CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 1st July 2025 at 7:00pm in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr L Cheetham (Chairman), Mr H Heaton, Mr A J Shaw, Mrs A Bishop, Mr J Hill, Mr A Cornwell, Mrs J Bowen and Mrs E Butcher.  Borough Councillors Whittaker and Singh were also present. 
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Borough Councillors Whittaker and Singh – It was reported that as Members of the planning committee they cannot pre-judge planning applications.  It was reported that there are a number of issues with the proposed development at Camelot (on the Agenda under Planning this evening) e.g.: traffic and infrastructure issues, 1 access road in and out, and 1 emergency access, amongst others, which need to be considered when responding.  The Borough Councillors have arranged a number of Public Meetings over the coming months in the Parishes which are likely to be impacted by the proposals. It was confirmed that leafleting undertaken by Story homes omitted to deliver in Charnock Richard.  It is anticipated that the planning application will go before Chorley Council Planning Committee in November or December.  Therefore, there is sufficient time to assess the proposals and compile a response.  Some of the information in the supporting documentation for the application is disputed e.g.: the figures quoted for vehicle movements to and from the site.  It is claimed that traffic flow will increase by 18% easterly and 8% westerly, that these percentage increases fall below the recommended levels, and are not likely to have any transport effect. This is disputed, and it is likely the traffic impact will be significant for Charnock Richard and neighbouring Parishes.  Heskin Parish Council has agreed to consult a retired planning consultant, the likely cost of which is £300-£400, who will assist with the written response to the Borough Council and in speaking at the Planning Committee Meeting if required.  Heskin Parish Council are asking those Parishes affected to contribute towards the cost of this.  The Council asked whether the site was included in the recently submitted Local Plan.  However, even if it isn’t, this does not mean the site will not be considered for development by the Borough Council.  The developers will be required to build 30% affordable homes i.e.: shared ownership or rented homes.  The Clerk confirmed that in the emerging Central Lancashire Local Plan 2023-2041 submitted to the Secretary of State on 30/6/25, this is described as brownfield land.  In the Strategic Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment the site was not selected as an allocation as it is not achievable, as exceptional circumstances for Green Belt release cannot be demonstrated. It was confirmed that there are issues of sustainability with the proposals e.g.: insufficient primary and secondary school places.  The community is already overstretched and infrastructure is poor.  The proposed Community Hub is located well away from where the housing development is proposed.  The proposals will be completed in 3 phases.  Borough Councillor Whittaker thanked the Council and left the Meeting.
Public Present – from German Lane reported that issues with Manor House Farm remain on-going.  The wall which does not have planning permission is still in situ and built on the highway, and the illegal access created is still being used.  The Council will report these matters to Chorley Council and Lancashire County Council (LCC).  Borough Councillor Singh confirmed that if residents contacted him he would look into this matter further.  Further reports of another homeowner putting in a hardstanding and planting a tree on the highway were made.
Borough Councillor Singh – reported that he has reported, and had confirmation that, the broken Church Lane street name sign will be replaced.  He has reported overgrown hedges on Park Hall Road.  LCC will be addressing the issue of the damaged signpost on the A49.  2 street lights, one on German Lane and one on the A49 opposite the German Lane junction, will be reported to LCC as they are unlit.
Possible provision of a Book Box in the Village – Residents of the village were present to explain their idea to make and donate a Book Box/Exchange in the village. It was suggested that this could possibly be placed in Orchard Gardens as it is a community garden/space.  It was reported that the Parish Council are not being ungrateful but having experienced problems when providing the book exchange in the telephone box near the Hinds Head on Chorley Lane, they are reluctant to provide something which could result in the same problems.  It was suggested that it could possibly be placed outside the Scout Hut and, it could be monitored and possibly administered by the Scouts.  The Scouts will be approached and asked for their views on this. The residents also expressed an interest in being involved in the proposed sculpture planned for Orchard Gardens as this is the type of community project they have worked with in the past in other areas.
29. Apologies – were received from Borough Councillor Heydon.
30. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
31. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd June 2025 - The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd June 2025 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the June Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
32. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 5 – no discussion required) – Noted.
e)  The Council will ask the owner of the hedge if they would allow it to be cut back further.

