CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 7:00pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane.

Present:  Councillors Mrs A Bishop (Chairman), L Cheetham, J Hill, A J Shaw, G Brennand, Mrs Butcher and A Cornwell.  
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 
Member of the Public – present reported that the first edition of the new Chronicle has gone out in the village and has prompted some very good feedback.  A reminder has been sent out to all those who may wish to submit an article with a reminder about the deadline.  In the past sponsors of the Chronicle paid for the production costs completely.  This is not the case now and printing costs of approx. £380 per printed edition need to be raised.  Christ Church PCC are currently funding the production of the new Chronicle, however, the Parish Council has been sent a letter requesting assistance with printing costs.  It was confirmed that to benefit from a donation from the Parish Council, organisations must be properly constituted and have an organisation bank account.  It was suggested that sponsors could also advertise on the 1st of each month on the Facebook page.  In addition to this it was noted that the new development on Charter Lane is for affordable homes, however, Right Move are advertising £158,000 for a 40% share of a 3 bedroom house.  This means that rent must also be paid on the remaining 60% share of the house.  The question of How Can This be Affordable? was raised.

108. Apologies - were received and accepted from Councillor Heaton and from all Borough Councillors.
109. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
110. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd December 2024 - The Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd  December 2024 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the December 2024 Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
111. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) - Noted.
112. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following application/s:
1)
24/01063/FUL – Section 73 application to amend condition 3 (approved plans) of planning permission 22/00204/FUL (installation of a battery energy storage facility, substation, underground cabling and ancillary infrastructure and equipment to include security fencing, gates and CCTV) to make minor changes to the internal site layout.  Scrap Yard, Town Lane, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections.
113. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Letter of introduction from Brendan Reilly, an Olympian, who provides free School Speeches and Masterclasses to inspire children – Noted.  Details will be forwarded to the School.
b) Suggestion from Chorley Council that we put a date in the diary to talk in more detail about the Orchard Gardens proposals and the s106 money allocated – Councillors agreed that the Clerk and the Chairman work up a detailed plan of what is required eg: tree work, boundary fence and hedge work, a new gate and gateposts etc. and add this to the already created Phase II and Phase III suggestions, together with the inclusion of a sculpture of some description, maybe by a local artist.  It was agreed that Chorley Council will be tasked with the Procurement Process and Project Management of the work.  Councillors do not want the Orchard Gardens to lose its local feel.  It was agreed that if Chorley Council come back with a positive response to the enquiry about a further CIL payment being due in April, that the Council ask their Legal Representative to investigate purchase of the land rather than leasing.  In the meantime the Clerk and Chairman will liaise with Chorley Council officers with the suggestions made and progress from there.
c) Notification next Chorley Liaison Meeting is Wednesday 22nd January 2025, 6.30pm at Chorley Town Hall, and a call of agenda items by Friday 10th January – Councillor Cornwell will attend.
d) Notification that the Neighbourhood Area Group Meetings will take place in February and March 2025 and an invitation to propose neighbourhood priority project ideas for the 2025/26 year – The Chairman will attend this Meeting.  The Clerk will look at pulling together a Project to replace the swings on Mossie Close Play Area as the 2025/26 priority project.
e) Response from Lancashire County Council following your report of additional street lighting on Charter Lane – Confirmation that the installation is permitted – Noted.
f) Request for a Donation from the Parochial Church Council towards the on-going costs of producing the Chronicle – This will be included in other applications received and discussed at the March Parish Council Meeting.
g) Notification of public rights of way reports made by a resident and a request for support from the Parish Council to those reports of tipping, overgrowth and obstruction – The Parish Council will support the reports made to the PROW team.
h) Info. from LALC – To report that there is now some availabililty on the Planning Workshop training of 22/1/25 if anyone wishes to register – please inform the Clerk – Noted.
i) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Reminder about deadline for submission of articles for the Chronicle – An article will be drawn up about What the Parish Council does and doesn’t do – Being a Parish Councillor – Advise about what Parishioners can do for themselves eg: planning responses, Love Clean Streets reports. ii) Info. from LCC on becoming a Councillor training on 5/2/25 – Noted. iii) Info. on Ninja Trail Funding – Noted.
114. Accept Budget Calculations and Set the Precept for 2025/2026 - Following full discussions at the Budget Meeting prior to this Parish Council Meeting, it was Resolved:  That the Parish Council accept the Budget Calculations.  That a Parish Precept Requirement of £38,000.00 for the 2025/2026 financial year is required.  This figure will include the top up grant from the Borough Council of £345.00.  Therefore, the Parish Yield for 2025/26 will be £37,655.00 + the Top up Grant of £345.00 = £38,000.00.
115. To discuss the application received by the Parish Council for the role of Parish Councillor – It was confirmed that the applicant has now attended 3 consecutive Parish Council Meeting and appears to be very committed to things which she loves in the village.  Following discussion it was proposed, seconded and unanimously Resolved – That Mrs Janet Bowen be appointed as a Charnock Richard Parish Councillor with effect from the February 2025 Parish Council Meeting.
116. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1)  The Parish Council thank Mr Noblett for donating the Parish Christmas Tree, and the Stafford brothers for their help with erecting the tree.  Thanks also go to Councillor Heaton and Mr Paul Leadbetter for putting the Christmas Tree lights on and then taking the tree down after Christmas.
2)   Councillor Butcher has noted that the top three issues recently highlighted in a survey for our area are: isolation, mental health and financial issues.  It was confirmed however, that the survey sent to every household in relation to the disability and accessibility project in the village resulted in a poor response.  It may be that many householders did not realise what the survey was, who and why it was being undertaken and therefore, many will have just thrown it away.
3)  Councillor Butcher looked at the information relating to increasing the residents’ contribution from council tax to the Police precept.  Councillors were interested to note the report of increased Police presence in some places, but this does not appear to be in the rural areas.

