CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Monday 7th September 2026 at 7:00pm in Charnock Richard Community Centre (Parish Rooms), Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
Present:  Councillors Mr L Cheetham, (Chairman), Mr H Heaton, Mrs J Bowen, Mr A Cornwell, and Mr J Hill.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Borough Councillor Whittaker reported – that the pending Local Government Review has been postponed for 12 months, and will therefore only become active in 2029, unless further amendments are made.  A decision on whether elections will take place next year is still to be made.  It is unlikely to affect the Parish Council elections which will still go ahead next year however, it may affect the cost of the elections.  Councillor Whittaker presented the Parish Council with copies of the village Footpath Map which has been funded by the 3 ward Councillors.  Laminated copies will be provided which can be displayed in the Parish Council Notice Boards, the school, local businesses etc. and will contain a note stating that residents or interested parties can obtain copies by contacting the Clerk.  Councillor Whittaker also reported that the bench on Church Lane, reported as requiring remedial work, could be replaced from Borough Councillors funding.  A request was also made for a bench and a Notice Board on the small grassed area, in front of the bungalows on Chorley Lane, at the junction with Leeson Avenue.  Councillor Whittaker agreed to look into this and report back.
58. Apologies - Were received from Councillors A J Shaw and G Brennand.  Apologies were also received and accepted from Councillor Mrs Bishop, who may be off for some time.  Resolved – The Parish Council accept the long term apologies of Councillor Bishop.  Following surgery and a lengthy recuperation Mrs Bishop will return to an active role.  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillors Singh and Heydon, and from County Councillor Wade, who all have prior commitments.
59. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
60. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 3rd August 2026 - The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 3rd of August 2026 had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Draft Minutes of the August Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
61. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) – Noted.
Item e) – Advice that pavement parking causing an obstruction should be reported to the Police – in relation to parked vehicles outside the Dog & Partridge, Chorley Lane – This will be monitored.
62. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following applications:  
1.
26/00696/FULHH – Single storey side and rear extension.  57 Charter Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No Objections.
2.
26/00741/DIS – Application to discharge conditions 10 (landscaping), 13 (dwelling emission 

rates) and 14 (standard assessment procedure) of planning permission ref: 21/00949/FUL (Section 

73 application to vary condition no.3 (approved plans) of planning permission 18/00458/FUL 

(Construction of 2no. detached dwellings, following demolition of existing equestrian buildings)) 


Fishers Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard – Noted by the Parish Council.
3.
26/00775/FULHH - Single-storey rear extension, with associated internal and external alterations, 

following demolition of existing single-storey conservatory and existing outbuilding.  Wilmar 

House, Preston Road, Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections.
63. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Consultation from Coppull Parish Council on their Neighbourhood Plan, recently submitted to Chorley Council – for comment should you deem in necessary – The Parish Council noted this and will leave the decision to the Professional Officers.
b) Response from Jigsaw Homes Group to questions in relation to parking spaces at Leeson Avenue – It was confirmed that there are only 5 parking spaces, but 12 properties that require parking.  The Council will ask if Jigsaw would consider rearranging the parking as currently access for the Emergency Services is extremely difficult, and sometimes impossible
c) Request for details of the outcome of discussions in relation to assistance with grass cutting by the Lengthsman, or a contribution towards grass cutting costs, for residents of Buttermere Gardens – The Council will ask County Councillor Wade if he has managed to speak to the builder.  Homeowners will be asked if they are currently paying a maintenance charge.
d) Invitation from LCC to save the date for the Parish & Town Council Conference, on Saturday 14th November 2026,  9.30am-4.00pm, County Hall, Preston – The Clerk normally attends the Conference remotely but this is not an option this year.  The Clerk will check her diary.
e) Copy of a letter from Mark Wynn in relation to Local Government Reorganisation and how this will affect Parish Council elections – For note by the Council – Discussions on this are deferred pending clarification of the information released today, regarding the postponement of the Local Government Reorganisation.
f) Email from Apex Foundry, a family-run gym in Charnock Richard for parents and children – The Clerk will request a poster for display in the Parish Council Notice Boards.  The Clerk will also pass on details in relation to possibly advertising in the Chronicle.
g) Confirmation that Chorley Council will not be emptying the bin in Orchard Gardens – Noted.  The Lengthsman will be asked to empty the bin inside the Orchard Gardens.
h) Info. from LALC – Details of Free Share & Learn sessions, Training Tuesdays and the agreed 2026-27 Salary increases – The Clerk would like to attend the Training on Powers, Policies and Procedures if her diary allows.  The Council agreed to this. (The Clerk was unable to attend).  The Council confirmed their agreement from the Budget Meeting that the Clerk’s Salary increase would be accepted when it was agreed, and backdated to April 2026.  This will be reflected in the payment made at the October Parish Council Meeting.
i) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Information obtained by the Clerk on Gray Belt Land – Councillors have read the information, and it is still not clear.  The Clerk will ask the Officer who delivered Parish Councillor Training on Planning earlier in the year, to attend a future Meeting to explain this to Councillors in more detail, prior to a Meeting. 
ii) Confirmation from the lady representing the School, that she will be attending the October Parish Council Meeting to outline the project and provide  more detail prior to the Parish Council making a decision on financially contributing to the project – Noted.
64. Mossie Close Play Area and Playing Field – To discuss action in relation to the installation of additional signage “No Dogs Allowed on the Play Area” + wording required on the signs. To discuss progress with the fence.  The Clerk reported on advice received from Chorley Council and ROSPA on the correct wording for the signs on the play area – Resolved – The Clerk will request a quotation from Poppy Signs for new signs to reflect the amended wording, and to ensure that they are correct, and satisfy the ROSPA guidelines.  In the meantime the “No Dogs Allowed on the Play Area” signs already purchased will be put up on the play area.  Councillor Bowen agreed to photograph the existing sign for reference, and Councillors agreed that the age range for play area users will be dropped to 12.
65. Orchard Gardens – Detailed discussions were deferred until the next Meeting, pending revised information being received from Simon Forster at Chorley Council.  It was reported that there is currently a rodent problem here, probably as a result of feeding the birds.  Feeding the birds will stop until winter.  The Council will try to source bird feeders with a tray underneath to prevent excess seed falling on the floor before next Summer.  Councillors will take action to try to eradicate the rodents.
66. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting
1.
Lengthsman will be asked to cut back around the benches at German Lane and the Crematorium.

