CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 7.00 pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr L Cheetham (Chairman), J Hill, Mrs A Bishop, G Brennand, Mrs J Bowen, A Cornwell and H Heaton.  Also present, Borough Councillor Whittaker.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Borough Councillor Whittaker – reported that to assist in the production of the village footpath map, the Parish Council are invited to suggest 6 or so places of interest in the village, and the details will be added to the map.  Borough Councillor Whittaker also reported that the 3 ward Councillors have managed to secure approx. £2000-£3000 to add a small piece of play equipment to Mossie Close Play Area.  The Council will assess what they would like, what space is available, and what will fit in the space available.  Councillor Whittaker confirmed his disappointment that planning permission had been granted for the wall at Manor House Farm, German Lane, reporting that the ward Councillors did their best at the Planning Committee Meeting.  It was also reported that a decision on Phase 2 development on land off Charter Lane was deferred pending a site visit, which will take place prior to the Planning Committee Meeting next Tuesday 20th January.  Discussions took place on the planning report submitted for this application with a recommendation for approval. The Clerk will re-send the photographs of the flooding, and a further email from the Parish Council to Borough Councillor Whittaker prior to the Planning Committee Meeting next week.  It was reported that the pond, which is supposed to deal with surface water drainage from the Phase 1 development is inadequate.  The road workings at the junction of Charter Lane and the new development have sunk and water is holding.  It was reported that those applying for the houses/flats on this development must have a connection with Chorley.  
109. Apologies - Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor A J Shaw.  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillors Singh and Heydon.
110. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force – There were no declarations of interest at this point.
111. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 - The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the December Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
112. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 3 – no discussion required) - Noted.
113. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following applications:
1) 
 26/00003/FULHH – Proposed single storey rear extension.  9 Leeson Avenue, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No objections.
2)
 25/01136/DIS – Application to discharge condition 15 (site phasing plan) and 16 (dwelling phasing plan) for erection of 6 detached dwellings following demolition of existing dwelling and stables.  Latvian Consulate, Pemberton House Farm, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard – Noted.
114. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Notification next Chorley Liaison Meeting is Wednesday 21st January 2026, 6.30pm at Chorley Town Hall – Councillor Cornwell will be attending this Meeting.  No agenda items proposed.
b) Update on the Neighbourhood Area Group Meetings which would usually take place in February and March to propose neighbourhood priority project ideas for the 2026/27 year.  Due to Local Government Reorganisation, and Chorley Council currently focusing on delivering a large-scale Community Impact Programme, aiming for completion by May, it has been agreed that the proposal and selection process for 2026/27 neighbourhood priorities be postponed until after May – Noted.
c) Confirmation from the Director of Communities and Leisure at Chorley Council that according to the allocation policy, residents must have a connection with Chorley to have the properties on the development off Charter Lane allocated under Select Move – Noted.
d) Confirmation from Kompan that replacement parts for the roundabout, and the chains and cradle swing will be installed free of charge on Friday 23rd January – Noted.  There is an issue with the safety surfacing, which is now squashy in places, and looks like it may be lifting.  The Clerk will ask the Kompan fitter to assess the safety surfacing to see if water damage has caused this following the recent flooding of the play area.
e) Some of the details in the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) giving 12 of the most significant reforms in the governments planning policies for England – Noted.
f) Information from LALC – Nothing to report.
g) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Invitation to attend the forthcoming Prayers for Ukraine Service – Councillor Bowen will attend on behalf of the Parish Council. ii) An invitation to attend a service at Blackburn Cathedral to mark the 35th Anniversary of the Gulf War Liberation of Kuwait – Apologies from the Parish Council as no-on is able to attend.  iii) Update on the Phase 2 planning application on land off Charter Lane, which will be going to Planning Committee on Tuesday 20th January – Discussions have taken place on this matter in the public forum.  Councillor Bowen will once again represent the Parish Council if an invitation to speak at the Planning Committee Meeting is received.  iv)  The Clerk confirmed that Parish Council Donations will be made at the February Parish Council Meeting.  Posters advertising this will be placed in the Parish Council Notice Boards – Noted.
115. Accept Budget Calculations and Set the Precept for 2026/2027 - Following full discussions at the Budget Meeting prior to this Parish Council Meeting, it was Resolved:  That the Parish Council accept the Budget Calculations.  That a Parish Precept Requirement of £40,000.00 for the 2026/2027 financial year is required.  This figure will include the top up grant from the Borough Council of £345.00.  Therefore, the Parish Yield for 2026/27 will be £39,655.00 + the Top up Grant of £345.00 = £40,000.00.
116. Orchard Gardens – update - Tree Survey booked for 6th February 2026.  The Clerk will request details of the time so that Councillor Bishop can attend.
117. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting:
1.
Pavement parking in the village is getting worse.  On Chorley Lane, near the ginnel to Leeson Avenue, vehicles are parked on the pavement when they could be parked on driveways.  This problem exists in other areas in the village e.g. Leeson Avenue.  It is impossible for people in wheelchairs or mobility scooters, and mums with prams, to use the pavements in places and they are forced to go into the road to avoid the parked vehicles.
2.
It was confirmed that the results of the GPS commissioned by the residents of German Lane, clearly shows that the homeowner at Manor House Farm has built the wall on LCC highway.  This information has now been passed to the LCC Officer in highways.  There is no indication as yet, what LCC will do with this information and the impact it may have on the recent Planning Decision.

