CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd December 2024 at 7:00pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane.

Present:  Councillors Mrs A Bishop (Chairman), L Cheetham, J Hill, A J Shaw, G Brennand, H Heaton, Mrs Butcher and A Cornwell.  Also present Borough Councillor Whittaker.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Borough Councillor Whittaker – reported that he is in discussion with Lancashire County Council (LCC) and Chorley Council officers in relation to the planning issues on German Lane.  This issue is running its course and he supports the Parish Councillor involved in this matter.  He is in correspondence with the Clerk, and the complainant, in relation to smoke issues from an industrial site on Preston Road which remains ongoing.  Borough Councillor Whittaker confirmed that he will listen to residents’ comments on planning item 24/00978/OUT on the Agenda.

The Chairman asked if any other residents present wished to speak on any matters on, or off, the Agenda, confirming that this is the only point in the Meeting that the public can speak. She then invited
Mr Boardman – Agent for the applicant for Planning Application 24/00978/OUT to speak.  He confirmed that the application relates to part of the site owned by the applicant, who has been approached by 3 retailers in the area who wish to supply a convenience store in Charnock Richard.  The site is Green Belt and the agent accepts that there is a 50/50 chance that the application will be approved.  The proposals will provide a community facility for the village and will be similar to units provided in neighbouring villages.  The store will provide food, coffee, an ATM and Electric Vehicle charging points etc.  The details are currently limited, hence the outline planning application.  The turning circle on the site will assist with multiple deliveries each week and help prevent congestion on Chorley Lane.  The applicant believes this will bring a number of benefits to Charnock Richard and reported that statistics indicate that there is a huge demand for this type of facility.  Residents present find it hard to believe anyone would want to invest in this type of enterprise in Charnock Richard and expressed concerns that, should it fail as a shop, will it continue as such or will it change in the future to housing?  It was confirmed that parking is required for a unit this size, despite the fact that many people may walk to it.  Residents expressed concern about policing the open area which will be the car park when the store is closed.  It was reported that no residents in the vicinity of the development have received notification from Chorley Council of the proposals, despite the fact the deadline for comments is reported as 12th December 2024.  The agent confirmed that the plans are only indicative at the moment and comments have not yet been received from LCC on highway matters.  Residents reported that speeding is a major issue on Chorley Lane and that a pedestrian crossing may be required to assist residents accessing the store, which will be a single storey, bungalow height building.  The Agent confirmed that, if planning permission is allowed, then part of the field around the site must be safeguarded against further development.  LCC will confirm if a pedestrian crossing, or a speed restriction, is required.  Residents present asked if a shop could not be provided elsewhere in the village, however, they reported that they feel that Charnock Richard is well serviced by shops in neighbouring villages.  Development will only take place in the area outlined in red on the plans.  The Agent reported that the presumption is that Green Belt land can only be developed if there are very special circumstances and, if those circumstances outweigh the harm to the Green Belt.  Borough Councillor Whittaker advised residents to write letters of concern, or objection, to Chorley Council, copying him into the emails for his reference.  It was again reiterated that no residents have received notification of these proposals despite the fact that a list of addresses on the Chorley Council planning portal are reported as having received a consultation letter.  Concern was expressed for any residents who may not have access to Facebook, where most of those present found out about the application.  The Council will request an extension to the deadline for comments in view of the fact that the residents have not been directly consulted on the proposals.  The Chairman thanked Mr Boardman for his presentation.

The Chairman again asked if anyone present wished to speak on any other matters.

