CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 6th June 2023 at 7:00pm in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane.

Present:  Councillors L Cheetham (Acting Chairman), A J Shaw, Mrs E Butcher, J Hill, H Heaton, G Brennand and A Cornwell.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 
Members of the public – reported that the drains appear to be blocked and flooding the road when wet, on Preston Road, in the dip when coming from the Coppull direction, near the Coppull/Charnock Richard boundary.  It was reported that LCC may be behind with the gully emptying in the County.
18. Apologies – Were received and accepted from Councillor Mrs Bishop.
19. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
20. To Accept the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 16th May 2023 - The Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Minutes of the previous Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 16th May 2023 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting (which will be held on file) and the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.  The Clerk reported comments received in relation to some of the wording of the April Parish Council Meeting – Resolved:  After discussions, that the wording will remain unchanged.
21. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 3 – no discussion required) – Noted.
Item e) – The Clerk confirmed that LCC has been informed about the importation of waste from the Hunters Lodge demolition site on to land at Charnock House Farm, Charnock Richard.  Councillors expressed concern, given the history of the site and previous enforcement action for restoration works, which were never completed.  This matter will be pursued as Councillors believe there should be penalties applied to the demolition company and to the landowner for doing this.
22. Planning – There were no planning applications to discuss.
23. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Notification Chorley Liaison Meeting will be on Wednesday 19th June 2023 in Council Chamber.  The meeting will be attended by the LCC Cabinet Member for Highways – A request that the pedestrian area at Market Walk be power-washed will be submitted.  Also, if the Cabinet Member for Highways will be taking questions or requests on specific highway matters, the Parish Council would like to ask that, in view of the 2 recent road traffic accidents on the S-bends on Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard, would he consider requesting rumble strips on the approach to the S-bends from both directions on Chorley Lane?
b) Update on restoration works at the Motocross site off Croston Lane – Noted. The Clerk will request confirmation that residents of Croston Lane have been informed and kept updated.
c) Notification/information on, the King’s Award for Voluntary Service for 2024 awards – Noted.
d) Discussions on how to proceed with a Meeting with the Chief Executive, CBC, re: handling of the Charter Lane development application – Councillors remain of the opinion that the meeting at which members changed their decision, and withdrew their reasons for refusal, does not reflect democracy and, that questions need to be answered about how this was allowed to happen.  The Council needs reasons/answers to explain the difference in recommendations by planning officers, despite 2 applications in the Borough being very similar.  Also, why did the tilted balance apply for Charnock Richard?  The Parish Council will make a Freedom of Information request for Minutes of Meetings including the one where the reasons for refusal were withdrawn, Videos of any Meetings at which the Charter Lane proposals were discussed, the Barristers opinion on which it was determined that the Borough Council would not fight to uphold the Planning Committee’s refusal to grant planning permission, and any other documents related to the Charter Lane application and the Development Control Meetings.  The Council needs to establish how planning officers could influence planning committee members to retract the reasons for refusal.  The Council will try to obtain evidence from CRRA to support the comments and observations made in their complaint. It was reported that the appeal documents may have arrived after/out of time, but had been opened later and the appeal was allowed to go ahead.  It was confirmed that the MP was involved, but could not influence anything.  Councillors’ question the legality of a Meeting at which the decision of planning committee members was overturned. It was confirmed that the Parish Council has fought hard over the years to keep Charnock Richard green and retain the Green Belt.  The Clerk will try to find any National Policy or Guidelines on how Planning Committee Meetings should be conducted.  The Council will ask CRRA for any information/evidence they may have to support their complaint.
e) Info. from LALC – Nothing to report.
f) Details of late items of correspondence received i) Update on the importation of waste at The Laurels – The Clerk will request an update following the visit by LCC last Friday.  ii)  Update from Chorley Council in response to the report of black smoke from the industrial site opposite the Crematorium – The source of the burning has been located and instructions issued to cease immediately – Noted.  iii) Notification that renewal of the Parish Council website hosting and domain name, is imminent at a cost of £51 – This will appear on the next agenda. 
iv) Suggestion that the Parish Council may wish to purchase a bench to mark King Charles III’s Coronation – The Council will keep this suggestion on file.
24. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1) Overhanging hedges on Charter Lane need cutting back.  The landowner will be informed.

