CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 2nd December 2025, at 7:00pm in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr H Heaton (Acting-Chairman), Mr A J Shaw, Mrs A Bishop, Mr J Hill, Mr A Cornwell, Mr G Brennand and Mrs J Bowen.  
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Borough Councillor Whittaker – reported that the 3 Borough Councillors are trying, as part of their work in the Communities, to provide footpath maps for each village they represent.  It is hoped they can produce a quantity of the maps (approx. 300), which could be available from the Clerk, or off the website.   It is hoped that the Parish Council can add some points of interest on the map.  It is hoped the Parish Council can encourage businesses in the village to display them, possibly adding a QR code to those on display, which could take them directly to the map, and that it can also be displayed on the Facebook page, and possibly also in the Chronicle.  This will be funded by the Borough Councillors funding from Chorley Council.  Councillor Whittaker confirmed that the planning application for Phase 2 development on land off Charter Lane is on the Agenda for discussion at next week’s Planning Committee Meeting, with a recommendation for approval.  There is concern that LCC have not raised any objections despite the fact a detailed analysis of the traffic implications has been undertaken for the Charter Lane/Chorley Lane junction and the Charter Lane/Church Lane junction.  The recommendation for approval is thought to be because Chorley Council’s existing Local Plan allegedly indicates that there are insufficient properties to meet the requirements.  The emerging Local Plan, which is likely to be agreed, indicates that there is no need to grant permission for this type of development in these types of area.  Whilst the Parish Council object strongly to the overdevelopment proposed in Phase 2, they are concerned that a refusal at Planning Committee level could still mean approval on appeal, as with Phase 1 of this development.  The new Permission in Principle category in planning is similar, and a recent PIP application, recommended for approval, refused by the Planning Committee, went to appeal.  The Borough Councillors wrote to the Inspectorate, quoting the imminent approval of the new Local Plan and, notwithstanding the officers recommendation, this helped in losing the appeal. A site visit will be requested before the application goes back to the Planning Committee.  There will be an option to send a representative to speak at the Planning Committee Meeting next week, and also members of the public attending the meeting, will add to the point.  Parish Councillors appreciate that the Borough Councillors will do their best for the village but they are very concerned about the previous result on the same site.  It was again stated that the new emerging Local Plan, which is going to be approved imminently, clearly indicates that this type of development is not necessary in these areas.

Councillor Bowen again reported that the existing Phase 1 properties are not advertised in this area on Select Move, but only in Liverpool and Manchester.  An assurance was requested that preference will be given to local people.  This type of assurance is not possible, the properties will be available to people outside of Charnock Richard.  Successful applications will depend on satisfying the criteria required, regardless of where they are currently living, or applying from.

It was confirmed that a site visit at Manor House Farm, German Lane, will take place on Wednesday 10th of December, prior to the Planning Committee Meeting at which this application will be discussed.

