CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of The Annual Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7:00 pm, immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting, in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane.

Present:  Councillors Mr L Cheetham, (Chairman), Mr H Heaton, Mr A J Shaw, Mrs J Bowen, Mr A Cornwell and Mr G Brennand.  Also present Borough Councillors Whittaker and Heydon.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 
Borough Councillor Whittaker- reported he has been to Orchard Gardens, met a resident, and they seemed very pleased with the new fence.  He reported that BC Singh has written to Chorley Council requesting that an Environmental Impact Assessment should be undertaken for the proposed Solar Farm off Croston Lane.  BC Whittaker apologised that the village footpath maps are not ready yet, there has been a technical problem in the production.  The new bench, funded by the 3 Borough Councillors, on the grassed area at the junction of Willow Drive and Leeson Avenue, has been very well received by the residents.  The Camelot appeal hearing will now take place 9-12 June at Chorley Town Hall.  He confirmed that the hope is that all 3 Parishes who will be most affected by the proposals at Camelot will contribute to the costs of employing the Planning Consultant to represent them at the hearing.  It was confirmed that 30% of the proposed development at Camelot will be 4 and 5 bedroom houses, which will result in more vehicular movements than first anticipated.    LCC do not appear to be registering any serious objections to the proposals.  The Borough Councillors have asked the Chorley Council Planning Officer to make a serious objection to the proposals.  All the points raised will be given to Mr Weetman (the Planning Consultant appointed to represent the Parishes), who will compile his response.  It is hoped that there will be a resume of the salient points, positives and negatives, and Chorley Council will fully brief Mr Weetman before he presents at the appeal.  There is no timescale given for the Planning Inspectors determination after the hearing. Fly tipping reported on Town Lane has recently been removed by Chorley Council.  The contents are the same as that dumped on Church Lane, and in Wrightington, therefore, officers will look into the contents and try to determine their source.  CCTV cameras and signage have now been put up on Town Lane.  
A resident present reported that he would like to remove a hedge, adjacent to his garden fence, which needs replacing.  It will be safer to replace the fence if the hedge is removed first.  The homeowner is happy to replant a suitable alternative hedge once the fence work is complete.  The homeowner currently maintains and cuts the hedge, but the hedge is now leaning on his fence. Councillors did not think there would be any real objections to removing the hedge to replace the fence, and then re-planting something suitable, provided the fence remains on its original fenceline.  The resident explained that there is a tree stump which, if removed, would allow him to straighten the fenceline.  It was suggested that some of the Trustees and Parish Councillors will meet the homeowner on site to discuss this.

The Clerk reported that BC Singh, who is currently up for re-election, had asked that the Council be informed that, if he is unsuccessful in the forthcoming election, it has been a pleasure working with Charnock Richard Parish Council.
1. Appointment of Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office - Councillor Heaton proposed Councillor Cheetham be appointed Chairman for a further 12-month term of office, this was seconded by Councillor Shaw - Resolved:  Councillor Cheetham is appointed Chairman of the Parish Council for 2026/2027.  Councillor Cheetham signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
2. Appointment of Vice-Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office - Councillor Shaw proposed Councillor Heaton as Vice-Chairman for a further 12-month term of office, this was seconded by Councillor Cornwell – Resolved:  Councillor Heaton is appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for 2026/2027.  Councillor Heaton signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
3. Appointments to Committees:   Resolved:  The following appointments were made:
a) Planning Committee – Councillors Shaw, Heaton, Hill, & Mrs 

Bishop.






b)   Amenities, Lengthsman’s & Best Kept Competition Committee-






      This Committee shall include all Parish Councillors, the 






      Chairman to be appointed at the first meeting held following 






      this meeting and, any matters specifically relating to the 






      Lengthsman to go to the Clerk as his main point of contact.

c) Chronicle Committee – Councillor Bowen and Councillor Bishop with assistance from the Clerk.  Articles as and when

required.

d) Website Committee - Councillors Cheetham, Mrs Bowen & the 

Clerk.






e)   Projects & Funding Working Party - Councillors Mrs Bishop, 






      Hill & Shaw, as and when required.






f)   Play Equipment Inspection Committee - Councillors Cheetham, 






      Hill, and Cornwell.

