CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th August 2025 at 7:00pm in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr L Cheetham (Chairman), Mr H Heaton, Mr A J Shaw, Mrs A Bishop, Mr J Hill, Mr A Cornwell and Mrs J Bowen.  Borough Councillors Whittaker and Singh were also present. Also present Borough Councillor Whittaker.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Borough Councillor Whittaker – reported that enforcement action in relation to the wall at Manor House Farm, German Lane, is on hold pending the receipt of a new planning application.  It is likely the Phase 2 development of the site at Charter Lane, and the Camelot planning application, will go to Planning Committee in either November or December. BC Whittaker reported that the Borough Councillors are trying to get resources from the Borough Council to assist with projects in their wards and suggested they may be able to provide an additional piece of play equipment at Mossie Close.  This will be looked into.  They are also hoping to produce a Footpath Map of all the public footpaths in the Parish, they can assist with printing copies for distribution if required.  It was confirmed that the installation of a fence between the Vicarage and Orchard Gardens now the hedge has been removed is in hand.  The Parish Council are discussing options with the Borough Council.
A resident was present in relation to the proposed Camelot Development – He reported that the supporting information for the application states that the Chorley Council development plan is out of date. Should there not be a current one? The documentation also mentions the history of the site but does not mention when the site was Arena North.  The latest use is part of a lease off Story Homes.  There are several references to this being a derelict brownfield site. The previous application for 195 houses was refused.  The information does not mention the inadequate road infrastructure, lack of GP services and school places, all of which will be required to support this development.  BC Whittaker confirmed that the Structure Plan has been approved but that nothing is set in stone.  There are many reasons why this is a poor application.  It has been pointed out that 300+ houses = 600+ vehicle movements = chaos and gridlock in Charnock Richard, Heskin and Eccleston.  BC Whittaker confirmed that Heskin PC has engaged a planning consultant who has compiled a preliminary submission/objection to the proposals.  This will cost in the region of £300.  The Clerk reported that when this site was submitted for consideration in the Strategic Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment as part of the current Draft Local Plan 2023-2041, it was not selected as an allocation and was quoted as follows: it is not achievable as exceptional circumstances for Green Belt release cannot be demonstrated.
40. Apologies - were received from Borough Councillors Heydon and Singh.
41. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders, and the Councillors Code of Conduct currently in force – Councillor Heaton declared an interest in Planning 25/00685/FUL, however, he informed the Council that the house has been sold and is now owned by the building company. No further declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
42. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 1st July 2025 - The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 1st July 2025 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the July Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
43. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 5 – no discussion required) – Noted.
Golf Course, Preston Road – Following a request for an update, the Council were informed that the Golf Course has now been sold and the new owners are working on the reconfigurations approved.
44. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following applications:
1) 
 25/00577/OUTMAJ - Outline planning application (with all matters reserved save for the principal means of access) for a residential development of up to 350 homes (Use Class C3) and a 186.9 sqm (2,012 sqft) community hub (Use Classes C3, E and F), with associated habitat creation, landscaping, open space, parking, footpaths/cycleways, drainage and other infrastructure.  Camelot Theme Park, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard – Resolved – discussions on this matter will be deferred until the September Meeting.
2)
25/00637/CLEUD – Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for existing development for a single storey rear extension and single storey side extension.  Plot 1, Fishers Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No Objections.
3)
25/00457/FULMAJ – Notification of amendments to the application for – Erection of 60 no. affordable dwellings, access, parking, landscaping and all other associated works.  Land 120m East of 27 Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – Amendments are: an updated ecological, biodiversity net gain and drainage information, and a reduction in the number of units to 57 – Resolved - The Council object to the amended planning application on the grounds that the proposed 57 dwellings is still too many, and would result in over-development and over-intensification of the site. In addition to this, the Council are extremely concerned about drainage from the site. The drainage system installed to address surface water from Phase 1 of this development was noted as being full, and at capacity, during recent heavy rainfall. The proposals suggest that drainage will be using the Phase 1 development drainage installation, which already appears to be inadequate. Therefore, any new proposals for Phase 2 should include additional measures to deal with drainage from this additional development. The risk of flooding to both Phase 2, and Phase 1 development, as a result of the proposed Phase 2 development, should be assessed and should state what mitigating measures will be put in place to address this, without putting further, additional pressure on the Phase 1 drainage system. The risk of flooding from over development of the Phase 2 site is significant. A further reduction in the number of dwellings proposed, along with an adequate drainage system for Phase 2 are required before the Phase 2 site can be developed. The risk of flooding to the adjacent playing fields and play area must also be considered, and measures must be put in place as part of these proposals, to prevent this from happening. The whole site, both Phase 1 and Phase 2, have been the subject of flooding and drainage issues in the past, therefore, any proposals should take account of the historical flooding and drainage issues and put adequate measures in place to mitigate those issues.
4)
25/00685/FUL – Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of new detached dwelling with attached double garage.  Lancaster House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – Councillor Heaton left the room during discussion and voting on this application.  It was confirmed that the granny annexe now has a Certificate of Lawfulness as a separate dwelling. Building on the adjacent land has now been on-going for some time as the site had to be heavily piled to proceed. Following discussions, a proposal, & an amendment, it was Resolved – No Objections.
45. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Confirmation of receipt of the Grant Agreement for Mossie Close Play Area, which has now been signed and returned – Confirmed the agreement has been signed and returned.
b) Confirmation from Kompan that work will commence at Mossie Close Play Area week commencing 8th September.  Together with confirmation that the ROSPA Inspection will be undertaken in August as normal as work is only due to start on the site week commencing 8th September – Noted.  The suggestion of an additional piece of play equipment from Borough Councillors will be investigated.  Possibly a piece not requiring safety surfacing, just grass, could be possible.  It was reported that young people had recently been seen using the swings but swinging extremely high, this is not considered appropriate.  The Clerk confirmed that inspection reports are required monthly. 
c) Response from the PCSO to issues raised last month – 1) They will check parking issues on Southgates – the issues is mainly in the evenings and at weekends.  Pavement obstruction by parked vehicles, and a lack of drop kerbs exacerbate this problem. 2) If the vehicles using the parking spaces on Leeson Avenue are taxed and insured there is nothing the Police can do.  Has been suggested that Chorley Council may be able to assist with the report of running a business – pavement parking is also an issue on Leeson Avenue, however, parked cars can often be seen as traffic calming measures. 3)  They will check Town Lane for speeding vehicles but have suggested that LCC be approached for speed humps or a temporary SPID – speed humps may cause issues for farm machinery and equipment.  The Clerk will request some of the yellow speed signs from LCC.  
d) Request form the Seafarer’s Charity for your support in flying the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day on 3rd September 2025 – The Clerk will purchase flags.
e) Response from LCC to a question put at the Chorley Liaison Meeting – re: highway repairs – Noted.  No recent repairs have been undertaken at Southgates.  This will be monitored.
f) Play area inspection report from Councillor Cheetham – to assess any immediate work required – Councillor Cheetham will repaint the benches in September, when school reopens.
g) To discuss the response from LCC Highways Officer to a request for enforcement action in relation to the closure of the illegal access on German Lane, and the placement of the wall on the highway verge at Manor House Farm – Councillor Hill left the room during these discussions.  The Council will suggest looking at aerial photography, historic Google maps and checking at the Land Registry to show where the highway starts and ends. The Council will await the new planning application suggested in the response.
h) Info. from LALC – Nothing specific to report.
i) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) A suggested idea for a Bug Hotel in Orchard Gardens – Councillors like this idea and will try to incorporate similar one into Phase II and Phase III developments. ii) Email from volunteers at Orchard Gardens requesting formalization of agreement and day to day management between Parish Council and volunteers – The Clerk will forward the proposals for Phases II and III of the Orchard Gardens adjacent land as requested. It will be confirmed that it is the Parish Council as a body who are in charge of the Orchard and adjacent land and they are currently the leaseholders of the two parcels of land, that the Council are awaiting confirmation from the Diocese that the lease will now cover the land as a whole rather than two parcels as at present. That the proposals for what happens at the Orchard, Phases II and III, have been agreed with Chorley Council, who will be project managing the improvements and who hold the pot of money allocated to complete the work required.  A full Arboricultural Survey will be undertaken and any resulting tree work will also be completed as identified by the survey, therefore, for the moment no tree work will be undertaken unless it is an emergency.  In addition to this, the Council is working with the Borough Council to assess the correct type of fencing to be erected between the site and the Vicarage which, once agreed, they will obtain quotations for before proceeding.  Councillor Bishop will continue to be the main point of contact for the volunteers and the Parish Council representative on site.  No authority has been delegated to either Councillor Bishop, or to the volunteers, to undertake any significant work, tree removals, landscaping, or more detailed construction work on the site, without first reporting back to the Parish Council for approval, as Councillor Bishop currently does. 

