CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 4th June 2024 at 7:00pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane.

Present:  Councillors Mrs A Bishop (Chairman), J Hill, G Brennand and A Cornwell.  Also present Borough Councillor Whittaker.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Borough Councillor Whittaker – reported on correspondence he had received, and copied to the Clerk, in relation to the access to the motorway services on Mill Lane.   The undertaking is to replace the damaged barriers.  He also reported that one person is being taken to court for damaging one of the barriers. The Southbound barrier remains at an angle, but is being replaced.  Apparently the code for gaining access is shared and available on Facebook.  It was confirmed that a Facebook page exists for the Charnock Richard Barrier Code.  Councillor Whittaker confirmed that he is chasing up Chorley Council in relation to grass verge cutting and reported that they now only complete a 1.2m cut.  It was reported that currently the Borough Council verge cutting machine is off the road.  Borough Councillor Whittaker confirmed that in the forthcoming General Election this will be the first time that Charnock Richard and Heskin will have fallen under the South Ribble constituency at Election time.  Councillor Whittaker reported on his action with regard to the traffic lights and subsequent closure of the bridge on Church Lane by Network Rail.  Councillor Whittaker lost his battle with Network Rail against a full road closure over the bridge whilst work was being undertaken.  Residents were upset that Network Rail informed them that pedestrians could not use the bridge, even when fully operational; it was for vehicle crossing only.  The Clerk and Councillor Whittaker pursued this matter and eventually received confirmation from Lancashire County Council that the bridge is in fact also designated for pedestrian use, and that the signs erected either side of the bridge, warning of the danger of pedestrians in the road, are evidence to support this.  The work is now complete.
A member of the public – reported that there appear to be a lot of cars parking on Church Lane, near Mrs M’s, which are obstructing the road, forcing motorists into the middle of the carriageway, often into the path of oncoming vehicles.  The parked cars in front of the terraced houses and the closed shop on Church Lane, make exiting Leeson Avenue very difficult as the sightlines are often obscured by the parked vehicles in both directions.  It was also reported that the hedges and grass verges need cutting back on Preston Road, between Town Lane and the Coppull boundary, on the Town Lane side of the road.  The overgrowth includes nettles and brambles and the pavement beneath them is in a terrible state of repair.  This will be reported.
18. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillor Cheetham, Councillor Shaw and Councillor Mrs Butcher. 
19. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
20. To Accept the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting (to be held in draft on file) and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th May 2024 - The Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Minutes of the previous Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th May 2024 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting (which will be held on file) and the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.  
21. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) – Noted.
Item f) – The Chairman asked Councillors for assistance with planting the hedging plants at Orchard Gardens when they arrive in November.  The Clerk will remind Councillors of this request in October.  Those who volunteer must commit to turn up in November.
22. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following applications:
1) 
24/00320/ADV – Application for advertisement consent for the display of 1no. internally illuminated advertising screen.  Charnock Richard Motorway Service Area, Northbound, Mill Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved - The Council object to the illuminated signs being erected in the rural area of Charnock Richard as they believe that these are unnecessary. The Council are extremely concerned that the signs will encourage illegal access to the motorway services. The service area has barriers preventing access. The exits onto Mill Lane should not be used to access or exit the motorway network or the service area. Therefore, why are 2 illuminated signs required on Mill Lane?
2)
24/00321/ADV - Application for advertisement consent for the display of 1no. internally illuminated advertising screen.  Charnock Richard Motorway Service Area, Southbound, Mill Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved - The Council object to the illuminated signs being erected in the rural area of Charnock Richard as they believe that these are unnecessary. The Council are extremely concerned that the signs will encourage illegal access to the motorway services. The service area has barriers preventing access. The exits onto Mill Lane should not be used to access or exit the motorway network or the service area. Therefore, why are 2 illuminated signs required on Mill Lane?
23. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Invitation to apply for a Community Orchard Grant from LCC – Noted.
b) Current position with the barriers at the motorway services (details in supplementary information) – Noted.
c) Details for opting in to the Public Rights of Way Local Deliver and Biodiversity Scheme – for the Council to decide which, if any, they wish to opt into – Resolved – The Parish Council will opt into, and apply for, the Biodiversity Grant for 2024.
d) Recommendations for a Parish Council Brother 3-in-1 colour printer – for approval to purchase – Resolved – Councillors’ approved the purchase of the suggested printer and additional cartridges for use by the Clerk.  The Clerk reported that the Parish Council has received a contribution towards the cost of the new printer from Charnock Richard United Charity Trustees, who use the printer minimally to support their Meetings.  The Chairman of the Parish Council thanked the Trustees for their contribution.
e) A resident’s concerns regarding obstructed pathway and highway on Chorley Lane (details in supplementary information) – It was confirmed that Councillors’ suspect that the vehicles are waiting to enter the development site on Charter Lane.  Resolved – The Clerk will write to the developers asking that lorry drivers wait outside the central core of the village until they can enter the site, that they refrain from obstructing pavements and the carriageway, thus removing the danger for pedestrians and other motorists.  It was suggested that the vehicles could wait in the lay-by on Chorley Lane, or the lay-by on Charnock Brow, until it is safe to enter the village and access the development site.  This will be suggested to the developers.
f) Response to s106 money enquiries (sent directly to Parish Councillors’) – Councillors’ agreed that additional work required at Orchard Gardens could include tree work for both safety and aesthetic reasons, privacy fencing around some of the perimeter, the gateposts and the wall at the front of the as yet undeveloped area could be reinstated, and a suitable gate purchased to make the site secure.  The Clerk will add this to the proposed work in phases II and III of the Orchard Gardens project and send this to the Borough Council.
g) Request from Helping Hands Home Care to add a local care provider to your website. (sent directly to Parish Councillors’) – Resolved – Councillors’ do not feel it appropriate to advertise private companies on their website.
h) Lancashire County Council response to Bridge Enquiry, Church Lane, in relation to Network Rail response to pedestrians using the bridge whilst work is being undertaken (details in supplementary information) – Noted and as discussed in the public part of the Meeting.
i) Info. from LALC – Details of forthcoming training courses – Noted.
j) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Crime statistics for May – Noted.  ii) Contact from Chorley Council asking for suggestions when the next Better Living Event can be held – Councillors’ suggested late September/early October. iii) Details of Chorley Councils small Community Grants – It was suggested that this may be used for a replacement litter bin at Mossie Close play area or, some proper litter bins at Orchard Gardens.
24. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1) It was confirmed that grass verge cutting in the village, which has not been undertaken as yet, is resulting in sightlines being obstructed by the overgrown vegetation – e.g.: Preston Road/German Lane junction.