4. Appointment of Representatives to Outside Bodies Resolved:  The following appointments 

      were made:





   a)    L.A.L.C – Cllr Cornwell.









   b)   Chorley Liaison - Cllr Cornwell.  (It 









         was agreed a stand in will be appointed 









         if Councillor Cornwell cannot attend).









   c)   Almshouse Trustees – Cllr Heaton.









   d)   Community Centre Trust – Cllrs 









         Heaton, and Mrs Bowen.









   e)   Charnock Richard United Charities – 









         Cllrs Hill, Shaw and Cheetham.  

f)   Peter Lathom Charities – Cllr Hill.  

   g)  Southern Parishes Neighbourhood 

        Forum – Cllr Mrs Bishop.
5. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors Mrs Bishop and Hill.  
6. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
7. Adoption of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Members Code of Conduct, Complaints Procedure, Publication Scheme, Code of Practice for Dealing with Tenders, Risk Management Plan, Asset Register, Risk Management Register, Terms of Reference for Committees, Grant Policy, Document Retention Policy, Freedom of Information & Data Protection Policy, and the Information Technology (IT) Policy - Resolved:  That the aforementioned documents and policies be approved and adopted for the forthcoming year.
8. Approval of Timetable of Meetings 2026/2027 - Resolved:  Timetable attached approved.  
9. To Accept the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 7th April 2026 - The Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th April 2026 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meetings were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.  It was agreed that discussions on where the meetings will be held going forward will take place at the June Meeting.
10. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 5 – no discussion required) – Noted.
11. Planning – The Council were required to note the following applications:
1)
26/00381/DIS – Application to discharge condition 9 (SAP Assessment) of outline planning permission 18/00704/OUT (Outline application for the erection of 6no. detached dwellings following demolition of existing buildings, including matters of access, scale and layout. All other matters reserved).  Lancaster House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – Noted.
FOR NOTE – 26/00026/REFUSE – Notice of an appeal against the Chorley Council decision to refuse the outline application for the erection of up to 5no. dwellings, following demolition of existing buildings, with all matters reserved.  Chisnall House Farm, Croston Lane, Charnock Richard – Noted.
12. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Annual Insurance documents for review and approval for 2026/27 – Resolved – That the Parish Council has reviewed the Parish Council insurance provision and agreed that it is adequate and fit for purpose.  The Council will renew on year 2 of the 3-year annual premium.
b) April play equipment inspection (sent directly to Councillors) – action required – Councillor Cheetham reported that some of the safety surfacing requires minor repairs which could be completed with a kit as in previous years.  However, water is now pooling in places on the safety surfacing since the play area flooded during heavy rainfall.  The Clerk will re-send the letter sent to the builders following the flooding and request a response.  The safety surface installers will be asked if they can meet on site to inspect it and provide a professional opinion on the cause of the sponginess.  Councillors Shaw and Heaton will meet them on site to discuss the issues.  In relation to the branches overhanging the zipwire a pole saw and generator are required to undertake this work.
c) Email from Plant Based Treaty to see if the Parish Council would consider supporting the Plant Based Treaty and exploring stronger plant-based food options within Council activities – Noted.
d) A request from Councillor Bishop, on behalf of the residents of Buttermere Gardens, to try address issues relating to the grassed areas at the entrance to Buttermere Gardens, and a suggestion that the Lengthsman cuts this in the interim – It was reported, there did appear to be some grass cutting taking place on these areas on the 6th of May.  This will be monitored.
