CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th November 2024 at 7:00pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane.

Present:  Councillors Mrs A Bishop (Chairman), L Cheetham, J Hill, A J Shaw, G Brennand, H Heaton, Mrs Butcher and A Cornwell.  Also present Borough Councillor Whittaker.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 
Borough Councillor Whittaker - reported that Borough Councillor Singh will be laying a wreath in the Memorial Garden on Remembrance Sunday on behalf of Mr Paul Foster MP.  Councillor Whittaker agreed to assist with inquiries in relation to Delph Lane.  On behalf of the 3 Borough Councillors for Charnock Richard, Borough Councillor Whittaker congratulated the Parish Council on the recent Best Kept Presentation Evening, which they all enjoyed.  It was noted that the Parish Council had received just over £10,000 in CIL money from recent development in the Parish at Pemberton House Farm, Park Hall Road.  It was confirmed however, that there is no CIL money coming from the development of the 76 affordable homes on land off Charter Lane.  Borough Councillor Whittaker has asked the Borough Council to consider the outlying areas when spending the other 85% CIL money paid to the Borough Council from the Pemberton House Farm development.  The Clerk will circulate an email being forwarded by Councillor Whittaker containing information on the Playing Pitch Strategy, for information.  Borough Councillor Whittaker reported that Heskin has not had any development and therefore, will not be receiving CIL money; they are therefore looking for funding to purchase a solar powered SPID.
77. Apologies – Were received from Borough Councillors Singh and Heydon.
78. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
79. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 1st October 2024 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 1st October 2024 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the October 2024 Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
80. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) - Noted.
81. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following application:
1) 24/00790/FUL – Erection of agricultural storage building.  Whittle Green Farm, Mill Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved - No objections provided that adequate drainage provision is included in the permission, in line with the comments by United Utilities.
Standing Orders – were suspended to allow the member of the public who had just joined the Meeting to report the following:  It was reported that CCTV cameras have been put into the drainage system at the rear of the new houses on Charter Lane and it has been discovered that they are blocked.  The lady present explained that she will be re-starting the printing and delivery of the Charnock Richard Chronicle from December 2024, and requested a donation towards the cost of production from the Parish Council.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council has a Grants Policy and will respond to applications in writing, in accordance with the Grants Policy, when they make their Annual Donations in the New Year.  It was confirmed that s106 money from development in the village has to be used for a specific purpose; therefore this could not be used to fund production of the Chronicle.  It was confirmed that the Trustees application for donations form will be placed in the December Chronicle free of charge.  However, should the Parish Council wish to advertise the Parish Council vacancies there will a charge of £50.  If the Parish Council wish to put a 1-page article in the December issue, this will be required by mid-November.  The Council will discuss whether they wished to submit an article in future issues at the December Meeting.
The Meeting resumed.
82. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Remembrance Sunday 10th November 2024.  Christ Church Charnock Richard - Service 10.30am followed by laying of wreaths at the Memorial Garden at 11.30am – The Chairman will lay a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.
b) Crime figures for September – 110 incidents out of which there were 5 crimes (2 x thefts on the motorway network.  1 x sexual offence on the motorway network.  1 x domestic and 1 x ANPR incident.  There were 3 incidents at Park Hall but none were crimes.  The October figures were also reported.  The Clerk will ask if a breakdown of all the Parishes crime figures could appear on the Police website – Noted.
c) Confirmation from the PCSO that the long vehicle on Chorley Lane is fully legal and insured to the location, parked on the pavement, but not causing an obstruction – Noted.
d) Report of the possibility that ground work is being undertaken on German Lane, without planning permission – To determine whether to report the breach – The Clerk reported a retrospective planning application received today (5th November).  However, this will appear on the next Agenda for full discussion and observations.  
e) Response from LCC to reported flooding during recent heavy rainfall – Noted.  It was reported that by curing the flooding near the junction with Town Lane, the problem has now been displaced to lower down the A49, near the Coppull boundary.
f) Request for information on the status of Delph Lane, as adopted highway or not, and a complaint in relation to obstructions in the form of boulders painted white, placed on the verges – To determine whether to report this activity – Councillor believe that the length of road in question is adopted highway as the tarmac surface was laid by LCC.  It was confirmed that there should not really be any obstructions placed on the grass verge, as they impede their use in the event of an emergency.  The Parish Council will ask that an LCC officer visits the site and, if the boulders need to be removed, he/she should ask the builder to do so.
g) Reminder that the Lancashire Parish & Town Council Conference was on Saturday 2nd November 2024 in The Exchange, County Hall, Preston from 9.30am – The Clerk and Councillor Butcher attended remotely.  Reminder of the 80th AGM, Saturday 2nd November 2024 at 2.30pm at County Hall, Preston – Noted.  Reminder about the Chorley Area Committee of LALC Meeting (Monday 4th November 2024). – Councillor Cornwell will attend this Meeting. Notification of the following LALC Training Dates available – Whistlestop Tour for New Councillors and Clerks – Tuesday 10th December 2024 + Tuesday 18th February 2025, and Planning for Councils & Clerks – Wednesday 22nd January 2025 – Noted.
h) Parish Council Christmas Meal – Friday 13th December at The Dog & Partridge.
i) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Email confirming that the Charnock Richard Chronicle will be starting again from December – Councillors will discuss this at the December Meeting. ii) Updates on Highways Matters reported to Chorley Council and LCC – The requests for a leaf sweep in front of the Church on Church Lane, and from the Community Centre to the Scout Hut on Charter Lane, have been re-opened.  Confirmation that side-dressing on Park Hall Road has already been programmed following the previous request from the Parish Council, however the officer will chase this up.  Side-dressing of the footway on Preston Road, from Town Lane to the Coppull boundary, has been checked and a request been submitted by the LCC officer for this to be undertaken – Noted.
83. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1)
The flashing school warning sign on Charter Lane is twisted and needs re-positioning.
84. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Lancashire Parish & Town Council Conference - The Clerk and Councillor Butcher attended remotely and reported that this was an informative event which provided useful updates and information which will be forwarded to Councillors.  Orchard Gardens – The Chairman confirmed that the Woodland Trust will be delivering the trees/hedging shrubs for Orchard Gardens soon.  Once received an email will be sent in relation to planting them. 
85. Charnock Richard “Best Kept” Garden and Business Competition – Outcome, and any changes that may be required for next year – Councillors confirmed that this was another successful event.  The Hotpot was not as good as the previous year.  The Clerk reported that the take-up to attend the event from those whose gardens were nominated was less than 50%.  The Council will look to encourage greater attendance next year.
86. Scribe Accounting Software - Report on the use of Scribe Lite as accounting software for the Parish Councils Accounts.  The limit of the software, as it is the Lite version.  To assess/approve whether to upgrade to the professional package – The Clerk reported that the software is proving relatively easy to use, however, there are some limitations because the Parish Council are currently using the Lite version of the software.  Cost codes are more limited, reports available from the information input are more limited.  These factors will mean that a further breakdown will be required by the Clerk manually to arrive at the Budget figures.  The Clerk reported that Scribe have agreed that for an initial set-up cost of £299 + VAT, and a monthly cost of £31.50 they will upgrade the Parish Councils software access to their Premium Package, enabling access to all the information required to take full advantage of the software.  The cost will not change for a 5-year period and there will be full access to all the training and support necessary to use the software successfully – Resolved – the Parish Council will pay the set-up fee and the monthly payments to allow the Clerk to use the full Scribe Accounting Premium Package.
87. NALC Model Financial Regulations – For distribution and consideration over the next 6-8 weeks with a view to adopting them, as amended to suit the Parish Council’s needs, if required – The Clerk will circulate this document before the end of the year with a view to looking at it initially in February 2025.
88. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments received since the agenda was compiled)
LALC



