CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7.00 pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr L Cheetham (Chairman), Mr H Heaton, Mr J Hill, Mr G Brennand, Mrs A Bishop, Mrs J Bowen, and Mr A Cornwell.  Also present, Borough Councillors Whittaker and Singh.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Borough Councillor Whittaker – reported on a copy of the MP’s letter of support for objections to the Camelot proposals.  It was confirmed that the public footpath maps are being produced, and points of interest have now been added.  BC Whittaker will obtain laminated copies for displaying in the Notice Boards and other important places, which will include a QR code link to request copies from the Clerk.  It was confirmed that there is a little bit of money left in the pot after producing the footpath maps, which the Borough Councillors would like to use to provide a bench for Mossie Close.  It was suggested that a bench would be more useful on the grassed area of amenity land before entering the play area, as one has been requested here in the past.  The Parish Council did request permission from Chorley Council to place one at this location, but did not hear back from them.  It was suggested that the bench be purchased from Pole Green Nurseries so that a local village business is also being supported.  It was confirmed that the bench will be ordered, and installed, before the end of March. BC Whittaker left the Meeting.

Borough Councillor Singh – reported that Chorley Council have recently voted to freeze Council Tax this year, however, Lancashire County Council will be increasing their portion of the Council Tax quite significantly.  He confirmed that the May elections are now going ahead as normal.  BC Singh reported that Chorley Council is favouring a Unitary Authority comprising of Chorley, South Ribble and West Lancashire Borough Council, which is Option 3.  There will be fewer Borough Councillors if the proposals for Unitary Authorities go ahead, however, nothing is likely to change for Parish Councils.
133. Apologies - Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Mr Shaw.  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillor Heydon.
134. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders, and the Councillors Code of Conduct currently in force - There were no declarations of interest at this point.
135. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 - The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the February 2026 Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
136. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) - Noted.
Standing Orders – were suspended to allow BC Singh to answer questions in relation to development at Pemberton House Farm, Park Hall Road.  It was reported that waste materials have been imported on to the site over the last couple of years, without much building work being undertaken to date.  BC Singh agreed to look into this matter and report back to the Parish Council.  The Meeting resumed.
137. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following applications:
1) 
 26/00107/FULHH – Two storey rear extension.  148 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No objections.
2)
26/00104/DIS - Application to discharge condition nos. 4(hard surfacing), 5(boundary treatments), 6(ground levels), 7(roofing materials), 8(landscaping), 9(sewerage and drainage), 11 (dwelling emission rates) and 12(standard assessment procedure in respect of dwelling emission rates) of planning permission ref: 18/01206/FUL (Demolition of equestrian buildings and construction of a dormer bungalow and detached garage). Fishers Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard – Noted.
3)   26/00126/PIP – Permission in Principle application for the erection of up to two dwelling houses.  Land to the North of Fishers Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard - Resolved - The Parish Council object to the application for permission in principle at this location. Development has already taken place at Fishers Farm, and a separate PIP application has also been approved across the road. Further development would result in an over-intensification of the site which is in the Greenbelt. This would have a detrimental impact on the openness of the Greenbelt at this location. In addition, concerns have been expressed about mine workings which also exist around this location.
4)   26/00157/SCE – Application for a Screening Opinion for the construction of a Solar Farm and associated infrastructure. Land off Croston Lane, Charnock Richard – The Clerk explained that this is not yet a planning application but an application to the Borough Council to see whether the applicant needs to submit an Environmental Impact Assessment if/when a planning application is submitted – The Parish Council believe that it is extremely important that an Environmental Impact Assessment is completed and submitted with any planning application, as the proposals would have a significant impact on the local environment at this location in many ways.