e) An email from Councillor Bishop, together with an email from a resident in the village in relation to the recent dog attack, in which a cat was sadly killed, on Mossie Close Play Area.  Request that the Parish Council take steps to address this before a more serious attack occurs – The Parish Council discussed this matter in detail and agreed that this could have been in relation to a child, due to the proximity of the play area and the fact that young children play on the playing fields.  The issue revolves around dogs being off leads on the play area and playing field which leads to the following: 1. Dog fouling, which is a health risk to the young children who use these facilities. 2. Many do not know that the land is owned by Charnock Richard United Charities and rented to the Parish Council and the Football Club.  There are signs on the play area already and there have been additional signs around the playing field which have been removed over recent years for a variety of reasons.  The concerns revolve around liability, by the Trustees, Parish Council, or the Football Club, if a lose dog on the field attacks someone.  If the dog is kept under total control, and on a lead, incidents as serious as the one that has occurred should not happen.  The Trustees, the Parish Council, and the Football Club should be looking at how to address this collectively as a group.  It was suggested that signage erected on the play area and playing field should be bigger and better and that the junior Football Pitch should be fenced off, gated, and maintained as a pitch for the juniors.  It was pointed out that the pitch which the juniors play on is actually for Community use as well when not in use for junior training or matches.  Therefore, it was felt that it is more important to fence the children’s play area off.  Also, that it would not be as simple as suggested, to fence off the junior pitch.  Also, it would not be practical to lock the gates onto the fields to prevent access.  Councillors’ reiterated that their concern is for the children who use this space.  It was again confirmed that many children’s play areas are fenced off with a colourful fencing with attachments on the outside where dog owners can tie their dogs whilst using the play area.  IP Jones will be approached for a price per metre for a 1-metre-high fence around the play area.  Signage will be purchased stating that NO Dogs will be allowed on the play area, and that Dogs MUST be on a lead on the playing fields.  The Clerk will contact Chorley Council for advice on signage for the play area/playing field.
f) Confirmation from Chorley Council that clearance and fence work will commence at Orchard Gardens week commencing 27th April.  IP Jones is hoping to complete the work by the end of this week – It was reported that the Chairman and the Clerk had met with a Chorley Council officer on site today as the owners at the Vicarage were not happy with the stability of the fence and the spacing of many of the boards which have been added.  It was agreed that both these issues do need to be addressed as the complaint was valid.  The Chorley Council officer will ask IP Jones to go back and rectify these issues before payment is made.
g) Info. from LALC – Updated info. on the Practitioners Guide for this year.  Details of Training Tuesdays which Councillors or the Clerk may wish to attend – Noted.
h) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Confirmation from Heskin PC that they have engaged the services of a planning consultant, Mr Chris Weetman, to represent the Parishes at the forthcoming Camelot appeal – Noted.  ii) Speed limit on Preston Road – In light of the recent fatality on the A49 Preston Road, the various speed limits throughout the villages as it goes through, were discussed.  Councillor Heaton reported that he invited the Deputy Inspector of Police to the village a couple of years ago as he was concerned about the number of accidents occurring, and he requested a lowering of the speed limit.  Nothing happened.  It was confirmed that there is a considerable stretch of the A49 which has a 60mph speed limit and that motorists are coming out of Church Lane onto a 60mph road, which is extremely dangerous.  iii) It was confirmed that Planning Enforcement Training will be delivered prior to the June Meeting, from 6.30pm by the Senior Compliance Officer (Planning Enforcement), Chorley Council – Noted.   iv)  Discussion on the removal of the hedge adjacent to the playing field to allow a replacement fence to be erected by the homeowner – Noted. Following discussions earlier in the Meeting, Councillors and Trustees will meet on site with the homeowner.
13. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1 The Council will check if the existing SPID, used on Church Lane, can be connected to the electricity supply at Pole Green Nurseries.  This would save the need to keep charging it up.