As the Parish Council are the leaseholders it is the they who must make the decisions, in conjunction with Chorley Council officers, as to what work is undertaken, when, by whom, and at what cost, to ensure that the project is completed in line with the approved plans by the Borough Council.  It is not possible to delegate responsibility for management of the site to anyone outside the Parish Council. iii)  Email from volunteers at Orchard Gardens in relation to tree work on site – The response to this is contained in the previous Minute. iv)  Request for the next Parish Council article for the Chronicle – possibly an article about Orchard Gardens or an article explaining how to use the Love Clean Streets app, with links and QR Code.
46. To consider a request from Heskin Parish Council for a financial contribution towards engaging a Planning Consultant to assist with a response to the Camelot proposals – Resolved a decision on whether to contribute will be deferred until a decision on the Planning Application has been made.
47. Parish Council website – To determine what information Councillors would like on the new website and a request for assistance with populating the new website – It was reported that some Parish Councils pay outside bodies to administer their websites.  Councillor Butcher was thanked for her help and assistance with the website to date.  It was confirmed that Mrs Butcher is happy to be an administrator on the new website until it is up to date with all the necessary documentation.  Only Councillors names should appear on the website.  All contact should be made through the Clerk.
48. Resignation of Councillor Mrs Butcher – The Parish Council were disappointed to accept this and confirmed that Councillor Butcher’s help, assistance, technical experience and knowledge, and her invaluable input into Parish Council business will be significantly missed.
49. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting:
1)
Litter bins on Mossie Close Play Area, which had been left full, have now been emptied.  The bearings on the roundabout sound like they may be going – Councillor Cheetham will check this when he does the running board repairs on the springer.  The question of whether signs are required on swings to ask parents not to push their children too high was raised – noted.