3.
It was reported that there are now 3 Charnock Richard/Welch Whittle name signs which need new backing boards on them.  The Clerk will check with Councillor Shaw whether he still has one in his possession that can be used as a template.

4.
There is a horsebox on Delph Lane, which is untaxed and uninsured, and has been parked there for about 3-4 months.  This will be reported to DVLA as an abandoned vehicle.

5.
The gate at the entrance to Mossie Close Play Area needs repairing.  Councillor Cheetham will assess this and make the necessary repairs if possible.  If not, he will report back to the Parish Council
118. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – nothing specific to report.
119. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments, receipts, or other accounting matters received or come to light since the agenda was compiled))
CR United Charities

Rent Mossie Close Play Area




   £100.00

Netwise


Website Maintenance, Domain Name & Email addresses
   £600.00
The Mayor’s Charities
Donation 






     £90.00

Kompan


Replacement Chains for cradle swing



   £447.44
Npower


Electricity Supply to Telephone Box 1/4/24-31/3/25

     £10.33

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






 £1010.35
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk             



   £363.03
D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Accounts Software 





     £37.80
D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £67.93
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £21.70

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £29.99
Receipts:
Royal Bank of Scotland
Bank Interest Oct-Dec 2025




   £175.17

All invoices listed have been examined, verified and certified by the RFO.  The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for December along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.  Financial income and expenditure appear to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts. 
120. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 5 weeks, totals 124 contracted Hours @ £13.00 per hour = £1,612.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,612.00.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at 7.00pm

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.




Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  8.21 pm

Chairman:
REPORT 1
a) Notification permission granted for front boundary wall/railings and access gates, 1.9m in height (part retrospective).  Manor House Farm, German Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification permission granted for raising of ridge height and addition of rear dormer.  Charter House, 116 Church Lane, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification conditions 10 (biodiversity and mitigation plan) and 8 (site access) for (change of use of golf course storage building to a single dwellinghouse, including alterations to access),  Charnock Brow Barn, Preston Road, Charnock Richard, have been discharged.
d) Notification conditions 3 (ground investigation report), 6 (preliminary risk assessment – site investigation), 9 (construction environmental management plan), 10 (lighting design strategy), 11 (invasive non-native species protocol), 12 (ecological design strategy), 13 (demolition statement) and 14 (landscaping scheme) for development of 6 detached dwellings, Latvian Consulate, Pemberton House Farm, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard, have been discharged.
e) Notification planning permission granted for single storey rear extension and associated external alterations. 1 The Foxwood, Charnock Richard.
f) Notification conditions 14 (contaminated land) and 3(approved materials) for development of 76 affordable dwellings on land 120m East of 27 Charter Lane, Charnock Richard, have been discharged.
g) Letter of thanks from Chorley Council to those Councillors who attended the Grey Belt and Permission in Principle training + copy of the presentation delivered. 
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