4)  Parking on Church Lane, near what used to be Mrs M’s Pantry, is causing increased concern.  Reports of numerous near misses have been received.  The Clerk will determine if there are any particular times or dates when this is more of a problem, and report this back to the Police again.
5)  The Clerk will ask for details of when the Bus Stop sign and Bus Timetable will be added to the new shelter on Chorley Lane, opposite the Hinds Head.

6)  It was reported that a Councillor has recently made a report around the lack of grit bins on Love Clean Streets.  The response says this has been investigated and that no problem exists.  It was felt that this was a poor response with no action at the end of it.

7)  Discussions took place on Facebook posts in relation to the Parish Council grit bins in the Village.  It was stressed that the Parish Council do not have to provide these and that without their provision, and the work required by the Lengthsman to undertake the gritting in the early hours, the village lanes, streets and roads would be in a much more dangerous state.  It was reported that one of the grit bins mentioned in the Facebook exchange has since had the lock broken off and will require repairs.

8)  It was reported that a Parish Councillor had been asked to look into a gate, providing an emergency entrance/exit to the rear of Chorley Hospital which had been left open for personal use.  The local Councillor for that area spoke to the Parish Councillor involved after a Chorley Council Meeting stating that it was out of his area and that he should not be involved.  However, the gate is now closed and only available for emergency use – Noted.
117. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing specific to report.
118. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments, receipts, or other accounting matters received or come to light since the agenda was compiled)
Elancity Ltd


Purchase of replacement SPID keys



     £18.41
Netwise


Website Maintenance, Domain Name & Email addresses
   £600.00

CPRE



Annual Subscriptions





     £60.00

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £950.51
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk




   £322.05
CR United Charities

Rent for Mossie Close Play Area



   £100.00

D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Monthly charge for Scribe Accounts Software

     £37.80
D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £64.37
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £20.40

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £23.00
The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for December along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as a correct record and financial income and expenditure appears to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.  
119. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 5 weeks, totals 122 contracted Hours @ £12.60 per hour (£1537.20).  Resolved:  Total Paid £1537.20.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 4th February 2025 at 7.00pm
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.




Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.07 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
a) Notification that planning permission has been refused for a front boundary wall and access gates, 1.9m in height (retrospective).  Manor House Farm, German Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification planning permission granted for s73 application to remove condition 2 (agricultural occupancy) of outline planning permission 5/5/7221 (site for agricultural workers bungalow).  Sibberings Farm Cottage, Back Lane, Charnock Richard.
c) Info. from Finding Fitness Ltd about possible funding to cover supply and installation costs of a Ninja Trail.
d) Letter of introduction from PC Helen Gardiner, Rural Wildlife and Heritage Crime Officer.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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