5)   26/00184/TPO – Application for works to a protected tree – Chorley BC TPO 4 (Charnock Richard) 1991. G1: Oak (T1) Crown reduce by no more than 1 metre to balance the extensive canopy – Resolved – No objections.
138. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Notification next Chorley Liaison Meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th March 2025 at 6.30pm at Chorley Town Hall + Call for items for the Agenda – Councillor Cornwell will attend.
b) Notification the next Neighbourhood Area Meeting, scheduled for 23/3/26, cancelled – Noted.
c) Places of interest on the Parish Map being produced for the Parish Council by the 3 ward Borough Councillors: The Ancient Milestone, Dam Woods(Bluebell Woods), The Old School and Almshouses, Orchard Gardens, Pole Green Nurseries and Yarrow Valley Golf Course – Agreed.
d) Suggestion of a ‘Tidy Up’ day for Parish Councillors near the railway bridge, Chorley Lane, and a plaque in memory of Mr Brown – It was agreed that a plaque will be placed on the stonework on the bridge and colourful planting will take place.  Next Agenda.
e) Notification of the Statutory Consultation, from 5/2/26-26/3/26, to share your views on the proposals which will replace Lancashire’s existing councils with new unitary councils, each responsible for delivering all local services.  Proposals suggest 2, 3, 4 or 5 unitary councils – The Parish Council would support the Option to create 4 Unitary Authorities.
f) Information from LALC – Nothing to report.
g) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Copy of the letter of objection from the MP to the proposals for development at Camelot – Noted.
139. Action to Satisfy Audit Requirements - Resolved - Councillors confirmed the following action has been taken throughout the year to satisfy Audit Requirements: i) The Parish Council Risk Assessment – was reviewed and accepted at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May 2025.  Risk review and health and safety implications associated with the work of the Lengthsman remain on-going.  ii) The effectiveness of the Internal Audit – the Internal Auditor is both competent and independent, has no relationship to the Clerk or Councillors.  The Audit trail is detailed, planned, and the broad scope of the internal audit covers all aspects of the Councils business including financial, administrative, practical, policy and procedural matters.  Any issues arising from both the internal and external auditors are reported to the Parish Council at the earliest opportunity and appropriate action taken.  Councillors confirmed the continued appointment of Mrs Margaret Stewart as the Parish Councils Internal Auditor.
Request from the Clerk to complete the Principles of Internal Auditing Local Councils (PIALC) course, which will assist in ensuring the Parish Council accounts always satisfy audit requirements, however, the Parish Council accounts will still need auditing internally as the Clerk will be unable to audit our own accounts. Cost £140 + VAT – Resolved – The Clerk will undertake the training at the Parish Council’s expense as the qualification will assist Charnock Richard Parish Council in complying will audit requirements, and ensure that they are current, up to date and compliant.
140. Reminder to continue the review of Parish Council Policies and Procedures prior to approval in May – Noted.
Standing Orders – Review 


Financial Regulations - Review

Code of Conduct – Review.


Complaints Procedure – Review

Publication Scheme – Review


Info. available from Publication Scheme – Review

Grants Policy – Review



Document Retention Policy – Review

IT Policy - Review
141. Orchard Gardens – update on Tree Works and Fence Quotations.  Emergency/urgent tree work has now taken place and Councillor Bishop confirmed that the contractor had done a good job.  They have tree trunks from 3 of the trees felled, as feeding stations for the birds.  The contractor will be asked to put the picnic bench they moved to undertake the work, back in its original location.  Work has been undertaken on 2 rotten trees and 3 infected trees, and they have also removed a number of precarious branches.  The Council agreed to proceed with any non-urgent tree works identified in the Tree Report.  Chorley Council will be asked to obtain quotations for any other tree work suggested in the Tree Report.  The Council will ask Chorley Council to begin obtaining quotations for the remaining work in Phase II and Phase III of the development of this land.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council agreed with the appointment of the contractor for fencing between Orchard Gardens and The Vicarage, as IP Jones.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council are responsible for the boundaries, boundary fencing, and boundary hedges on the land at Orchard Gardens and adjacent.
142. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting:
1.
The horsebox reported to DVLA remains parked on Delph Lane and has been for approx. 8 months.  The vehicle is not taxed, or MOT’d, and is now being vandalised.  It will be reported again.

