CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 7:00pm in the Scout Hut, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors Mr L Cheetham, (Chairman), Mr A J Shaw, Mr H Heaton, Mrs J Bowen, Mrs A Bishop, Mr A Cornwell, Mr J Hill and Mr G Brennand.  
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

A representative of PWA Planning, and the applicants themselves (Artisan Property Dev. Ltd) attended the Meeting to discuss their proposals for The Laurels Golf Course, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – Proposed extension to existing maintenance building to form a gym, erection of a padel centre and golf driving range.  The attendees thanked the Parish Council for allowing time for them to speak on the proposals.  It was confirmed that the site is 9.4 hectares, some of which remains underutilised.  The existing 9-hole golf course will be unaffected by the proposals and the development of the site.  A 22 bay golf driving range, a golf shop, and a gym will replace the existing maintenance building.  Development will therefore be on previously developed land.  There will be 5 indoor padel courts, and 3 outdoor ones.  Having made enquiries there is a shortage of padel provision facilities in Chorley Borough.  The existing restaurant will be refurbished and re-opened. Once complete there will be 180 parking spaces on site and the internal roads will be redeveloped to improve access onto, and within, the site.  Highways reports, and tree and lighting reports will also be undertaken.  The applicants would like to have community engagement on the proposals and hope to build good partnerships with existing sport and leisure facilities. They envisage health benefits as well as economic benefits from the proposals which would include jobs during both the construction phase, and once development has been completed.  The applicants are investing approx. £10million in the site.  They confirmed that pre-application discussions have already taken place with Chorley Council Planning and also with both MP’s for Chorley and South Ribble.
Councillor Bishop, having had discussions with a professional on the proposals, raised a number of points and asked for clarification on others e.g. why the land is now being described in the proposals as Grey Belt Land when it has always been Green Belt Land.  Is the Parish Council happy that the proposed gym building to replace the existing maintenance building almost doubles the size of the existing building?  Will all trees, the subject of a TPO, remain protected?  Evidence is required to support some of the claims in the supporting information e.g. where is the evidence to support the need for padel courts and a driving range?  It was reported that the public footpath running through the golf course has been missed off the plans and supporting information.  This is an ancient right of way which should be retained and remain available for people to use.  Will there be sufficient on-site parking for the workforce during the development stage?  The representatives confirmed that these are all valid points, many of which will be addressed in the technical reports and slides available to support the proposals.  It was confirmed that over the next 4-5 weeks parking will be improved and vehicles will be able to park on site.  There is absolutely no threat to any trees with TPO’s on them, and the existing golf course, which has already seen improvements to the fairways and other parts of the course since they acquired it, will not be touched.  The right of way has already had some improvement work undertaken, all the signage and way-markers have been cleaned, and the applicant has no intention of closing the right of way.  The question of whether there are plans in place to counteract the visible intrusion from the padel court and gym buildings was raised.  It was confirmed that landscaping plans are in place to mitigate visibility issued caused by the buildings.  In addition to this, measures will be put in place to ensure the wildlife on the site will not be disturbed and/or displaced during development, and afterwards.  Full environmental and biodiversity surveys have been undertaken.  Representatives agreed to take away and discuss the idea of a local public consultation taking place, which the Parish Council believe is very important.  It is anticipated that the proposed developments at the site will add to the amenities in the village, but they will also be affordable to everyone.  All the facilities will be available for community/public use and discounts will be given to encourage local people and local groups to use the facilities.  The applicants are trying to bring some diversity onto the site so that more people can use it.  Their aim is to make the site viable and sustainable so that it doesn’t fail as it has done in the past.  Some Councillors confirmed that they welcome the extended sports facility and the fact that there will be some full-time employment for some of our local young people.  The applicants and representatives were thanked for attending and they in turn thanked the Parish Council for allowing them to attend and speak on their proposals.  They then left the Meeting.
31. Apologies – Were received from Borough Councillors Whittaker, Singh, and Heydon who all have prior commitments.
32. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
33. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 - The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Draft Minutes of the June Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
34. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 5 – no discussion required) – Noted.
35. Planning – The Council were not required to make observations on any applications as none had been received at the time of compiling the Agenda.
NOTICE OF OUTCOME OF PUBLIC INQUIRY – In relation to Story Homes proposed development of the Former Camelot Theme Park, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard – The Inspector found in favour of Story Homes and granted planning permission for the proposals – Noted.  The Parish Council were disappointed with this response, noting that 50% of the proposed development on this site will be more affordable homes.  It was reported that the Chorley Council Legal Representative spoke poorly however, all parties who spoke on behalf of, or in support of the Parish Councils objections, put forward robust arguments against the proposals.  The Parish Council are once again disappointed with the Borough Council planning team for not fighting these proposals more forcefully, and feel let down by them again.
36. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Notification the next Chorley Liaison Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 15th July 2026, at 6.30pm at Chorley Town Hall – Councillor Cornwell will attend this Meeting.
b) Notification that the ROSPA inspection of the play equipment at Mossie Close Play Area will take place during August – Noted.  Councillor Heaton confirmed that he had visited the play area and that the damage to the safety surfacing, in the form of cracks, splits, and feeling spongy in places is apparent.
c) Confirmation from Chorley Council that IP Jones returned to the site adjacent to Orchard Gardens, added additional concrete to each post to firm up, and reviewed the board placement to adjust where necessary.  Any further action required going forward at Orchard Gardens – Noted.  The Council believes that enough time has now been given to addressing the issues with the fence and that progress should now be made with Phases 2 & 3 of the project.
d) Report received, that the grass verge adjacent to 1 Robin Close, adjacent to the pavement on Chorley Lane, is now very overgrown and obstructing sightlines.  Request that the Lengthsman take up maintenance of this area again as he has done in the past – Resolved – The Lengthsman will be asked to cut back overgrown vegetation, and continue to keep it low going forward.
e) Report that the public footpath from Church Lane to Chorley Lane, (The Mosses) has become very overgrown with brambles and nettles, making using this route very challenging – Noted.  This matter will be referred to LCC Public Rights of Way department for action.
f) Info. from LALC – Nothing specific to report.
g) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Crime statistics for June – Noted. ii)  Email report of overhanging hedges on Charter Lane obstructing use of the pavement – The Lengthsman will be asked to cut back overgrowth along Charter Lane, where necessary.  
iii) Email request from Christ Church Charnock Richard C of E School, requesting financial assistance using the Neighbourhood portion of CIL money paid to the Parish Council, towards the creation of an outdoor learning and wellbeing space – Noted.  The Council will put this on the next Agenda for further discussion.  Additional information on the proposals and costs will be requested to assist with discussions.
37. Mossie Close Play Area and Playing Field – To discuss concerns, and agree any joint action between the Parish Council, the Football Club and Charnock Richard United Charity Trustees to improve signage and safety for play area and playing field users.  To discuss any action to be taken in relation to purchase and installation of additional signage in relation to dogs on the play area and the playing field, and a fence around the play area – Resolved – 2 signs will be purchased stating “No Dogs Allowed on the Play Area”.  Councillor Cheetham will confirm the dimensions with the Clerk.  Councillor Heaton will raise the issue of fencing off the junior pitch with the Junior Teams Chairman at a forthcoming Meeting.  Councillors Shaw and Heaton will measure the length of 1metre high bow top fencing required to go from one side of the play area to the other and confirm this with the Clerk.  A quotation will then be obtained from IP Jones Fencing Contractors for the fence and a new entrance gate with fencing either side of it.
38. SPID Improvements - taller posts are required – where - how many? To approve the purchase of a solar panel to power the SPID when it is located on Church Lane.  To discuss funding this work.  Resolved – A new hybrid SPID, to be powered by a solar panel, will be purchased.  LCC will be asked to quote for replacing the existing post on Church Lane with an 8 foot post which will take the SPID and the Solar Panel.  The cost of the SPID and Solar Panel will be approx. £2500-£3000, + the cost of the removal and replacement taller pole.  This will be funded from CIL money available for infrastructure projects in the village.
39. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting – 
1.
Councillor Bowen will forward photographs showing damage to the safety surfacing to the Clerk.

