CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 6th December 2022 at 7:00pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane.

Present:  Councillors Mrs A Bishop (Chairman), J Hill, A J Shaw, Mrs L Watson, A Cornwell, Mrs E Butcher and H Heaton (who arrived late following a Chorley BC Meeting).  Also present, Borough Councillors Whittaker and Singh.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 
Borough Councillor Whittaker – reported on a special Chorley Council meeting next week to discuss the new Local Plan, which identifies housing sites, some of which will be controversial.  The Borough Council are acting to meet government guidelines to prevent proposals being approved by default.  Documents will be received in due course and consultation events will be held across the Borough.  He confirmed that Borough Councillors will make their views known once the consultation begins.
Borough Councillor Singh – reported thanks from the residents for an enjoyable evening at the Best Kept Presentation Evening.  He confirmed that the Boundary Commission consultation on parliamentary constituencies has now ended.  The outcome will be reported in 2023.  He felt that some had tried to diminish the seriousness of the proposed changes.  He felt the impact of the possible changes was not conveyed very well by Chorley Council.

Residents – were present to speak on the Kronos Solar presentation evening.  The wrong dates on literature and the poor delivery of the leaflets was very disappointing and did not give a particularly good first impression.  Many questions asked at the consultation could not be answered and the general feeling was that the representatives were not prepared for the presentation.  It was emphasised that due to the confusion and ineptness of the presentation, it is essential that another public consultation is held, along with one to the Parish Council so that everyone’s questions can be answered.  The Clerk confirmed that to her knowledge no residents in Wrightington had been informed and that the Parish Council had certainly not been directly informed.  Residents are concerned about the wildlife being displaced by the proposals and where they will go to.  Also, the potential noise generated by the proposed solar farm.  It was confirmed that they do already have some developments elsewhere in the UK.  The latest one to be refused planning permission in Alfreton has also been dismissed on appeal.  Access routes to the site will be via Town Lane and Croston Lane.  It was confirmed that there has been no formal planning application yet and that hopefully Chorley Council will take account of existing cases and case law on this subject when considering an application.  It is believed that this is the start of a relatively long process on what is considered a very large solar development.
54. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors Cheetham (Unwell) & Brennand (Unwell).
Councillor Heaton sent his apologies for arriving late following a Chorley BC Meeting.
55. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
56. To Accept the Minutes of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 1st November 2022 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 1st November 2022 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
57. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) - Agreed.
Item c) - Queen Elizabeth II Memorial Bench – Is a good idea, Councillors will assess locations around the village and discuss this on a future agenda.
58. Planning – The Council made observations on the following applications:
1) 22/01082/FUL – Change of use to recreation (sui generis), siting of caravan and the erection of a polytunnel, composting WC and wooden steps (retrospective).  Land adjacent White Friars, park Hall Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections in principle to the proposals provided the access, parking and manoeuvrability issues raised by the highways department at LCC are addressed.
2) 22/01119/FULHH – Part two storey side, part single storey rear extension.  12 Church Lane, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections.
3) 22/01149/LBC – Application for listed building consent for the installation of wheelchair accessible toilet, re-roofing of the toilet block and upgrading the thermal elements of its wall, roof and floor.  Charnock Richard Pre-School, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections.
4) 22/00715/FULHH - Single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing single storey rear extension); external alterations including render. 19 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections to the amended proposals.
59. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Notification of public consultation by Kronos Solar on proposed new solar farm in Charnock Richard – Monday 5th Dec 2022, 6pm, Charnock Richard Football Club – Dealt with above.
b) LCC consultation on the Public Realm Agreements between LCC & the Borough Council – It is difficult to comment based on the documents/information provided. It appears that demand is often greater than the resources and/or manpower available.  The Council assessed whether the public realm agreement was fulfilling Charnock Richard's needs or, whether Chorley Council was failing because they were not getting enough support from LCC.  Overall Chorley Council is doing a good job with the manpower and resources available to them from LCC.  It therefore appears that the public realm agreement is working.
c) Info. on the launch of Lancashire Warm Spaces Grants – May be of use to the Mothers Union.
d) Info. and request to get involved in the Hedgehog Highway Project – Noted.
e) Info. on next round of Lancashire Community Food Grant Scheme open for applications – Noted.
f) Notification of the National Highways & Transport Survey, + info. to promote it. Open for comments until end of February 2023 – Some Councillors have completed the survey online as individuals.  The Clerk will submit a response on behalf of the Parish Council.
g) Update from CR Scarecrow Festival Committee on money available to help with hardship – Agreed that Councillor Watson will liaise with the Head Teacher at school on this matter.
h) Update from Chorley Council on the disability and accessibility project being progressed by the Parish Council and the Chorley Borough Council Neighbourhood Team – The project is progressing.  CBC is now ready for the survey to go live and be posted out to residents.
i) Notification of resignation of Councillor Leadbetter – Noted.  Councillors feel that the Parish Council has lost a very good Councillor.  The Clerk will inform the Borough Council and post the necessary notices of the vacancy.  The Council will thank Councillor Leadbetter for his service to the Parish and the Parish Council.
j) Notification the next Neighbourhood Area Meeting, Western Parishes, will be 1st March 2023. Appointment of a new Parish Council representative – Noted.  Councillor Heaton, who attends these meetings as the Borough Council representative, agreed to report back to the Parish Council until a new representative can be appointed.
k) Details of Elan City Radar Speed Signs – Evolis model (as seen in neighbouring parishes) for consideration to purchase – The following matters will be pursued before purchasing the SPID.  Insurance implications for the SPID.  Insurance cover for the Lengthsman to move it around.  The cost of charging the device.  The cost implications in terms of time, training and equipment required by the Lengthsman to move the SPID around the village.  Existing locations will be assessed.
l) Request by Clerk for Councillors to have dedicated Parish Council email addresses going forward – Reported – it is good practice for Councillors to have dedicated Parish Council email addresses.  Councillor Heaton agreed to speak to a Chorley Council officer who may be able to assist with this matter, possibly providing a resource, or some funding, to help Parish Councils set this up.  The Council will continue to pursue this important issue.
m) Info. from LALC – Report from Councillor Butcher on the recent Parish & Town Council Conference – was useful and informative.  Notification of Planning Training 23/2/23.  Notification of new dates for Councillors Training, 28/2/23, 20/4/23, 12/6/23.  Councillors Butcher and Bishop are looking to enrol on this training.  Notification of Local Government Services pay agreement for 2022-23 and details of Annual Leave Entitlement (in relation to the Clerk’s employment) – Following discussions on this subject it was Resolved – that the Clerk’s salary be raised in line with the increase agreed by NALC to the closest Spinal  Point at £18.05 per hour with immediate effect.  The Clerk explained that the annual leave calculator states that she is entitled to 6.6 weeks of annual leave.  It is impossible for the Clerk to take this amount of leave. The Parish Council cannot make a payment in lieu of leave not taken.  The Clerk just wanted Councillors to be aware of the fact that it is sometimes difficult for her to take annual leave due to Parish Council commitments – Noted.  Resolved – In view of the info. discussed in relation to bank holidays over the festive period and the legal requirements in relation to posting notices of Parish Council Meetings, the January Meeting will be moved back 1 week to Tuesday 10th January 2023.
n) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Parish Council objections to the Boundary Commission proposals to move Charnock Richard into South Ribble were reported.  Some neighbouring villages are already in the South Ribble constituency.  It would mean that Charnock Richard and Heskin would have a South Ribble MP with no links with Charnock Richard or Heskin.  It was reported that the ward boundaries were reviewed and amended a short time ago, it is the parliamentary boundaries which are now being proposed for change – Noted.  ii) Crime Statistics for November – Noted.  iii) Details of recycling Christmas Trees by the Rainbow Hub – In Parish Council Notice Boards.
60. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
· Plants from the rockery in front of Whalley’s Farm, Preston Road, are overgrowing the footway.
61. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing to report.
62. Play & Recreation Funding Bid to Chorley Council – Following discussions last month prices had been obtained for a Slide and pathway to Mossie Close play area – The Clerk obtained a price from Kompan for a new 1.8m slide of £6312.75 + VAT. The anticipated cost of a new pathway (@£92 per metre) is £3882.40.  Total Cost = £10,195.15.  The Parish Council agreed a contribution of £2000 from CIL money accumulated, towards the project if the bid is successful.
63. Accounts
Accounts paid last month for ratifying this month:

CR Football Club

Drinks for Best Kept Garden Competition


    £240.90
FJ Wright


Catering for Best Kept Garden Competition


    £315.00
Accounts for Payment:

SLCC



Annual Membership (50% of £222 shared with WPC)
   £111.00
Lea Hough & Co

Rent for Orchard Gardens


£100.00

Lea Hough & Co

Rent for land adjacent to Orchard Gardens
  £25.00
   £125.00

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £745.79
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due

             



   £155.00
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £32.78
D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £27.31
D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £35.70

Receipts:
Chorley Council

CIL Receipts






   £563.16

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.   
64. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this month, 5 weeks, totals 125 Hours + an additional 16.5 hours on parks and open spaces = 141.5 hours @ £10.00 per hour = £1,415.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,415.00.  That the Lengthsman can purchase sufficient grit to fill the grit boxes again.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 10th January 2023 at 7.00pm
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.



Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.35 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
a) Notification permission granted for erection of a polytunnel for agricultural purposes (retrospective).  Tan House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification permission granted for part two storey/part single storey front, side and rear extension (following demolition of rear conservatory), 18 The Foxwood, Charnock Richard.
c) Info. on Queen Elizabeth II Memorial Bench - £449 +VAT.
d) Following a report – confirmation that no breach of planning permission has taken place at Pemberton House Farm, Park Hall Road.  Activities are occurring in regard to the tipping licence granted.  In addition, some materials are being brought onto site for storage in readiness for commencement of permission 21/01331/REM.

e) Confirmation Welcome Break is awaiting signage to fully put the barrier back in operation Northbound.  Security will also need to be put in place as previously they have been subjected to threats and damage to the barrier when putting it back in use.  A barrier will not be installed on the southbound side.
f) Info. on Winter Wheelers – the movement to get more people riding bikes through winter.
g) Copy CPRE Countryside Voices – Autumn/Winter issue.
h) Confirmation Chorley Council will add the reported damaged litter bin on the play area to the list of replacements.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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