CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th April 2026 at 
7.00 pm, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr H Heaton (Acting Chairman), Mr J Hill, Mr A J Shaw, Mr G Brennand, Mrs A Bishop, Mrs J Bowen, and Mr A Cornwell.  Also present, Borough Councillor Singh.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Borough Councillor Singh – reported that there is no illegal tipping taking place at the Pemberton House Farm development site.  Councillor Singh confirmed that a new bench has now been installed on the amenity grassed area near Mossie Close Play Area, paid for by the 3 Borough Councillors from their funding allocation.  It was confirmed that Chorley Council has tidied up the A49, cut back some of the hedges, cleaned the chevron signs, and replaced missing reflective stickers where required.  Councillor Singh confirmed that a letter of objection had been submitted by the Borough Councillors to the second Permission in Principle application for Delph Lane.  The Chairman asked if a different approach was being taken by Chorley Council, as some PIP applications had been refused and then gone to appeal.  Councillor Singh reported that all appeals will be challenged by the Borough Council.  In relation to the current Screening Opinion request, Councillor Singh confirmed that a letter had been sent to the planning officer requesting that an Environmental Impact Assessment should be required at the planning stage.

A Member of the Public – reported his response to the Screening Opinion for the proposed Solar Farm on Croston Lane.  He confirmed that his submission had taken apart the applicant’s claim that the proposals would not be a problem for the environment, pointing out that there is no mention of the impact on any animals, trees, bushes, or the residents in the report.  There are also fundamental issues/points missing from their submission e.g.: issues around fire safety, site security, vandalism and theft, and storm damage.  He reported on numerous cases where storm damage had resulted in glass, metal, and chemicals, going into the grass.  He also disputes the fact that 40 years is a temporary use.  Approximately 80 homes will be able to see the solar farm, with the lounge window of the closest house being only 20metres away from the proposed solar farm.  Residents’ amenity will be significantly affected by these proposals if permitted.  The proposed access will be difficult for HGV’s to negotiate from the narrow Croston Lane.  The environmental impact of the proposals will be significant and will affect the environment indefinitely.  The cost to the environment of solar panels is significant. It was confirmed that the Parish Council were totally opposed to the previous application submitted for a solar farm at this site, stating that the beauty of our rural community must be preserved.  Many Councillors are disillusioned with the planning system as it appears that developers are holding Borough Councils to ransom, because they have the money to appeal against a decision to refuse permission.  BC Singh confirmed that the Borough Councillors are also upset and annoyed about these issues.  It was reported that when the Government changed National Planning Policy, and dropped in the term “Grey Belt”, this will put all Greenbelt Land at risk.  BC Singh stressed that it is important that we continue to fight for the residents, and to maintain the green fields and Greenbelt in our areas.  It was reported that “Grey Belt” land is low quality land in the Green Belt that is derelict, however, it has been suggested that some landowners will allow their land to become derelict, to allow it to fall into the category of “Grey Belt” and then become development land e.g.:  disused car parks, petrol stations, or neglected scrubland or farmland.
146. Apologies - Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Mr Cheetham.  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillors Whittaker and Heydon.
147. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders, and the Councillors Code of Conduct currently in force - There were no declarations of interest at this point.
148. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 - The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the March 2026 Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
149. Updates for note by the Council: Report 1 (page 5 – no discussion required) - Noted.
150. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following applications:
1) 
 26/00157/SCE – Application for a Screening Opinion for the construction of a Solar Farm and associated infrastructure. Land off Croston Lane, Charnock Richard – The Clerk explained that this is not yet a planning application but to see whether the applicant needs to submit an Environmental Impact Assessment if/when a planning application is submitted – The Parish Council believe that it is extremely important that an Environmental Impact Assessment is completed and submitted with any planning application as the proposals would have a significant impact on the local environment at this location in many ways.  The Council submitted the following additional comments:  Resolved: The Parish Council is of the opinion that an Environment Impact Assessment is an absolute necessity with any planning application for a solar farm in the suggested location.  The Parish Council totally support all the points made in Mr Wilson's letter in relation to the Screening Opinion application. In addition to this,  the Parish Council draw attention to the fact that Chorley Council deemed it unnecessary for an Environmental Impact Assessment to be submitted with the application for development at the Camelot Site, when a Screening Opinion application was made. However, the Planning Inspector dealing with the appeal requested that an Environmental Impact Assessment is submitted for the forthcoming appeal. The Parish Council hope that the Borough Council realise that the impact on the environment at this location of an application for a solar farm, will be significant and detrimental, and will therefore require that an Environmental Impact Assessment is submitted in the early stages of any planning application for these proposals.