2.
Councillor Bowen asked if it would be possible to obtain, and site, either a shed or a portacabin, to provide a non-judgemental, safe space, where men in the village can meet for a chat, for company, and/or for support.  It is understood that this type of provision can also assist with mental health issues.  Councillor Heaton confirmed that the Cricket Club could be made available during the day to support this initiative.  Councillor Bowen will progress this if it will be useful in the community.

3.
The horsebox abandoned on Delph Lane, is still there.  The Clerk will ask Borough Councillor Singh if he managed to make any progress with this through the Borough Council.

4.
Councillor Cornwell reported visiting the Community Centre with a disabled friend to assess access for people with mobility issues.  It was confirmed that a yellow edging strip is required on the edge of the ramp so that it is clearly visible.  He also reported that the Notice Board is facing the wrong way.  Councillors agreed, however due to the restrictions on opening the doors if it faces the pavement, it was decided that this was the best solution when it was located within the grounds of the Community Centre.  The Council will try to look for ways to address this going forward.  It was confirmed that Parish Council Meetings will now take place on the first Monday of the month at Charnock Richard Community Centre with effect from the August Parish Council Meeting.
5.
Trees and vegetation on the A49 Preston Road, opposite Moss House Farm, need cutting back.

6.
Weeds are evident in the gutters all over the village.  A weed spray is required by Chorley Council

7.
The public footpath sign on Chorley Lane, pointing onto the Golf Course, needs re-setting in the ground as it is leaning on the hedges at the moment.

8.
Site lines when exiting junctions in a number of places in the village are obstructed by overgrown vegetation which needs cutting back.  LCC will be informed.

9.
The “No Entry” signs at the Dob Brow end of Birkacre Road are hidden from sight by overgrown vegetation.  As a result a car was seen going down Birkacre Road in the wrong direction.