2) Councillor Brennand confirmed that he has started to remove overgrowth and detritus from Delph Lane and he will continue with this work when he can.

3) Councillor Cornwell asked when the next Chorley Liaison Meeting will take place.

4) Vehicles continue to park on, and obstruct, pavements for pedestrians.

5) There has been an increase in the number of vehicles going through the village.  This often occurs when access to the motorway services is restricted.

6) It was reported that motorists need to be aware that vehicles travelling along the main A49 Preston Road, often at speed, have right of way over any vehicles exiting one of the side roads onto Preston Road.
25. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Charnock Richard United Charities – Trustees met earlier and work on the leases between the Trustees and the Parish Council, and the Trustees and the Football Club, remains ongoing.
26. Parish Council Vacancies – Update – The Clerk will check the status of the expression of interest received from a resident at the beginning of 2024.  Councillors discussed the additional expression of interest and Resolved – That this will be placed on the July Agenda, to be discussed in private, to assess the expression of interest received before proceeding.
27. Charnock Richard “Best Kept” Garden, Business and Street Competition – Action required for the revised competition.  To distribute nomination letters for the Best Kept Garden Category – The Clerk asked for nominations to be returned to her by the end of June to enable a full list to be produced which can be given to the judge of the Best Kept Garden Competition at the beginning of July.  To decide who will judge the Best Kept Business and Best Kept Street categories – The Clerk will again ask the Borough Councillors if they will judge the Best Kept Business category.  The Best Kept Street Category is not working as the Parish Council anticipated; therefore, this category will be removed from the competition.
28. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments received since the agenda was compiled)
Wrightington Parish Council
Contribution towards remaining share of laptop

   £100.00

Waterplus


Water use at Orchard Gardens



     £18.01

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £923.97
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due

             



   £306.50

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £29.62
D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £60.93
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £40.45
Receipts:
Charnock Richard Charities
Contribution towards new printer



     £50.00
Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts.   

29. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 4 weeks, totals 100 contracted Hours @ £12.60 per hour (£1,260.00) + an additional 13 hours @ £12.60 per hours (£163.80) on parks and open spaces + £99.71 materials = £1,523.51.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,523.51.  
Reported that the Lengthsman has requested more poo bags for the dog poo bag dispensers – The Clerk will order these.  The Council will ask the Lengthsman to plant some colour, in the form of bedding plants, in the 3 planted areas in the village.  It was suggested that discussion on the cost of recharging the SPID batteries be discussed at the next Meeting.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 2nd July 2024 7.00pm
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.



Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.22 pm

Chairman:









Date:

REPORT 1
a) Notification planning permission granted for detached garage with habitable accommodation within roof space.  Latham House, Church Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification conditions 15 and 3 discharged attached to planning permission 21/00327/FULMAJ (erection of 76 affordable dwellings with access, parking, landscaping and all other associated works).  Land 12m East of 27 Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification planning permission granted for single storey side extension.  Manor House Farm, German Lane, Charnock Richard.
d) Notification condition 6 discharged of planning permission 22/00204/FUL (installation of battery energy storage facility, substation, underground cabling and ancillary infrastructure and equipment).  Scrap Yard, Town Lane, Charnock Richard.
e) Initial notification of temporary road closure on Butterworth Brow, 22/7/24-3/9/24 to enable updated manhole installation works to be carried out on behalf of United Utilities.
f) Confirmation that the application for a community tree pack, for hedging at Orchard Gardens has been successful.  Delivery will take place in November.
g) Invitation to attend Chorley Beacon Lighting event on 6th June to mark the 80th Anniversary of D-Day at the War Memorial at Astley Park.  Arrival 8.30pm to start at 8.45pm. Beacon lit at 9.15pm.
h) Renewal Certificate from the Information Commissioners Office.
Supplementary Information to support the Discussions:

Correspondence item b)

“The Northbound barrier is currently waiting for the installation of two new vandal-proof pin pads as the current ones had been damaged by persons using the private access road illegally. The repair has been approved and I shall chase the contractor for a speedy resolution.

As for the southbound barrier, the local resident who vandalised it is scheduled to attend court mid-June as far as I am aware. It had been fully investigated by Chorley police and I am waiting for the go-ahead from them to get the barrier fully fixed.”

Correspondence item e)

“I am writing to bring to your attention an ongoing issue that has been causing significant inconvenience and safety hazards for our community.

HGVs and other large vehicles are consistently obstructing the pathway along Chorley Lane. This obstruction poses several problems:

Including obstruction of pavement for pedestrians, especially the elderly and children, in addition to residents finding it challenging to safely access or exit their driveways due to the blocked pathway and the highway’s obstruction.

The constant presence of these vehicles, most specifically 8-9.30am (rush hour) disrupts the flow of traffic on Chorley Lane, leading to congestion and chaos. The chaotic situation caused by the obstruction makes it difficult for pedestrians and motorists to navigate the area safely.

This situation not only inconveniences residents but also jeopardizes their safety. Urgent action is needed to address this issue promptly.

I kindly request that the Charnock Richard Parish Council address this matter, and advise of any possible solutions.

“I can only presume that they relate to the construction site as they have only just appeared and park up intermittently throughout the day. Whilst mainly unbranded one of the tankers / washing street washers situated this morning and throughout the day is sign written with Sapphire Utility Solutions”

Correspondence item h)

“The bridge in question has been categorised for vehicular use, but this is not a restriction. All bridges that carry a road have this designation. Pedestrians can use this particular bridge, with due care, even though there are no footways. We also indicate the potential presence of pedestrians through advanced warning signs on both approaches.

The information provided by Network Rail is incorrect. Our Highway Regulations team are currently liaising with them over the ongoing repairs, and we will feed this information back to them. We do suggest that pedestrians take extra care if they do need to cross this bridge during the ongoing works. These are scheduled to continue until 2 June 2024.”
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Photographs in relation to parking on Chorley Lane – correspondence item e)
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