A resident present – reported that a brick wall of the house being built as part of the Charter Lane development at the rear of her home is only 1.2m away from her boundary and she would like it to be further away.  It was also reported that drainage from the site has been damaged by a resident moving his boundary fence backwards, onto the development site, and in doing so a concrete post has damaged the water/drainage pipe.  The Council confirmed that these matters must be taken up with the developer.
Prior to closing this part of the Meeting the Chairman again gave anyone present the opportunity to speak and confirmed that they will not be allowed to speak later in the Meeting.
90. Apologies – were received from Borough Councillors Heydon and Singh.
91. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force – Councillor Hill declared an interest in Planning Application 24/00978/OUT on the Agenda.  No further declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
92. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th November 2024 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th November 2024 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the November 2024 Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
93. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 5 – no discussion required) - Noted.
94. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following applications:
1) 24/00910/FULHH – Front boundary wall and access gates, 1.9m in height (retrospective).  Manor House Farm, German Lane, Charnock Richard – Having declared an interest in this application, Councillor Hill left the Meeting at this point.  Following discussion it was Resolved – No objections provided the proposals comply with all Planning and Highways Legislation.  Councillor Hill rejoined the Meeting.
2) 24/00941/FULHH – Two storey side extension.  9 Dob Brow, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No objections.
3) 24/00933/FUL – Section 73 application to remove condition 2 (agricultural occupancy) of outline planning permission ref: 5/5/7221 (site for agricultural workers bungalow). Sibberings Farm Cottage, Back Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No objections.
4) 24/00978/OUT – Outline application for the erection of a single storey building to accommodate a retail unit/convenience store (Use Class E(a) and associated car parking (with all matters reserved).  Land opposite 146 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved - The Parish Council strongly objects to these proposals. The development would constitute inappropriate development of Greenbelt land, something the Parish Council has fought to retain, including objecting strongly to the previous application for housing on this site, refused by Chorley Council. The Parish Council do not consider that the benefits of the proposals would outweigh the significant and detrimental impact on the Greenbelt at this location. Even the proposed single storey building will completely alter the existing street scene, the openness of the Greenbelt, & the longstanding views residents living opposite the site, and residents of Charnock Richard as a whole, across to Rivington Pike and Winter Hill, have enjoyed forever. Chorley Lane is a busy road, with many motorists using this route as a short cut to the M6, travelling at speed through the Village, & comprising highway safety. The addition-al traffic which will be generated from the development on Charter Lane will exacerbate these problems. The additional vehicular movements from cars & HGV'S visiting & delivering to the site, will increase highway safety issues & hazards. No provision has been made for pedestrians crossing Chorley Lane, or slowing down traffic using Chorley Lane. The loss of wildlife habitat & other ecological matters must not be ignored. The new development on Charter Lane has displaced wildlife to other green field & Greenbelt land close by, including this site. When permission was granted for the development on Charter Lane it was described as a sustainable development, adequately supported by shops and amenities in neighbouring villages, therefore there is no evidential need for the proposed shop on Greenbelt land off Chorley Lane. Approval would also set a precedent for future development of Greenbelt land in the Village.  In addition, Councillors request an extension to the consultation date as they are aware that no residents have as yet been notified by letter of these proposals.
5) 24/00985/CLPUD – Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed outbuilding.  Woodlands, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No objections.
95. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Notification the Parish Council Precept for 2025/26 is required by 17th January2025 + details of tax base – Noted by the Council for use when setting the Precept at the Budget Meeting.
b) Information from Chorley Council on the legislation relating to spending CIL money – Confirming that as long as the Parish Council are satisfied that what the money is spent on meets the CIL criteria, and can be justified, it is a Parish Council decision what to spend it on – To decide whether to look into this matter further – The Council feel that expenditure could be justified and will satisfy the criteria for spending CIL money.  Resolved – The Parish Council will pursue this matter in the New Year with a view to purchasing land in the village
c) Chorley Council Housing Strategy 2025-2030 consultation for comment by the Council – Resolved – Councillors’ will leave this matter to the professional officers at Chorley Council.
d) Information and instructions from LALC to allow Parish Councillors to register to access the new NALC website along with the information and resources available on the NALC website – Noted. The Clerk reported on her attendance at the LALC Planning Workshop.  This was a useful and informative workshop.  The Clerk will add the additional information from the workshop to the slides she has forwarded to assist Councillors’ going forward – Noted.
e) Parish Council to decide whether to contribute an article in the Chronicle going forward – Councillors supported submitting a quarterly article. Who will be responsible for this will be determined at the May Meeting when appointments to outside bodies are discussed.
f) Parish Council Christmas Meal – Reminder – Friday 13th December 7.30pm for 8.00pm, The Dog & Partridge – Noted.
g) Details of late items of correspondence received – i)  NALC Model Financial Regulations – The Clerk reported that the Parish Council need to review and revise their Financial Regulations so that they are based on the Model Financial Regulations.  Councillors agreed to do this over the coming months, prior to adoption of revised Financial Regulations in May 2025. 
ii) An application from a resident to join the Parish Council – The Clerk will circulate the application with a view to discussing this at the January 2025 Parish Council Meeting.  iii) The Clerk confirmed that further reports of smoke from the industrial site on Preston Road have been reported to Chorley Council, who are trying to deal with the matter.  Borough Councillor Whittaker is also now involved in trying to resolve this – Noted.
96. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1) The Clerk confirmed that the Lengthsman is waiting for a new key to enable the SPID on Church Lane to be moved again.  The keys were in his car when it was stolen – Noted.