10.
Hedges and shrubs within the power-station site on Preston Road, need cutting back as they are obstructing sightlines for motorists exiting The Foxwood.

11.
The footway on Park Hall Road needs side dressing to reveal the full width of the pavement.

12.
The footway on Preston Road, from Town Lane down to the Coppull boundary, needs side dressing to reveal the full width of the pavement.

13.
Councillor Bowen will update the list of Parish Councillors in the Chronicle.

14.
The shed at Orchard Gardens now needs replacing with some urgency.  This can be achieved as part of the s106 project at the site.  Simon Forster will be asked to contact Councillor Bishop.

15.
The Clerk will request a copy of the amenity grass cutting schedule for Orchard Gardens so that volunteers do not cut the grass a couple of days before Chorley Council come to do it.  This happened recently and the results were not very favourable for the grass.

16.
A plaque will be purchased, and erected on the railway bridge on Chorley Lane, in recognition of the work undertaken over many years at this location by Norman and Florence Brown.  Approx. 8”x4”, stainless steel plaque with black lettering.  Wording to be decided.
17.
The Clerk will ask Chorley Council to once again add the new large litter bin just inside Orchard Gardens, to the litter bin collection schedule going forward.

18.
The Clerk will request progress with Phases 2 & 3 at Orchard Gardens as the site will need clearing of weeds and nettles again if the work is not started soon.

19.
The family of Mrs Sandra Hill would like to put a plaque in her memory on the bench purchased and donated by the 3 Ward Borough Councillors.  The Clerk will request permission to do so.

20.
Dogs running loose from homes on Lily Avenue have been reported to Councillors.  The Clerk will contact Your Housing and request that tenants of the houses on Lily Avenue are reminded that dogs must be under control, as stated in the handbook given to tenants.  

21.
Speeding vehicles on Chorley Lane and Church Lane were reported.  The Clerk will request that a speed survey is undertaken on both of these roads and the results conveyed to the Parish Council.

22.
It was reported that it is considered that German Lane is not wide enough to cope with the additional vehicles movements which will be generated from proposed developments on the Lane.

23.
The Church Lane street name sign at the Preston Road end, needs re-setting in the ground.

24.
A complaint has been made about weeds growing at the edge of the pavement near the fence on the car park at Pole Green Nurseries.  It was also reported that the hedge planted to replace the one which was removed when the fence was installed, is very poor.  Councillor Brennand will arrange for weeds to be cleared.

25.
The caravan blocking the pavement on Merefold has been there for over a year now.
40. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies –  LALC Area Committee Meeting – attended by Councillor Cornwell.  Discussions took place in relation to SPIDs and it was confirmed that Solar Powered ones are the best option.  Discussions on Local Government Reorganisation also took place and the consensus of opinion was to maintain the status quo.
41. Charnock Richard Best Kept Competition – Councillors who have not already done so should send their nominations to the Clerk by the end of this week.  No further action required for the competition at this point.  Councillor Bowen suggested that Certificates of thanks could be given to the volunteers who maintain the graveyard at Christ Church Charnock Richard, in recognition of what they do.
42. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments, receipts, or other accounting matters received or come to light since the agenda was compiled))
Chris Weetman Planning
To represent PC’s at the Camelot Inquiry


   £100.00
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £977.55
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk & the Parish Council


   £395.83
Mrs M Stewart

Honorarium for Internal Audit



     £25.00

D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Monthly charge for Scribe Accounts Software

     £37.80

D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £67.93
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £23.27
D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £32.99
All invoices listed have been examined, verified, and certified by the RFO.  The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for June along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.  Financial income and expenditure appear to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.

43. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 5 weeks, totals 125 contracted Hours @ £13.50 per hour (£1,687.50) + an additional 17.25 hours (£232.88) on parks and open spaces = £1,920.38.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,920.38.
Next Meeting:
   Monday 6th July 2026 at 7.30pm
   Charnock Richard Community Centre (Parish Rooms), Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.


   Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.44 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
a) Notification application approved for installation of 3no. replacement antenna and ancillary radio equipment onto new support poles at existing lattice mast for the purposes of electronic broadband communication apparatus.  Telecommunications Base Station, Charnock Brow Golf Club, Preston Road, Charnock Richard
b)  Notification permission granted for erection of 57 affordable dwellings, access, parking, landscaping and other associated works.  Land 120m East of 27 Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
c) Confirmation of temporary road closure on German Lane, Charnock Richard, 10/11/26 until 11/11/26 to enable works to be carried out VIA MEWP & Rope access.
d) Confirmation of temporary road closure on Red Lane, Back Lane, Charnock Richard, on 4/8/26, until 15/8/26, to enable replacement, and installation works to be carried out.

e) Notification that Giant Hog Weed on Dob Brow/Yarrow Pastures, and close to the River Yarrow where people walk their dogs, has been reported to Chorley Council.

f) Copy from LCC Road Safety Team of posters showing road safety team activity log in 2025 – in Notice Boards.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.

Charnock Richard Parish Council Minutes


          Page 1 of 5