2.
Lorries are struggling to negotiate the traffic lights when turning right at the top of Dob Brow into Church Lane.  The traffic lights are too close to the junction for vehicles turning right.   It is also difficult for public transport users to get on the bus at this location.

3.
It was reported that gas containers are being put in the litter bin outside Mossie Close Play Area by the occupants of a Black SUV, around 11pm at night.  This has been reported to the Police.

4.
It was reported that there is now no-one to look after the memorial gardens, which is the responsibility of the Community Centre Trust.  It was suggested that a request for volunteers to help with this is placed in the Chronicle.

5.
It was reported that the footway/pavement on Dob Brow needs side dressing to reveal the full width of the pavement as residents using mobility scooters are struggling to use the pavements due to the overgrowth significantly narrowing them.  The landowners have cut back the hedges, but LCC do not have the manpower and resources to address all side dressing requests.

6.
It was reported that the Vision buses now being used only have space for 1 wheelchair, pram, or mobility scooter.  Therefore, if the space is already in use when the bus stops, a second wheelchair pram or mobility scooter is not allowed to board the bus.
7.
The road gully near street light No. 57 on Chorley Lane, is completely full and flooding the road.  The drain needs cleaning out urgently.

8.
Councillor Hill agreed to look at the drains and drainage system on the playing fields and play area at Mossie Close following the recent flooding during heavy rainfall.  The water holding on the playing field and play area could be an indication that the developers have damaged the pipe in the ditch, and the water cannot now get away.  Councillor Hill will check if the pipe is blocked.

9.
There is a vehicle parked on the pavement, very close to the hedges, on Town Lane, resulting in pedestrians not being able to get past.  The vehicle owner is probably doing this due to the increased number of large vehicles now using Town Lane however, it is obstructing the pavement.

10.  Councillor Cheetham reported walking to the end of Town Lane, to the battery storage facility, where he was invited to look around.  He didn’t have time that day, but will go down in the future to look around.  He reported the installation of a water tank on the site, on the advice of the Fire Brigade.

11.
 It was reported that BC Singh has contacted Chorley Council with regard to arranging another Skip Day in the village.  It was confirmed that the Football Club car park can be used for a couple of hours on a Saturday morning in May or June.
143. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – LALC Area Committee Meeting – attended by Councillor Cornwell.  Discussions took place on the roll out of the new food waste collections in the Borough, together with the fact that LCC will only repair potholes in a 1 square metre area, anything adjacent will be left until another time.
144. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments, receipts, or other accounting matters received or come to light since the agenda was compiled))
Waterplus


Water used at Orchard Gardens 16/11/25-15/2/26

     £25.50

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






 £1010.55
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk             



   £362.83
Mrs C A Cross

Stationery, Postage & Mileage April 25 – March 26

   £156.36

D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Accounts Software 





     £37.80
D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £67.93
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £21.70

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £29.99
All invoices listed have been examined, verified, and certified by the RFO.  The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for February along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.  Financial income and expenditure appear to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments. 
145. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 4 weeks, totals 100 contracted Hours @ £13.00 per hour = £1,300.00 + 15 additional hours = £195.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,495.00.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 7th April 2026 at 7.00pm

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.




Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.05 pm

Chairman:
REPORT 1
a) Confirmation of  discharge of conditions 15 (site phasing plan) and 16 (dwelling phasing plan) attached to outline planning permission ref: 18/00416/OUT (Outline application for the erection of 6 detached dwellings following demolition of existing dwelling and stables including details of access, layout and scale).  Latvian Consulate, Pemberton House Farm, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification of signed temporary road closure on Back Lane, Charnock Richard, on 5/5/26 until 6/5/26 to enable telecom pole maintenance works to be carried out.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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