2)
Hedges are overhanging Charter Lane from the Almshouses.

3)
It was reported that a recent Love Clean Streets report was directed to the Public Rights of Way (PROW) Team.  This team is very understaffed and have a huge backlog of reports and as a result, response times are lengthy.

4)
The report of debris from landscape gardening in a house on Leeson Avenue, which was tipped on to Mossie Close Play Area and the Chorley Council amenity land near Leeson Avenue, has been dealt with.  A pre-arranged Skip did not arrive.  The situation escalated and the Police were called.  The issue was resolved the following day when the skip arrived.  As a result of the landscape gardening, sand has been left on the amenity land at the junction of Willow Drive and Leeson Avenue.

5)
A key is required to unlock the gate from Alder Drive onto Mossie Close Play Area to assist with the installation of the new swings. Councillor Heaton will remove the chain before installation begins.

6)
The Council will purchase “Keep dogs on leads” signs for Mossie Close Play Area.
7)
Chorley Council will be asked to empty the new litter bin on Orchard Gardens.

8)
Hedges in front of Kingsthorpe are still overgrown and obstructing the pavement on Preston Road.

9)
Hedges on Dob Brow still need cutting back as they are overgrowing the pavement.
50. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Chorley Liaison Meeting – attended by Councillor Cornwell where new recycling vehicles and the roll out of new food waste bins in kitchens and outside, was discussed.  LALC New Councillors Training – attended by Councillor Bowen who felt the training was useful.
51. Charnock Richard “Best Kept” Garden, Business and Street Competition – The preferred date for the Presentation Evening is 23rd October 2025. The Mayor will be invited to attend.  Outside caterers will be required this year for this event.
52. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments received since the agenda was compiled)
LALC



New Councillors Course




     £35.00
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £983.11

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk             



   £346.32

D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Monthly charge for Scribe Accounts Software

     £37.80

D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £64.37
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £21.70

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £29.99
All invoices listed have been examined, verified and certified by the RFO.  The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for June along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as a correct record and were signed by Councillor Cheetham.  Financial income and expenditure appears to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments. 

The Clerk reported that the new pay scales have now been agreed amounting to a 3.2% increase.  The Clerk confirmed that the Council have budgeted for an increase, the 3.2% rise will be covered by the figures budgeted.  Backdated pay will appear as part of the Clerk’s Salary on the next Agenda.
53. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 4 weeks, totals 100 contracted Hours @ £13.00 per hour (£1,300.00) + an additional 12 hours (£156.00) on parks and open spaces = £1456.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,456.00.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 9th September 2025 7.00pm (Due to Clerk’s Annual Leave)
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.



Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.55 pm

Chairman:









Date:

REPORT 1
a) Notification Planning Permission granted for First floor side extension.  142 Chorley Lane. Charnock Richard.
b) Notification prior approval is not required for the installation of solar photovoltaic equipment on the roofs of 4 hotel buildings.  Park Hall Hotel, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification Planning Permission granted for a single storey rear extension, elevational alterations in order to facilitate conversion of existing garage to habitable accommodation, new pitched roof over existing garage, new window to the south (side) elevation and rendering of the property.  5 Lichen Close, Charnock Richard.
d) Notification Planning Permission granted for a two storey side extension, single storey rear extension, front porch extension, creation of front canopy and erection of detached outbuilding (following demolition of existing garage and conservatory).  9 Dob Brow, Charnock Richard.
e) Copy correspondence from a resident in relation to a possible breach of planning control at Hunters Fold, Charnock Richard.  For your information and note.  This has been dealt with by Chorley Council who has confirmed there will be no further action taken in relation to the alleged breach.
f) Notification from LCC of a consultation on the draft Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment 2025.
g) Notification from LCC that an officer visited the site of the fly-tipping reported at Leeson Avenue and determined that the materials would be removed.  A further visit confirmed removal of items.
h) Advance Notice of the potential closure of the Lancashire Environmental Fund in June 2026.
i) Information from In The Know in relation to the “Safe Her Days”, empowering young women and girls in Chorley.  Details have been posted in the Notice Boards.
j) Information from In The Know in relation to Free Football sessions this summer at West Way Sports Hub in Chorley, every Thursday, hosted by PNE Community and Education Trust.  Details have been posted in the Notice Boards.
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