f)
It was confirmed that the grass verges have now been cut, however some areas have been missed.  Grass verge cutting is a Lancashire County Council function which has been devolved to Chorley Council.  Overgrown grass verges appear to be a problem in the whole Borough at the moment.  Contractors are now instructed to only do a 1m swathe, as Chorley Council leaves the rear of the grass verges for wild flower planting.  The Parish Council has in the past contracted Metcalf’s to undertake a full width grass verge cut of the verges in the central triangle of the village, at their cost. The Council will look again at this matter for next year.
33. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following applications:
1) 
25/00490/PAR – Prior approval application under Part 14, Class J of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) for the installation of solar photovoltaic (pv) equipment on the roofs of 4no. hotel buildings.  Best Western Park Hall Hotel, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections.
2)
25/00496/FULHH – Single storey rear extension, elevational alterations in order to facilitate conversion of existing garage to habitable accommodation, new pitched roof over existing garage, new window to the south (side) elevation and rendering of the property.  5 Lichen Close, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections.
3)   25/00505/FULHH – Erection of outbuilding.  Tan House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections.
4)   25/00513/FULHH – Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension, front porch extension, creation of front canopy and erection of detached outbuilding (following demolition of existing garage and conservatory).  9 Dob Brow, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections.
5)   25/00577/OUTMAJ - Outline planning application (with all matters reserved save for the principal means of access) for a residential development of up to 350 homes (Use Class C3) and a 186.9 sqm (2,012 sqft) community hub (Use Classes C3, E and F), with associated habitat creation, landscaping, open space, parking, footpaths/cycleways, drainage and other infrastructure.  Camelot Theme Park, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved – A decision on this application will be deferred until the August Meeting.
6)   25/00560/CLPUD - Application for a certificate of lawfulness for the use of the property (Use Class C3) as a young persons home (Use Class C2) for a maximum of three young persons, with up to 4 carers as required (which includes a registered manager between the hours of 08:30 to 16:30) and no more than two carers resident overnight, working on a rota basis.  Barkers Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections.
34. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Parish Council response to offer of a “Book Exchange Box” for the Village – following discussions with the people donating their services and the box – This was discussed in the Public part of the Meeting. The Parish Council will now approach the Scouts to see if this is something they would be prepared to have at the Scout Hut. 
b) Notification that the next Chorley Liaison Meeting will take place on Wednesday 16th July at 6.30pm at Chorley Town Hall + A request for agenda items – Councillor Cornwell will attend.  No specific Agenda Items suggested, however, the Clerk will ask if parked vehicles on Southgates is something they may be able to look into/raise with LCC.
c) Notification that Chorley Council, Preston City Council and South Ribble Borough Council are working to understand the current and future provision for outdoor sports facilities.  An assessment of outdoor sports facilities is being undertaken resulting in the production of an over-arching strategy for the area.  Completion of a short online survey is required – The Clerk will complete the survey.
d) To respond to a formal complaint received with regards to the Parish Council comments submitted on the planning application for – A Front boundary wall/railings and access gates, 1.9m in height (retrospective).  Manor House Farm, German Lane, Charnock Richard – Councillor Hill declared an interest, left the room, and took no part in discussions.  The Council confirmed that their comments took into consideration the LCC Highway Officers comments on the previous application, together with the reasons for refusal from Chorley Council.  They used this information and other information received over the past few months to formulate their response.  This matter is now in the hands of LCC and Chorley Council.
e) A revised quotation from Kompan which now includes replacement of the second cradle swing, and wetpour repairs to 85 linear metres of shrinkage around the edges and around the roundabout, where the existing safety surface is lifting.  For consideration/agreement by the Parish Council – The Parish Council considered the revised quotation and Resolved – that all the work comprised in the quotation should be completed using the grant from the Neighbourhood Meeting, any grant left over from the previous application to Chorley Council Play & Recreation fund, with the remainder coming from CIL monies accumulated.  Work to the running boards on the rocking horse will be undertaken by Councillor Cheetham, whilst Councillor Heaton will assess the damage to the large gate onto the play area and take the necessary steps to make this safe again.  It was suggested that the gap at the side of the large gate could be filled in, or made narrower by the installation of a post, to allow walking access but to prevent access by motorcycles.
f) Confirmation from ROSPA - the Annual Play Equipment Inspection will be undertaken in August – Should this be put back to September to allow for installation of new equipment, repairs, renewals and inspection of the zipwire, and work to address wetpour shrinkage? – The Clerk will ask if the inspection could be deferred until September to allow work to be completed on site
g) Apology from LCC Assistant Engineer, on behalf of the developer on Charter Lane, for the state of the pavements on Charter Lane. Confirming he will request that they are made safe for users as soon as possible. Confirming they are unsure of developers schedule for completion as they are still waiting for the s278 agreement to be completed and signed. Once this is completed LCC can arrange for the highway to be brought back to an adoptable standard – Noted.  
h) Request from LCC for assistance in promoting the Statutory Consultation on Lancashire’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy – Posters in the Notice Boards – Details will be put on Facebook.
i) Info. from LALC – Details of additional training courses.  Resolved – Councillor Bowen will attend the Whistlestop Tour for New Councillors and Clerks (£35).  The Clerk will attend the Internal Controls Training (£35) and undertake the following E-courses over the next year – First Aid Essentials and Health & Safety (£18 each course).
j) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Letter received from Heskin Parish Council in relation to the appointment of a planning consultant to assist with the submission of comments and observations on the proposals for development of the Camelot site.  The anticipated cost is £300-£400 – A price will be obtained for the work to be undertaken and reported at the August Parish Council Meeting where a decision will be made as to whether to contribute towards these costs.
35. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1)
It was confirmed the bus stop sign and timetable have now been installed adjacent to the new bus shelter on Chorley Lane.

