Council can do to support the family. Any issues are now between the landowner and the leaseholders.
c) Notification of approval of intention to upgrade existing telecommunications equipment including the replacement of 2no. existing antennas with 3no. new antennas, relocation of 2no. existing microwave dishes, replacement of ground-based equipment cabinets and associated minor ancillary works.  Vodafone, Telecommunications Mast 37651, Delph Lane.
d) Notification of approval by LCC of Reg 3/4 application ref: LCC/2022/0002 (Variation of condition 2 of planning permission ref: LCC/2019/0054 to allow the golf course re-contouring operations and restoration to continue until 23 March 2023).  The Laurels at Charnock Richard – More complaints received recently.  This will be monitored.
e) Notification of siting of a static caravan on land opposite Mrs M’s – reported to the enforcement officer.
f) Notice of Election of 1 Councillor for Eccleston, Heskin and Charnock Richard in the forthcoming elections on 5th May 2022.
g) Confirmation the barrier to the services was open as due to high winds the cabinet and wiring were damaged and there were issues with the traffic lights.
h) Confirmation that the question of whether a fruit or nut tree would be available to the Parish Council to plant to mark the Queen’s Jubilee has been passed to the communities team.
i) Notification that Slow Down Save Lives Resources are available to Parish Councils i.e.: 250 x Bin Stickers, 1 x Banner (with guidance on installation), 2 x Adult High Viz Waistcoats – Ordered.
j) Slides from the Parish & Town Council Conference (the “Highways Special”).
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