2)
26/00145/PIP – Permission in Principle application for the erection of up to four dwelling houses.  Land to the rear of The Stables, Fishers Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard – Observations already submitted as follows, for ratification: The Parish Council Resolved:  That the following objection is representative of their opinion. - Development has already taken place at Fishers Farm, and a separate PIP application has also been approved across the road. Further development would result in an over-intensification of the site which is in the Greenbelt. This would have a detrimental impact on the openness of the Greenbelt at this location.  Any further development at this location would be considered inappropriate development in the Green Belt. In addition, concerns have been expressed about mine workings which also exist around this location.  The 
3)   26/00271/FULHH – Raising of ridge height, first floor extension above existing garage, conversion of garage to habitable accommodation, front porch, front and rear dormers, single storey rear extension and extension of driveway.  Morehay Lawn, Sharratts Path, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No Objections.
151. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Notification that the submission date for the AGAR relative to the Parish Councils accounts for the year ending 31/3/26 is Monday 1st July 2026.  Submission to PKF Littlejohn LLP – Noted.
b) Update from Chorley Council in relation to recent planning enforcement training, and an offer to attend a Parish Council Meeting to provide a short overview of the training, or to discuss any current enforcement matters affecting the Parish – The Clerk will invite the Officer to the June Meeting to provide a short overview of recent training and discuss any enforcement issues.
c) Report of litter left on, and around, Mossie Close Play Area, and on Leeson Avenue, every morning after football matches at the Leeson Avenue/Charter Lane Football Club, and a request that the players and supporters are asked to be more mindful of the issue – Councillor Heaton took these points on-board and will report this to the Manager of the Junior teams.
d) Response from the PCSO to issues raised – Several visits to Leeson Avenue in response to reported parked cars on the pavement revealed no issues.  No campervan parked on the corner of Leeson Avenue and Willow Drive.  Parking at this location is not ideal, but not blocking the pavement and there are no parking restrictions in place to enforce.  Checks on the play area and surrounding land revealed no canisters seen/found – Noted. 
e) Quotation from Kompan Ltd for the Butterfly Seesaw, on grass mats.  Total of £3823.68 incl. vat – The quotation will be forwarded to the Borough Councillors for the Parish.
f) Suggestion of a ‘Tidy Up’ day for Parish Councillors near the railway bridge, Chorley Lane, and a plaque in memory of Mr Brown – date, time, and those involved to be agreed – Resolved – An 8” x 4” white Perspex sign with black lettering will be the most suitable option.  The Parish Council will work on the area, obtaining the plants from Pole Green Nurseries, with a view to doing the work after the 19th of May.  The area needs preparing, which the Lengthsman will be asked to do.  Suggested wording for the sign should be forwarded to the Clerk.
g) Information from LALC – Nothing specific to report.
h) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Invitation to send 2 representatives to a Town & Parish Council Forum with the MP, Paul Foster, 17th April 2026, Civic Centre, Leyland – It was agreed that if Councillor Cheetham cannot go, Councillor Bowen will attend, along with the Clerk. ii) The Clerk reported that Environmental Impact Assessment details have been submitted to support the Camelot development appeal – It was reported that the amount of information that has been submitted is so extensive that the Borough Council will have to allocate an Officer to go through it all.  The Clerk reported that even the Environmental Statement Non-Technical Summary is 35 pages long, and a difficult read.  The Clerk asked if it would be possible for the Borough Council to summarise the important points in the information received, and their response to these, so that the Parish Council can use this information to support Borough Council observations, and submit their own response.
Meeting Suspended – To allow BC Singh to confirm that the documentation is extensive, detailed and complex.  He agreed to follow the Clerk’s request up with Borough Council planning officers to assist the Parishes to compile a suitable response to the information submitted.

The Meeting resumed.

152. Acceptance of Annual Audit Plan for forthcoming year - Councillors have reviewed their copies in their own time before this meeting to discuss possible amendments required prior to adoption in May.  Resolved – The Annual Audit Plan was accepted for 2026/27.   

153. Reminder to Councillors to review Council Policies & Procedures prior to approval in May – Standing Orders – Review 


Financial Regulations – Review
Code of Conduct – Review.


