CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th July 2022 at 7:30pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane.

Present:  Councillors L Cheetham (Acting Chairman), A J Shaw, J Hill, Mrs L Watson, A Cornwell, H Heaton and G Brennand.  Also present, Borough Councillor Whittaker and Borough Councillor Singh.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 
Borough Councillor Whittaker – reported the revised date for the Motocross public inquiry will be August.  Chorley Council has confirmed they will fight for no more than 14 days use.  It was reported that Heskin PC has raised concerns about SPID’s, which now require a separate pole, can only stay up for 6 months and residents must be consulted about locations.  He did not feel that motorists do try to see what the highest speed they can display on the SPID.

Borough Councillor Singh – congratulated those who spoke at the planning committee meeting where the application for development on land off Charter Lane was refused and confirmed that the applicant now has 6 months to appeal.  

Councillor Watson thanked everyone for speaking and getting the point across.  Several questions were raised about the way the application was handled in the lead up to the committee meeting.  Why some addendums were specifically referred to and others were not.  Why some entries did not appear on the planning portal.  Why some additional, later comments were ignored and/or not referred to or reported.  It was felt that the officer’s report was conflicting, inaccurate and misleading.  Concern was expressed that if Charnock Richard had not fought this successfully, the domino effect could have resulted in other villages.  It was reported that the late entry reported was grossly offensive, however, officers have an obligation to put this information out in the public domain.  Councillor Shaw confirmed that it is often difficult with an emotive application.  The residents association had to restate that they are not against development of this land per se, but that it has to be the right type of development on this site. Councillor Watson confirmed that she had changed her representation based on the late, damaging entry reported by the Chairman of the Planning Committee.  The Clerk asked if Chorley Council has a policy for dealing with anonymous emails, and if in fact this email was anonymous.  It was reported that there is a theory that sometimes an applicant can submit inflammatory comments to turn the argument around.  The Parish Council hope that Chorley Council can uphold the decision if/when it goes to appeal.  
Borough Councillor Singh - reported that he had followed up on what happened with the late comments received and was told it did not appear on the Councils website because of the nature of the comments, but officers felt people should be made aware of them because they were inappropriate and unacceptable.  It was confirmed, members left the room to obtain the correct policies to support refusing the application.
The Parish Council will write to the Head of Department expressing their dismay at the comments reported at the last minute at the Planning Committee Meeting, they were derogatory, biased, racist, unjust, inappropriate and the Chairman’s comments did not come over as her personal disgust.  Why was the document not public, where did it come from and why was it not on the planning portal.  If it was inadmissible on the planning portal why was it felt necessary to report it on the addendum?
31. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors Mrs Bishop (holidays), Mrs Butcher (Covid) and Leadbetter (prior commitment).  Councillor Mrs Watson apologised and left the Meeting early.
32. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
33. To Accept the Minutes of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th June 2022 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th June 2022 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
34. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) - Agreed.
35. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following applications:
1) 22/00389/FUL – Erection of a polytunnel for agricultural purposes (retrospective).  Tan House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections.
2) 22/00554/FULHH – Two storey side extension and front porch extension.  2 Leeson Avenue, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections.
3) 22/00662/CLPUD – Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed detached outbuilding to accommodate a home office and workshop.  Brookfield, 10 Highgrove Avenue, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections.
36. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Confirmation LCC do not own the bus shelter on Chorley Lane, therefore will not be replacing it – A report will be made to Chorley Council to see if they will repair it.
b) Notification the next Chorley Liaison Meeting will take place on Wednesday 20th July 2022 at 6.30pm in Council Chamber, Chorley Town Hall, plus a request for Agenda items by 8th July – Resolved – Councillor Cornwell will attend.  No agenda items for submission.
c) Letter from CC Charlie Edwards explaining LCC’s position with regards to attaching items to street lighting columns – Noted.
d) Details of the new LCC Love Clean Streets app – Noted.  Councillors will try the app.
e) Request to fly the Red Ensign on Merchant Navy Day, 3rd September 2022 – Resolved – The Parish Council will purchase 2 x 5’x3’ Red Ensign flags to fly on the flag pole at the end of Church Lane and one in Orchard Gardens.  Councillor Heaton will confirm whether there is a spare flagpole at the Football Club which could be used at Orchard Gardens.
f) Confirmation of road safety items received from LCC and how to place them in the Parish safely – The Clerk reported receipt of the Slow Down, Save Lives resources.  1 x large yellow banner, 1 roll of 50 bin stickers and 2 high vis waistcoats.  It was suggested the banner be erected on Chorley Lane, on posts, before the S-bends.  Councillor Cheetham will distribute the bin stickers on Chorley Lane.  The hi-vis waistcoats will be given to the Lengthsman.
g) Info. from LALC – Nothing to report.
h) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Confirmation Community Clean Up/Skip Day is Saturday 16th July 2022, 9.30am-12pm – The Chairman will be the lead contact.  Councillor Heaton will attend from 9.45am to supervise location of the skip.  Other volunteers will be required during the course of the morning. ii) Confirmation the ROSPA play equipment inspection will take place in August – Noted.  A repair kit for the safety surfacing will be ordered from Wicksteed. iii) Update on the Motocross situation off Croston Lane – The Council will request confirmation that Chorley Council will also be pressing for reinstatement of the site to what it was before, as well as preventing any additional use of the site. iv) Copy of the updated Disabled Needs Survey – Noted.  v) Information on the 2022/23 Public Rights of Way – Local Delivery Scheme and Biodiversity Grants – Resolved – The Council will not be taking up the Local Delivery Scheme but will apply for the Biodiversity Grant for 2022/23. vi) Draft lease for Mossie Close play area from Charnock Richard United Charities – The lease has been circulated to Councillors. If all are agreed the Clerk will arrange for the final lease to be approved and signed at, or shortly after, the August Parish Council Meeting.
37. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
Report from Councillors Mrs Bishop, Mrs Butcher and Leadbetter in their absence.