2 Hedges on Preston Road, from Town Lane down to Whalley’s Farm, need cutting back.

3 Hedges in front of Kingsthorpe, Preston Road, need cutting back.
14. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Meeting with Paul Foster MP – attended by Councillor Bowen and the Clerk.  It was reported that the meeting was useful but nothing new was discussed.  He did confirm that there will be less Councillors when the new Unitary Authorities are created.
15. Charnock Richard Best Kept Competition – Action required for the competition.  Garden Nominations by the last week in June.  Nomination letters will be distributed at the June Meeting.
16. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments, receipts, or other accounting matters received or come to light since the agenda was compiled))
LALC



Annual Membership (last year £342.99)


   £347.89

BHIB Ltd


Annual Insurance Premium (£878.04 last year)

   £867.11
Npower


Electricity use at the Telephone Box – Defibrillator

     £37.94
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £977.75
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk & the Parish Council


   £395.63
CR Scouts & Guides

Use of the Scout Hut for Meetings Nov-March 26

   £204.00

D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Monthly charge for Scribe Accounts Software

     £37.80

D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £67.93
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £23.27
D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £32.99
D/D – ICO


Data Protection Fee (last year £47.00)


     £47.00
Receipts:
Chorley Council

Parish Precept





          £40,000.00
Approval of the AGAR - Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2025/26, S1 (Annual Governance Statement 2025/26) and S2 (Accounting Statements for the financial year ending 31 March 2026), the contents of which will form the basis of the Parish Council Annual Return to the external auditors.  Acceptance of the final bank reconciliation statement for the financial year ending 31 March 2026, and the monthly financial report.

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts.   

Resolved:  That the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2025/26, S1 (Annual Governance Statement 2025/26) and S2 (Accounting Statements for the financial year ending 31 March 2026), the contents of which will form the basis of the Parish Council Annual Return to the external auditors, are approved for submission together with acceptance of the final bank reconciliation statement and the monthly financial report for the financial year ending 31 March 2026.

17. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 4 weeks, totals 100 contracted Hours @ the revised £13.50 per hour (£1,350.00) + an additional 13.5 hours (£182.25) on parks and open spaces = £1,532.25.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,532.25.
Next Meeting:

Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at 7.00pm
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.



Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.16 pm

Chairman:









Date:

REPORT 1
a) Notification planning permission granted for a two-storey rear extension.  148 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard
b)  Notification consent for tree works has been granted for works to a protected tree – Chorley BC TPO 4. Oak (T1) crown reduce by no more than 1 metre to balance extensive canopy.  4 Cherry Tree Close, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification of an email received from an Apprentice Reporter for the Sun, informing the Council they were running a story on the proposed 350 homes at Camelot and asking if you wish to comment.  I did not comment.
d) Confirmation from the Planning Officer that your comments in relation to the Screening Opinion application for the solar farm off Croston Lane, will be added to the file.
e) Confirmation that the report of water flowing down German Lane has been assessed by an inspector and work has been programmed to be undertaken.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
TIMETABLE OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of the month, and commence at 7.00pm, unless otherwise stated in the timetable below

2026/2027

2026
Tuesday

5 May


Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard 

  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 6.30 PM




ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 7.00 PM

 2 June


Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM

 7 July
 

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM

 4 August

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM

 1 or 8 September
Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM




(Depending on Clerk’s Annual Leave)

 6 October

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM

 3 November 

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM

 1 December 

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM

2027
 12 January

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM




(Second Tuesday due to Christmas & New Year Holidays)




BUDGET MEETING 6.15 PM




PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7.00 PM

  2 February

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM

  2 March 

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM

  6 April 

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM

  11or 18 May

Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – 7.00 PM




(Due to Parish Council Elections it will be necessary to put the Meeting back at least 1

 week, maybe 2)




ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 6.30 PM




ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 7.00 PM

Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend

The aforementioned dates and times can be amended with the agreement of the

Parish Council should the need arise.
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