Complaints Procedure – Review
Publication Scheme – Review


Info. available from Publication Scheme – Review

Grants Policy – Review



Document Retention Policy – Review

IT Policy – Review



Reminder Noted.
154. Best Kept Competition – initial discussions/action required for the competition. Nomination letters will be distributed at the June Parish Council Meeting, with all nominations to be with the Clerk by 1st of July 2026 so that they can be sent to the judge for judging.  Something will be put in the Chronicle in June to highlight the competition and the subsequent presentation evening.
155. Orchard Gardens – Emergency/urgent tree work has been completed. Contractor appointed to install the new fencing between Orchard Gardens and The Vicarage.  The residents adjacent have been notified and understand, and agree to, the contractor going on to their land to remove tree stumps which will affect installation, and to safely install fencing.  Quotations are now being obtained for groundwork on the site – The Parish Council will suggest contacting IP Jones to undertake the groundwork as well.  The Clerk will also ask that the Borough Council begin to obtain quotations for Phase II and Phase III of the land adjacent to the Orchard.
156. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1.
It was reported that the van on Delph Lane has now also been reported to DVLA by Chorley Council officers.  Now looking what the Council, or the Police, can do to remove it.

2.
When the SPID on Church Lane is inactive, cars are now slowing down.  The Clerk will determine if the existing SPID can be connected to the electricity supply at Pole Green Nurseries.

3.
Footways need side dressing on the school side of Church Lane, from the School to Tudor Lodge.
4.
The ginnel from Church Lane to Lichen Close is overgrown and needs spading back.

5.
Side dressing of the footways on Dob Brow is also required.

6.
The bench on the grassed area near the school gates requires remedial repair work.

7.
The large pot hole on Leeson Avenue has now been filled. Need to monitor this repair.

8.
Neighbours on Whitegates Fold and Neargates are in dispute over hedges which have been cut.

9.
Councillor Hill has found the manhole at the side of the Football pitch but needs permission to cut the overgrown hedges to access it and check the drains.  Councillor Heaton told him to go ahead.

10.
Water is running down the length of German Lane.  It cannot get into the ditches due to the height of the verges and the 3 crossings are all blocked and restricting the water from getting away.

11.
Councillor Bowen agreed to send a photograph of the hedge next to the play area, the subject of an email exchange between the Parish Council and the neighbours.

12.
It was reported that the gardens of the new houses off Charter Lane are flooding already.

13.
It was reported that all new-builds today are built approx. 2 feet higher than existing buildings.

14.
The overgrowth onto the footway on Park Hall Road needs cutting back.

15.
Chorley Council is trying to determine who is responsible for the broken SPID on Dob Brow, with a view to, if it’s not working, then replace it.

16.
Reported fly-tipping on Church Lane has now been removed.

17.
The Council thanked BC Singh, and all the Borough Councillors who represent Charnock Richard, for their support and work over the years.  
18.
The Clerk reported that of the 350 houses proposed for the Camelot site, 50% of them will be affordable homes and there will be apartments over the Community Hub.

19.
 There is no start date at the moment for Phase 2 development on land off Charter Lane.
157. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Chorley Liaison Meeting – attended by Councillor Cornwell, who reported that the Borough Council is attempting to go green across their services and service provision.  That they are aiming to decarbonise all Chorley Council buildings going forward.
158. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments, receipts, or other accounting matters received or come to light since the agenda was compiled))
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






 £1010.35
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk             



   £363.03
Pole Green Nurseries

Plants for baskets and beds




     £60.66

Mrs Bishop


Reimburse cost of bird food for Orchard Gardens

     £61.54

D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Accounts Software 





     £37.80
D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £67.93
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £21.70

D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £29.99
All invoices listed have been examined, verified, and certified by the RFO.  The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for March along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.  Financial income and expenditure appear to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.
159. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 5 weeks, totals 125 contracted Hours @ £13.00 per hour = £1,625.00 + 13 additional hours = £169.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,794.00.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 5th May 2025




Annual Parish Meeting – 6.30pm




Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – 7.00pm
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend

Meeting Closed:  8.42 pm

Chairman:
REPORT 1
a) Notification planning permission granted for a two storey rear extension.  148 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification consent granted for works to a protected tree – Oak (T1) crown reduce by no more than 1 metre to balance extensive canopy.  4 Cherry Tree Close, Charnock Richard.
c) Email from an apprentice reporter at The Sun, asking for comments on the proposals for Camelot – no comments made.
d) Confirmation from the Principal Planning Officer, Chorley Council, that your comments in relation to the Screening Opinion Request for a solar farm on land off Croston Lane, will be added to the file.
e) Confirmation that flooding on German Lane has been assessed by an LCC inspector and work has been programmed to be undertaken.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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