CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Monday 3rd August 2026 at 7:00pm in Charnock Richard Community Centre (Parish Rooms), Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
Present:  Councillors Mr L Cheetham, (Chairman), Mrs J Bowen, Mrs A Bishop, Mr A Cornwell, and Mr J Hill.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Nothing to discuss as there were no members of the public, Borough, or County Councillors present.
1. Apologies - Were received from Councillors H Heaton and G Brennand.  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillors Whittaker, Singh, and Heydon who all have prior commitments.
2. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
3. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th July 2026 - The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th July 2026 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Draft Minutes of the July Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
4. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) – Noted.
5. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following applications:  
1.
26/00590/PIP – Application for permission in principle for a minimum of 7 dwellings and a 

maximum of 9 dwellings.  Land 50 metres North East of Haydocks Farm, 177 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved - The Parish Council strongly object to the proposals for the erection of up to 9 houses at this location. Most importantly, this land is Green Belt land which should be maintained as such at all costs. The proposals would detrimentally affect the openness of the Greenbelt at this location, and would destroy countless wildlife habitats. The proposals would adversely affect the openness of the view across to Winter Hill and Rivington Pike, views which have existed historically as part of this landscape for hundreds of years. Greenbelt land exists between settlements to prevent urban sprawl which would be significantly impacted if Permission in Principle for development of this land is granted. Highway safety will be compromised at this location as any vehicular access on to the proposed development would cause a crossroads, or a dog-leg junction, due to its close proximity to the junction with Charter Lane. Highway safety at this junction is already compromised due to poor visibility when exiting onto Chorley Lane. There has also been a significant increase in vehicular movements using the junction from the new Phase 1 development on Charter Lane, and the junction will be further impacted by the additional development which has permission as Phase 2 of the development. New bus stops are currently being installed very close to the proposed development site, and an additional access in the vicinity of the bus stops, and Charter Lane junction, will only serve to further compromise highway safety for motorists and pedestrians in this vicinity. The type of development proposed at this site would constitute inappropriate development in the Greenbelt, and it would be detrimental to the streetscene in this area.
2.
26/00621/TPO – Application for works to protected trees – Chorley BC TPO 2 (Park Hall, Charnock  Richard) 1974.  Crown raise the trees over the drive into Park Hall, Charnock Richard – Consent has been granted - Noted.
3.
26/00631/DIS – Application to discharge conditions 5(ground levels), 6(CEMP Biodiversity), 8(RAMS Amphibians), 10(Bird & Bat boxes), 12(Superfast Broadband), 14(Employment & Skills Plan), 15(site investigation), 16(CEMP), 17(Site access), 23(Water Main Protections), 24(Surface Water Drainage), 25(Surface Water Management Plan), 26(Operation & Maintenance manual), 28(foul water), 30(Emergency Access) attached to planning permission 25/00457/FULMAJ (Erection of 57 dwellings, access, parking, landscaping and all other associated works) Land 120m East of 27 Charter Lane (Phase 2), Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – Noted.
6. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Consultation from Chorley Council on their Statement of Licensing Policy – for comment should you deem it necessary – Noted and left to the Professional Officers.
b) Consultation from Coppull Parish Council on their Neighbourhood Plan, recently submitted to Chorley Council – for comment should you deem in necessary – September Agenda.
c) Confirmation that the Government has made its decision on the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR).  Confirmation that Lancashire’s current councils will be replaced with 4 larger Unitary Councils.  Chorley, South Ribble and West Lancashire will become Lancashire South – Noted.
d) Info. from LALC – Copy of the Newsletter/Updates for July 2026 – The Parish Council will explore the possibility of funding assistance towards the fence around the play area from the Parish Champion.
e) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Info. obtained in relation to Andy’s Man Club and Eccleston Men’s Shed – Councillor Bowen confirmed that she is progressing with this, not in her role as a Parish Councillor, and agreed that there are lots of policies and procedures in relation to openness and transparency issues, along with responsibility and safeguarding issues, which will need to be addressed and in place.
7. Mossie Close Play Area and Playing Field – To discuss any action to be taken in relation to the installation of additional signage “No Dogs Allowed on the Play Area”. To discuss measurements for a 1metre high, bow top fence across the play area. Councillor Cheetham will measure the approximate length of fencing required to separate the Children’s Play Area from the rest of the playing fields.  A quotation will be obtained from IP Jones fencing contractors for a 1 metre high, bow top fence, in red, to achieve the separation.  Signage will be ordered to indicate that no dogs are allowed on the play area at all.  The exact wording will be determined following liaison with Chorley Council and Poppy Signs.  Councillor Heaton has previously agreed that he would raise the issue of signage on the under 12’s Football Field, which should be provided by the Football Club, to ensure that dogs are either not permitted, or if permitted must be on a lead at all times.  The Council will follow this up.
8. Orchard Gardens – Update on fence and progress with Phase 2 & 3 of the project.  The Clerk had circulated the up to date information on Phases 2 & 3 of the project from Simon Forster.  Councillor Mrs Bishop is meeting Mr Forster on site this week to discuss progressing the purchase of a new shed, which is required quite urgently now, and will explain what has been discussed.  The Parish Council will confirm that some changes are required to the description sent which will include the raised planters being different heights, and rotated, the stated 45cm is too low.  The bays need relocating with their back to the pavement.  The benches need relocating, one on the Vicarage side of the site, one with its back to the planters, and one with its back to the grassed area. The 7m x 12m bed will contain sensory and aromatic plants.  This will be conveyed to Mr Forster and a new specification drawn up to go out to tender.
The Clerk will also ask for confirmation that the large bin inside Orchard Gardens is the one which has been added to the Chorley Council schedule for emptying.
9. Request for Funding from CIL received by the Parish Council – Additional information received from Christ Church Charnock Richard C of E School to support this request.  For initial discussions and to discuss possibilities going forward – The Parish Council read the information supplied by school in relation this project.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council will consider making a donation towards this however, in order to do so, and make an informed decision, the applicant will be invited to attend the October Parish Council Meeting to discuss the project in more detail.  This will afford them the opportunity to obtain the completed design and costing, and then present this to the Parish Council for consideration.  It appears at the moment that the project cost is £70,000.  An application has been submitted to Chorley Council for £60,000 from CIL money, and the applicant is suggesting a £10,000 contribution from the Parish Council Neighbourhood portion of CIL money.  Questions were raised in relation to any contribution being made by the School.  In addition, it was confirmed that some of the facilities they are aiming to provide will also be available at Orchard Gardens once Phases 2 & 3 are complete, and will be available to the whole community rather than just the children who attend school.  Further discussions on this subject will take place at the October Parish Council Meeting.
10. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1.
Parking on Chorley Lane, in front of the Dog & Partridge, is an issue.  It was suggested that red lines, indicating that no stopping is allowed, may be an option.  Pavement parking is also an issue at this location.  Pavement parking also obstructs sightlines for motorists exiting Cherry Tree Close.