2) Weeds in the kerb edges all around the village will be reported to Chorley Council along with a request for confirmation that they will be treated, and when treatment will take place.

3) The Clerk confirmed that she has requested an up-to-date quotation to purchase a mobile SPID.

4) It was reported that both entrances/exits, to/from the motorway services may be closed this week.

5) A discussion took place on the emerging Local Plan and whether this can be changed, amended or altered before adoption.  It was confirmed that there are only 2 sites allocated in Charnock Richard i) the Charter Lane site ii) the Camelot site.  Chorley Council has confirmed that they will not need to develop any Green Belt land to satisfy their development requirements.  The emerging Local Plan will run from 2025 to 2040.  The question of whether the Local Plan can be changed once adopted was again raised.  A Councillor reported on information acquired which suggests that the Green Belt land, east of the motorway services, all the way along to Charnock Richard Crematorium, has been earmarked for development and, that the document refers to prior agreements with a number of landowners and the local authority to hold the land for future development.  It states that the local authority would prefer to co-operate with major proposals for the land in question rather than discuss smaller, piecemeal developments.  The document suggests that fees have been/are currently being negotiated with landowners to hold the land for future development, with additional sums if a further holding term is required beyond 10 years.  It is suggested that development could be both residential and commercial.  The information suggests that grant funding could be available from Central Government towards the creation of a motorway access/exit.  It was reported that there was a plan in the past for a motorway junction to link up with the Gillibrand Link Road and it may be that this is being considered.  This information suggests that the local authority is already making plans for the future of Charnock Richard.  Further investigation into the document and its contents will be undertaken.  Following the Meeting it was suggested that a Freedom of Information request be submitted to the Borough Council for any information they may hold in relation to this matter.  This has now been submitted
25. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing specific to report.
26. Charnock Richard “Best Kept” Garden, Business and Street Competition – Action required for the revised competition.  Nomination letters for the Best Kept Garden Category were distributed.  Nominations are required by 1st July.  The 3 Borough Councillors will be asked if they are willing to judge the Best Kept Business Category.  Councillors will determine the Best Kept Street.
27. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £908.44
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk             



   £201.14

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £27.45
D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £55.27
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone (credit on account due to mobile problems) 
       £7.50
Receipts:
Chorley Council

Parish Precept 23/24




          £34,055.00

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts.
28. Lengthsman’s Payment – 3 week = 75 hours + 12 additional hours = 87 hours @ £12 per hour = £1044.00.  Resolved – Total Paid £1044.00.  Weeding and planting at Delph Gardens is required and the hanging baskets in the village need planting up.  The Clerk reported a request from the Chairman that the Lengthsman be asked to do 4 extra hours each week at Orchard Gardens to assist whilst she is unwell and unable to work there.  4 additional hours each week would = £2496.00 per annum which is something the Parish Council has not budgeted for at this stage.  Councillors discussed the requirements at Orchard Gardens.  Councillor Cheetham agreed to stain the bench which needs attention.  The Council Resolved – The Lengthsman will be asked to do specific and/or critical jobs, which the volunteers cannot undertake.  
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 4th July 2023 7.00pm
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.



Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
REPORT 1
a) Notification planning permission granted for change of use to recreation (sui generis), siting of caravan and the erection of a polytunnel, composting WC and wooden steps (retrospective).  Land adjacent White Friars, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification planning permission granted for erection of a single storey modular cafeteria building.  Charnock Richard Amateur Football Club, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification planning permission granted for single storey side/rear extension.  12 Church Lane.
d) Information re: restoration works at The Laurels, Charnock Richard, confirming that a number of site visits have taken place and, that the applicant has been informed he must adhere to the conditions attached to the permission and approved plans.  No decision has as yet been made on the application for an extension to the time to complete the works.
e) Confirmation from Chorley Council that they have no authority to deal with waste matters reported in relation to importation of demolition materials from Hunters Lodge demolition site to Charnock House Farm, Church Lane, Charnock Richard.
f) Confirmation from LCC planning and enforcement officer that they will investigate reports in relation to importation of demolition materials from Hunters Lodge demolition site to Charnock House Farm, Church Lane, Charnock Richard.
g) Copy of the Notice of Parish Council Vacancies – for Notice Boards, website and social media.
h) Renewal Certificate from the Information Commissioners Office.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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