2) There appears to be a water leak on Church Lane, in front of the driveway to Charnock Farm.

3) It was reported that drainage problems remain ongoing towards the junction of German Lane and Preston Road.  The grids and grills need cleaning, leaves need removing.

4) Repairs to the footway on Charter Lane, related to the new development, have been poorly completed and now present a trip hazard – will be reported to LCC.
5) Additional street lighting has been installed on Charter Lane, either side of the entrance to the new development.  It is understood that this has been undertaken without LCC knowledge and is now under investigation.
97. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing specific to report.
98. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including late payments, receipts, or other accounting matters received or come to light since the agenda was compiled)
Starboard Systems Ltd
Scribe Accounts Set up Fee (Set up and Paid by D/D)
   £358.80

Mrs M Stewart

Honorarium for Internal Audit



     £25.00

SLCC



Annual Membership 
(to be confirmed)


   £190.00
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)
(Including back-pay)



   £941.78
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due

             



   £320.05
Ingham & Yorke

Rent – Orchard Gardens and Land adjacent


   £125.00

D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £88.52
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £20.40

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £23.00
D/D – Starboard Systems Ltd
Monthly charge for Scribe Accounts



     £37.80
The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for November for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report is approved as a correct record and financial income and expenditure appears to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.  
99. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 4 weeks, totals 100 contracted Hours @ £12.60 per hour (£1260.00) + an additional 8 hours @ £12.60 per hour (£100.80) on parks and open spaces = £1360.80  Resolved:  Total Paid £1360.80.  
100. Formal Complaint – To be discussed in the absence of the Public and Press - A formal complaint has been received in connection with the behaviour of a Parish Councillor.  The Chairman and Vice-Chairman have met with the subject of the complaint, will report the outcome of their investigations, and the Parish Council will determine any action required.
Members of the public were asked to leave the Meeting to enable the Parish Council to deal with this sensitive matter in private.

Standing Orders – were suspended to allow the complainant, who had been invited to the Parish Council Meeting, to verbally present his complaint to the Parish Council, in line with the Parish Council Complaints Procedure.  Details of the complaint were reported by the complainant with the Parish Council taking the points made on board.  The Parish Council were informed that the complainant has reported the alleged behaviour to the Police, who will determine if any further action is required in connection with this, and to Chorley Council, who will determine if the Parish Councillor has breached the Councillors’ Code of Conduct.  The complainant left the Meeting.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council has very limited powers in a Neighbour Dispute.  The complainant stated that an apology would go a long way towards resolving the issue.  The Parish Council must wait for the reports to the Police and Chorley Council Monitoring Officer to be investigated.  It was stressed however, that the Parish Council does not condone the type of behaviour alleged to have taken place, and that all Councillors are aware of the contents of their Code of Conduct.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 14th January 2025
Budget Meeting 6.15pm








Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.




Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.04 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
a) Notification Certificate of Lawfulness granted for an existing use of dwellinghouse in respect of the breach of condition no.2 (agricultural occupancy) of outline planning permission ref: 5/5/7221. Sibberings Farm Cottage, Back Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification condition 21 discharged (details of bin and cycle stores).  Erection of 76 affordable dwellings.  Land 120m East of 27 Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification permission granted for repositioning of detached garage with working/office space (partial resubmission of planning permission 22/0833/FULHH).  Lower House Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard.
d) Notification prior approval is not required for the construction of a track and a turn-around point.  German Lane, Charnock Richard.
e) Notification of a temporary continuous road closure on Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard, from Monday 9th December until Wednesday 11th December 2024, to enable water connection replacement works to be undertaken on behalf of United Utilities.
f) Notification of a proposed temporary continuous road closure on Red Lane, Eccleston, on Monday 6th January, 8am-5pm, to enable damaged pole replacement works to be undertaken.
g) Notification the Parish Council report in relation to boulders on the grass verge on Delph Lane has been completed and the LCC team have carried out the required work.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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