2)
The idea of having an Open Gardens day in the Parish was suggested.  This could be a chargeable event where residents’ who wish to can open their gardens for the day, possibly providing refreshments, allowing visitors to go into their gardens, encouraging neighbours to talk, and inviting other members of the community to get to know each other in an informal setting.  The money generated could be donated to Charity.  The Council will think about how this could work in the village in the future.
3)
As speeding is still an issue in the Village, the Lengthsman will be asked to move the SPID to Chorley Lane, near the Dog & Partridge, facing traffic approaching from the Dob Brow direction.

4)
LCC will be asked if they could extend the double yellow lines at the junction of Chorley Lane and Southgates further onto Southgates.

5)
Parking on pavements, double parking and parking on the yellow lines on Southgates will be reported to the PCSO to see if they may be able to assist with these matters.

6)
1 resident is using 4 of the parking spaces on the bend on Leeson Avenue and running a business from there.  Vehicles are also parking on the pavement – The PCSO will be asked to look into this.
7)
Concern was expressed about recent vandalism on the play area.  This will be monitored.

8)
Concern was expressed about the speeding vehicles accessing the industrial units at the bottom of Town Lane.  What would the consequences of meeting a large farm vehicle also using the lane be? There are also likely to be children playing in the lane over summer.  The PCSO will be asked to look into this and maybe visit the industrial units.

9)
Fly-tipping of grass cuttings opposite a house on Town Lane and adjacent to the litter bin also on Town Lane will be reported to Chorley Council.  Boulders have also been placed on the highway verge to prevent vehicles from parking on the verge.  This will be reported to LCC.
10)
The Lengthsman will be asked to cut back overgrown vegetation around the chevron signs indicating the bend on Chorley Lane.

11)
The Lengthsman will be asked to cut back the Holly hedges on Dob Brow and the hedges on Chorley Lane, adjacent to the planted area near Robin Close.

12)
It was reported that a Councillor recently spoke with a parent on the play area who was pushing their child very high on one of the flat swings.  He did not consider that this was safe.

13)
It was confirmed that LCC will be contacting Welcome Break and Story Homes with regard to cutting back the hedges on Park Hall Road, when the time is right.
36. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Neighbourhood Area Meeting - Western Parishes – Councillor Bishop gave her apologies for being unable to attend the Meeting due to health issues.  However, it was reported that she had emailed the officers concerned asking the following:  Could the grant agreement for the new swings be forwarded to the Clerk.  Could the Borough Council look into releasing some of the funding set aside for Orchard Gardens towards replacing the party fence between the land adjacent to the Orchard and The Vicarage with something appropriate for the location, and to look at using some of the funding to undertake a full Arboricultural Survey on the site, and to address any issues which this may raise.
37. Charnock Richard “Best Kept” Garden, Business and Street Competition – Action required for the competition.  Nominations for the Best Kept Garden Category are required by the end of this week.  The 3 Borough Councillors will be asked to judge the Best Kept Business category again this year.
38. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments received since the agenda was compiled)
Mrs M Stewart

Honorarium for Internal Audit



     £25.00
Pole Green Nurseries Ltd
Window Boxes and Paint




   £125.90

WordPress.com

Reimburse cost of existing website renewal expenses
     £62.40
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £983.31

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk             



   £346.12

D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Monthly charge for Scribe Accounts Software

     £37.80

D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £64.37
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £21.70

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £29.99
Receipts:
HMRC



Vat Refund






   £606.52

Royal Bank of Scotland
Interest April-June 2025




   £240.95

All invoices listed have been examined, verified and certified by the RFO.  The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for June along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as a correct record and were signed by Councillor Cheetham.  Financial income and expenditure appears to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts. 
39. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 4 weeks, totals 100 contracted Hours @ £13.00 per hour (£1,300.00) + an additional 19.5 hours (£253.50) on parks and open spaces = £1553.50.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,553.50.  
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 5th August 2025 7.00pm
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.



Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.35 pm

Chairman:









Date:

REPORT 1
a) Notification Planning Permission granted for s73 application to amend condition 3 of 22/00204/FUL to make minor changes to the internal site layout.  Scrap Yard, Town Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification No Environmental Impact Assessment is required - pursuant to Regulation 6 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (amended 2018) for a residential development of up to 350 homes (Use Class C3) and community hub, with associated habitat creation, landscaping, open space, parking, footpaths/cycleways, drainage and other infrastructure.  Camelot Theme Park, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification of temporary road closure, Wigan Road, Euxton from 7pm until 5am, Wednesday 25th June to Monday 30th June 2025 to allow urgent carriageway resurfacing works.
d) Confirmation from LCC Officer that a request has been sent to the owner of the reported overgrown hedges on Mill Lane, that they be cut back as soon as nesting season finishes.
e) Confirmation from LCC Officer that a request has been sent to the homeowner of the reported overgrown hedges narrowing the footway on Chorley Lane, that they are cut back as far as possible as soon as nesting season finishes.
f) Response from Chorley Council Officer confirming that grass verges in the Parish should be cut 3 times per year.  That no grass verge cuts had been undertaken until 10th of June this year as the tractor/flail has been broken down.  That grass verge cutting in Charnock Richard is normally undertaken on week 4 of the schedule, however the contractor was asked to prioritise Charnock Richard when cutting commenced on 10th of June, when the machinery had been fixed.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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