2.
The large tree on Chorley Lane, near the Dog & Partridge, has been taken down.  The tree was in good order, but was causing damage to the footway and was concerning for the homeowner adjacent.

3.
The road markings at the junction of Willow Drive and Leeson Avenue have worn away and need re-painting.  Also, there are no road markings where Leeson Avenue meets the new houses erected where the garages used to be, opposite the sheltered accommodation bungalows.
4.
Borough Councillor Whittaker will look into the possibility of a bench and a Notice Board, on Chorley Lane, on the small area of grass in front of the bungalow at the junction with Leeson Avenue.

5.
The 2 gullies outside the hairdressers on Charter Lane, are full and need emptying.

6.
Weed spraying has not been undertaken by Chorley Council on Preston Road, from Mill Lane to Euxton.  The Council need to return and complete this work.
7.
There is a car parked outside the Church on Church Lane which has now been there approx. 3 weeks and is obstructing the footway.  Councillors will send the registration number, make, and model of the car to the Clerk so that it can be reported.
8.
There is a car parked on Leeson Avenue, which is, in the opinion of Councillors, unsafely jacked up.  One of the residents repairs cars at this location, and runs an electric cable from his flat, across the grass, to where light and tools are needed to undertake the repairs.

9.
The Clerk reported on the possible locations on Chorley Lane for the new Solar Powered SPID.  Councillors wonder whether it may be possible to put it at a new location on Chorley Lane, on the grass verge near the Robin Close junction, on the opposite side of the junction from the area maintained and planted by the resident opposite.  A licence will be required from LCC.  It was also suggested that a smaller post be erected on Charter Lane, near the Football Club, which would allow the existing battery operated SPID to be used on both Charter Lane and Church Lane.  More detailed discussions at the October Parish Council Meeting.
67. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing to report.
68. Charnock Richard Best Kept Competition – To discuss action required for the presentation evening.  Date confirmed as Thursday 29th of October 2026, at 7.30pm at the Football Club, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.  Catering will be undertaken by the gentleman at the Football Club and will consist of Hotpot, both meat and vegetarian, with a crust, and chips.  Invitations will be sent out in the normal way and the Clerk will invite the Mayor to attend and present prizes at the event.
69. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments, receipts, or other accounting matters received or come to light since the agenda was compiled))
Waterplus


Water usage – Orchard Gardens



     £27.17
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






   £977.55
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk & the Parish Council


   £395.83
D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Monthly charge for Scribe Accounts Software

     £37.80

D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £67.93
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £23.27
D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £32.99
All invoices listed have been examined, verified, and certified by the RFO.  The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for August along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.  Financial income and expenditure appear to be on track. 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.

70. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 5 weeks, totals 125 contracted Hours @ £13.50 per hour (£1,687.50) + an additional 9 hours (£121.50) on parks and open spaces = £1,809.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,809.00.
71. Item to be discussed in the absence of the Public & Press – The Clerk read aloud correspondence received by the Parish Council in relation to incidents in the Parish.  Councillors noted the contents of the correspondence and will contact Chorley Council in this regard.  The outcome of any additional communication, correspondence, or discussions on this subject will be reported to the Parish Council in due course.
Next Meeting:
   Monday 5th October 2026 at 7.00pm
   Charnock Richard Community Centre (Parish Rooms), Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.


   Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.00 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
a) Notification permission in principle approved for a minimum of 7 dwellings and a 

maximum of 9 dwellings.  Land 50 metres North East of Haydocks Farm, 177 Chorley Lane, 

Charnock Richard.

b) Notification Certificate of Lawfulness refused for the erection of a single-storey rear extension, with associated internal and external alterations (following demolition of existing single-storey conservatory and existing building).  Wilmar House, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification application withdrawn to discharge conditions 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 12, 13, 14, and 15 of application 18/00458/FUL (Construction of 2no. detached dwellings, following demolition of existing equestrian buildings).  Fishers Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard.
d) Confirmation report of parked vehicles at The Laurels/Golf Course will be reported for action.
e) Notification that pavement parking that is causing an obstruction should be reported to the Police – in relation to parked vehicles outside the Dog & Partridge, Chorley Lane.
f) Confirmation that Lancashire County Council’s Children’s Services has been rated Outstanding (in Leadership and Care Leavers Services) and Good (Judgements for Children in Care and Help and Protection) by Ofsted.
g) Notification of Heritage Open Day 2026 at County Hall – Saturday 19th September 2026, 10am-4pm.  Including Chamber Talks, Chapel Talks and Archives Tours – Notice Boards.
h) Notification that the nomination period for the King’s Award for Voluntary Service is now open.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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