· Noise issues at Park Hall events will be monitored.  Noise at Motocross events off Croston Lane is also disturbing livestock as well as residents.
· Damage to fruit bushes and a healthy fruit tree at Orchard Gardens, along with replanting of hawthorn to fill gaps in the hedgerow, transplanting of a small Oak tree and planting of rhubarb plants from a resident’s garden were reported.  A hosepipe trolley reel has been purchased by one of the volunteers. The area for the path and slab for the inclusive picnic bench is in progress.

· Complaints about the steepness of the Bridlepath from Freemans Lane to Coppull were reported.

· Japanese Knotweed on Sharratts Path needs another treatment.

· No weed killing as yet on Southgates, Neargates and Merefold.

· Residents of the bungalows on Leeson Avenue were unhappy that grass cutting in their gardens was not undertaken sooner as the grass was very long when cut.

· Councillors and members of the residents association were thanked for their efforts and support in objecting to development on land off Charter Lane.

· Hedges on Park Hall Road are now making the footway unusable in places.

· Overgrown hedges from land at Fishers Farm, Back Lane, need cutting back.

· Councillor Heaton reported that it may be possible to replace the small Charnock Richard sign near Plymouth Bridge with the gateway entrance sign he has in storage.  He will report back.

· Hedges on Charter Lane need cutting back.
· Speed strips are now clearly visible on Chorley Lane.

· Hedges from 72 Church Lane are overgrown onto the road and need cutting back.

· Overgrown hedges/shrubs obstructing sightlines onto German Lane have been reported to LCC.

· Grass verges in the village have now had 2 cuts so far this year.

· There has been a considerable increase in drug problems in the village, in some of the streets, the pubs and pub beer gardens.  Contact details, photographs and car registration details of one known dealer can be passed to the Police.  Often violence and anti-social behaviour is a result of drug use
38. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing to report.
39. Charnock Richard “Best Kept” Garden, Business and Street Competition – Action required for the revised competition.  Best Kept Garden and Business nomination letters were distributed for delivery by Parish Councillors.  Nominations must be sent to the Clerk by 18th July 2022.
40. Accounts
Late Payments in June for Approval:

Mr A J Shaw


Retired Chairman’s Allowance x 3 years


   £300.00

Mrs Bishop


Reimburse items purchased for Orchard Gardens

     £27.00

AGR Flotech Ltd

Water connection Orchard Gardens



   £960.00
Accounts for Payment:

Pole Green Nurseries Ltd
2 x Picnic Tables @ £450.00 each Including VAT

   £900.00

Mrs E Butcher


Reimburse cost of website renewal expenses


     £51.00
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £733.38
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due

             



   £167.41
Mrs C A Cross

Reimburse Pension payment to NEST until D/D set up
     £35.70
Picnic Benches UK

Inclusive picnic bench – Orchard Gardens


   £446.58

D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £32.78
D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £27.31
Receipts:
William Frith Charity

Donation to the Parish Council



   £100.00
41. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this month, 4 weeks, totals 100 Hours + an additional 34 hours on parks and open spaces = 134 hours @ £9.50 per hour = £1,273 + £34 materials for planted beds and benches.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1307.00.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 2nd August 2022 7.00pm
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.



Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.00 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
a) Notification conditions in relation to landscaping, dwelling emissions rate details and dwelling emissions rate as built attached to the planning application for the erection of 1 new dwelling and double garage with associated access at Gate House, Preston Road, have been discharged.
b) Notification prior approval not required for proposed single storey rear extension, 144 Chorley Lane.
c) Notification permission refused for erection of 76 affordable dwellings with access, parking, landscaping and all other associated works.  Land 120m East of 27 Charter Lane.
d) Notification Minor Material Amendments have been permitted involving the addition of rendered block-work to the rear elevation of the extension.  16 Willow Drive.
e) Notification the appeal/inquiry against the Borough Council decision to refuse the Hybrid application for outline permission for a new prison and replacement boiler house and full planning permission for a replacement bowling green and club house on land adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott, Leyland, will take place on 12-15 July and 19-22 July, Town Hall, Chorley.
f) Notification that the annual ROSPA play equipment inspection will take place in August 2022.
g) Confirmation that bollards have been installed on the grass verge at the junction of Preston Road/Church Lane on Saturday 25th June 2022.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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