Clerk’s Attendance at Planning Workshop


     £40.00

The Royal British Legion
Wreath for Remembrance Day Service


     £23.00

Pole Green Nurseries Ltd
50% value of prizes for Best Kept Gardens


   £180.00

Mrs C A Cross

Reimburse Best Kept Presentation Expenses


   £215.96

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £923.97
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due

             



   £306.50

Charnock Richard FC

Refreshments – Best Kept Presentation Evening

   £239.05

CRFC 



Buffet – Best Kept Presentation Evening


   £350.00

CR Scouts & Guides

Payment for use of the Scout Hut – Apr-Sept 2024
 
   £204.00

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £58.69
D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £60.93
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £20.40
Receipts:
Hinds Head


Donation to sponsor planters – Welch Whittle – 2 years
   £600.00

Chorley Council

Successful bid for funding towards Litter Bin

   £400.00

Chorley Council

CIL Receipt





           £10138.81

Report on the recently agreed pay increase for the Clerk’s Salary, to be backdated to 1/4/24, to be addressed in Decembers Accounts – The Clerk reported the increase in the hourly rate from £19.05 per hour to £19.66 per hour, a 3.2% increase.  The Clerk confirmed that the Council had budgeted for up to a 6% increase – Resolved - The Council agree to pay the increase, including back-pay to April 2024.  Payment will be addressed in the December account payments.
The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for October for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report is approved as a correct record and financial income and expenditure appears to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts.  The Clerk will ask the Borough Council if CIL money can be used to purchase land in the Parish.
89. Lengthsman’s Payment – Work undertaken, 4 weeks, totals 100 contracted Hours @ £12.60 per hour (£1260.00) + an additional 8 hours @ £12.60 per hour (£100.80) on parks and open spaces = £1360.80  Resolved:  Total Paid £1360.80.  The Clerk reported that the Lengthsman had been very humbled by the Just Giving page set up to help him deal with the recent theft of, and loss, of his vehicle and tools.  He now has a new vehicle and is slowly replacing his tools.  The Lengthsman will be asked to check the grit bins and fill as necessary before the winter weather sets in.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 3rd December 2024 7.00pm
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.



Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.05 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
a) Notification of refusal of Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed outbuilding, Woodlands, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification permission granted for rear dormer extension, creation of pitched roof to front and rendering and cladding of property.  24 Neargates, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification permission granted for demolition of 2no. existing single storey buildings and the erection of 1no. single storey building for agricultural/forestry use. Land r/o The Haven, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
d) Confirmation from Chorley Council that leaf sweeps requested, near the Church on Church Lane, and from the Community Centre to the Scout Hut on Charter Lane, have been completed.
e) Confirmation that Adrian Lloyd (Kompan) is now covering the Chorley Area.
f) Update and Information in relation to the Chorley Council Warm Spaces initiative.
g) Posters, in the Notice Boards, advertising the Chorley Council Health Festival, Saturday 2nd November 12noon-4pm at All Seasons Leisure Centre, Water Street, Chorley.
h) CPRE – Countryside Voices – Autumn/Winter 2024 Edition.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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