2.
There are a large number of cars parked outside the Laurels/Golf Course, Preston Road – this will be reported to the owners for action.

3.
Pavement parking continues to be an issue on Leeson Avenue, on the bends, and in front of the hedges of No. 18 Leeson Avenue.  The pavements are blocked and obstructed by the parked cars.  A number of residents in the flats have more than one car in their household, with one resident also repairing cars which are parked in the marked parking bays near the grassed area.  The Council will ask Jigsaw if the parking spaces are designated to any particular address and, if the flat or house is sold and becomes private, does a parking space also transfer with the purchase.

4.
Hedges on Dob Brow need cutting back, they are overgrown and obstructing the pavement for pedestrians and residents using mobility scooters.

5.
A sign will be obtained for the railway bridge, where planting has taken place by Mr & Mrs Brown, to acknowledge their continued work at this location.
6.
Councillor Bishop will ask at Pole Green Nurseries if they could supply some bedding plants for this area.
7.
Speeding on Chorley Lane remains an issue.  It was suggested that the proposed new Solar Powered SPID would be better placed on Chorley Lane than on Church Lane.  The battery powered SPID could be used on Church Lane, and at the other locations in the village.  The Solar Powered SPID will be purchased, however, a price will be obtained for a taller post on Chorley Lane and Church Lane, in case the Parish Council would like to use it more on Chorley Lane than Church Lane.

8.
It was confirmed that the horse box has now been removed from Delph Lane.

9.
The Parish Council would like to the thank the Community Centre Trust for the improved access to the Community Centre, by the creation of a ramp from the pavement to the Parish Rooms.

10.
Councillor Cheetham has repaired the safety surfacing at Mossie Close Play Area, however, it may require additional repair work once the ROSPA inspection has been undertaken.
11. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Chorley Liaison Meeting – attending by Councillor Cornwell, however, he was unable to gain access to the building on the night of the Meeting and therefore could not attend.
12. Charnock Richard Best Kept Competition – To discuss any action required for the competition – Nothing required at the moment.
13. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments, receipts, or other accounting matters received or come to light since the agenda was compiled))
CR Scouts & Guides

Payment to date for use of the Scout Hut for Meetings
   £136.00
Mrs E Butcher


Reimburse payment for Domain and Platform – Website
     £62.40

Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £977.75
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk & the Parish Council


   £395.63
Mr L Cheetham

Reimburse cost of wetpour repair materials 


     £31.15

D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Monthly charge for Scribe Accounts Software

     £37.80

D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £67.93
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £23.27
D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £32.99
All invoices listed have been examined, verified, and certified by the RFO.  The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for July along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.  Financial income and expenditure appear to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.

14. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 4 weeks, totals 100 contracted Hours @ £13.50 per hour (£1,350.00) + an additional 9 hours (£121.50) on parks and open spaces = £1471.50.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,471.50.
Next Meeting:
   Monday 7th September 2026 at 7.00pm
   Charnock Richard Community Centre (Parish Rooms), Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.


   Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.22 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
a) Notification conditions not discharged - 5(boundary treatments), 6(ground levels), 7 (roofing materials), 8(Landscaping), 9(sewerage and drainage), 11(dwelling emission rates) and 12(standard assessment procedure in respect of dwelling emission rates) of planning permission 18/01206/FUL (Demolition of equestrian buildings and construction of a dormer bungalow and detached garage).  Fishers Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification consent for tree works granted for works to a protected tree – Chorley BC TPO 8 (Charnock Richard) 2009 T12, application to fell tree due to root damage.  32 Chorley Lane.
c) Notification permission in principle refused for the erection of up to two dwelling houses.  Land to the North of Fishers Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard.
d) Notification permission in principle refused for the erection of a minimum of two dwellings and maximum four dwellings.  Land to the r/o The Stables, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard.
e) Confirmation weed spraying is being undertaken in Charnock Richard this week (29/7/26).
f) Confirmation of temporary road closure on German Lane, Charnock Richard, 10/11/26 until 11/11/26 to enable works to be carried out VIA MEWP & Rope access.
g) Acknowledgement of your contact with Your Housing with regard to dogs loose on Charter Lane.
h) Copy LCC Parish & Town Council Newsletter – Summer 2026.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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