A member of the public in attendance – reported that recent GPS results, arranged and paid for by residents, indicate that the wall, which is the subject of this planning application, has been built on the highway. The applicant states that the telegraph pole is on his land, however, the provisional plan from the surveyor following the GPS appears to show approx. 3 feet of highway has been incorporated into his boundary, and recent work has removed the point to which his garden should go. It will now be down to the Planning Committee to take all these points on board and make a decision following the site visit.
91. Apologies – Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Mr L Cheetham.  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillors Singh and Heydon.
92. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders, and the Councillors Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
93. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 4th November 2025 - The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 4th November 2025 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the November Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
94. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) - Noted.
95. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following applications:
1) 
 25/01026/FUL – Raising of ridge height and addition of rear dormer.  Charter House, 116 Church Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No objections.
2)
25/01062/FULHH – Single storey rear extension and associated external alterations.  1 The Foxwood, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections.
3)
25/00852/OUT – Outline application for the erection of up to 5no. dwellings, following demolition of existing buildings, with all matters reserved.  Chisnall House Farm, Croston Lane, Charnock Richard – It was reported that there was a drift mine in this area which could possibly reveal some contamination.  Resolved – No objections.
4)
25/01115/FULHH – Part first floor and single storey extensions and alterations to link existing buildings.  Replacement of existing roof.  Resubmission of minor amendments to previous permission 18/00850/FULHH.  Crook Fold Farm, Brook Lane, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections.
5)
25/01086/DIS – Application to discharge condition 3 (Ground Investigation Report) attached to reserved matters consent 23/00114/REM (Reserved matters application pursuant to outline planning permission ref: 18/00416/OUT (Outline application for the erection of 6 detached dwellings following demolition of existing dwelling and stables including details of access, layout and scale) seeking approval of landscaping details and details reserved by conditions nos. 6 (preliminary risk assessment - site investigation), 9 (construction environmental management plan), 10 (lighting design strategy), 11 (invasive non-native species protocol), 12 (ecological design strategy), 13 (demolition statement) and 14 (landscaping scheme) attached to outline planning permission ref:18/00416/OUT).  Latvian Consulate, Pemberton House Farm, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard – Noted.
96. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Notification Parish Council Precept for 2026/27 is required by 16th January 2026 + details of tax base – For note and use when setting the Precept at the Budget Meeting – Noted.
b) Confirmation from the Housing Options Manager at Chorley Council that the properties on the development off Charter Lane are being advertised via Select Move in this area – Noted.  It was reported that they have been advertised in this area, along with other areas.
c) Confirmation from Kompan that your claim application for the fault with the roundabout has been approved for replacement and install free of charge – Noted, date to be confirmed.
d) Notification from Lancashire County Council that they are considering removal and introduction of bus stop clearway on Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard – No objections.
e) Notification from Lancashire County Council that they are considering the introduction of Prohibition of Waiting on Charter Lane and Lily Avenue, at their junction – No objections.
f) Notification from Lancashire County Council they are considering the Revocation of Restricted Roads on Various Roads in Chorley Borough (A49 Preston Road & Croston Lane) – Noted.
g) Information from the Environmental Education Centre, Farington Waste Recovery Park in relation to Eco Town, the new Environmental Education Facility, now open.  An invitation to attend in a group of 5 or more to show you what they are doing to make Lancashire a cleaner, greener place – It was agreed that Councillors Cheetham, Bishop, Shaw, Heaton and Bowen would like to visit the new Education Facility, but when the weather is a little warmer.
h) Notification from Chorley Council of a Grey Belt & Permission in Principle Planning Training session, Monday 8th December, 6pm-7.30pm, The Lancastrian, Town Hall, Chorley.  Invitation to send 2 representatives from the Parish Council – Councillors Cheetham and Bowen will attend.
i) Details of the Mayor of Chorley’s Charity Ball, a Burns Night & Ceilidh, in The Lancastrian, Town Hall, Chorley, Friday 23rd January 2026.  Tickets £45 each – The Chairman and his wife would like to attend, along with Councillor Bishop and her husband, and the Clerk and her husband.  The Clerk will facilitate this.  Along with the donation to the Mayor’s Charities.
j) Information from LALC – Nothing specific to report.
k) Parish Council Christmas Meal Reminder – Bowling Green, Thursday 11th December 2025, 7.00pm for 7.30pm – Noted.
l) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Report of importation of waste materials at Whittle Green Farm, Mill Lane – The Clerk has emailed Planning, who have no knowledge of this and have suggested contacting LCC. ii) Copy of Agenda papers for Planning Committee next week where Phase 2 development of an additional 57 houses on land off Charter Lane, and the development of the wall at Manor House Farm, German Lane, will both be discussed – Noted. Councillors agreed that if the Parish Council is invited to send a representative to speak on the Charter Lane proposals, Councillor Bowen will do so.
97. Orchard Gardens – Councillors Cheetham, Bishop and the Clerk met with Simon Forster from Chorley Council, on site, to discuss progress and proposals.  The proposals will now include 3 raised beds of differing heights to allow access by all.  A hardstanding will be put in place behind the new gate, purely for use by maintenance vehicles.  The sculpture will be in the middle of the grassed area, with a suggestion that a large wooden acorn may be suitable.  There will be 3 bays behind the front hedge to accommodate compost, mulch and materials.  Tree stumps will be removed from the top end of the site and drainage issues will be addressed.  A new updated tree survey was requested – Mr Forster will look into this.  He confirmed the Councils thoughts that the fence suggested is not really suitable for the site.  He agreed to look at a few options on fencing and obtain some approx. costings for this.  A new dropped kerb will need to be installed to serve the entrance, for which permission will be required.  The old/existing gate posts will be reinstated and a new gate will be hung at the entrance.
98. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting:
1.
Another incident has occurred at the bottom of Dob Brow at the junction with Birkacre Road. Visibility when exiting Birkacre Road is poor, as visibility up the hill is restricted by the blind spot.

2.
It was confirmed that the main contact for the Parish Council, even in the Chronicle, is the Clerk.
3.
Councillor Bowen reported that there isn’t enough space in the current Chronicle set up, for this times Parish Council article about the Best Kept Presentation evening, to which photographs have also been added.  Putting the full article and the Trustees application for Donations in this edition will increase printing costs by approx. £130.  Councillors agreed that this will be taken into consideration when they discuss their Annual Donations and will cover the additional costs for this edition in a donation in due course.

4.
Problems with drug selling on Delph Lane were reported. Exchanges are taking place during the daytime this time.  The PCSO will be asked to conduct some daytime visits.

5.
Flooding on Leeson Avenue, on the bend near the designated parking spaces, is getting worse.  Water is holding mostly on the road but does occasionally go onto the pavement.  Parking on the pavements and by campervans is again an issue which will be reported to the PCSO for observation.

6.
Opposite the new development on the Lancaster Farm site, Preston Road, where the new water main was installed under the road, the workings have sunk quite significantly and may cause damage to cars.
99. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing to report.
100. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments received since the agenda was compiled)
Waterplus


Water usage at Orchard Gardens August- November 2025
     £34.54
SLCC



Cost of Books to be retained by the Clerk


   £200.96

SLCC



Annual Membership 





   £200.00
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)
(including back pay)



 £1010.55
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk             



   £362.83
Amazon


Replacement Toner Cartridges



     £91.18

Ingham & Yorke

Rent – Orchard Gardens and Land Adjacent


   £125.00

D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Accounts Software 





     £37.80
D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £67.93
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £21.70

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £29.99
All invoices listed have been examined, verified and certified by the RFO.  The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for November along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.  Financial income and expenditure appear to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments. 
101. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 4 weeks, totals 100 contracted Hours @ £13.00 per hour (£1,300.00) + an additional 6.5 hours (£84.50) on parks and open spaces = £1,384.50.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,384.50.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 13th January 2026 
Budget Meeting 6.15pm








Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.




Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  8.55 pm

Chairman:

REPORT 1
a) Notification reserved matters approved to change the approved arrangement of garages (retrospective).  Hunters Lodge Motel, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification permission granted for extension to nursery building. Pole Green Nurseries, Church Lane, Charnock Richard.
c) Information from Fawns Recreational Services Ltd, on how your park can help with Health & Wellbeing, in the choice of equipment put on there.
d) Poster in relation to the NHS Health Check – displayed in the Notice Boards.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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