CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com
The Minutes of the Meeting of Charnock Richard Parish Council held on Monday 5th October 2026 at 7:00pm in Charnock Richard Community Centre (Parish Rooms), Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
Present:  Councillors Mr L Cheetham, (Chairman), Mr H Heaton, Mr A Cornwell, Mr J Hill, Mr A J Shaw and Mr G Brennand.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT

(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions) 

Councillors received a presentation from a Representative of Christ Church Charnock Richard C of E School, Laura Shepherd, in relation to the project planned for inside the school grounds, and to support their request for funding towards the project from Parish Council accumulated CIL money available for Infrastructure Projects in the Parish.  It was confirmed that Chorley Council have also been approached and a bid submitted for £60,000 towards the project, which will have an overall cost of £70,000.  The project will turn the grassed area at the front of the school into a learning and wellbeing area to support children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), all other pupils, and pupils with other additional needs.  A concept image has been produced which was given to the Parish Council.  There will be a range of activities, in a regulated space, most of which will be open to the elements, with bamboo screening between this area and the pavement on Church Lane.  The space will allow for outdoor learning to supplement existing indoor learning.  Time will be built into the school day for the children to look after and maintain the garden in this area.  At the present time there are school places available in the first class at the school, as numbers have dropped all over Lancashire.  The school is trying to offer something that other schools do not have, thereby making the school more appealing and more attractive to parents and pupils.  Fundraising activities are also being undertaken within school by the PTFA and the School Governors to support the project, and there are plans to approach other people and organisations for donations or sponsorship.  Once they hear the outcome of the bid to Chorley Council they will begin the process of contacting others for support.  The Parish Council suggested that the school contact their local Borough Councillors and County Councillors, and the Education Department at LCC, all of whom have a funding allocation which they could tap into.  The Council thanked the School representatives for attending and they thanked the Parish Council for their time.
A member of the public was present to answer any questions the Parish Council may have in relation to a planning in principle application for up to 9 dwellings which is on the Agenda.  It was reported that there have been no comments or complaints from the neighbours.  It was confirmed that existing buildings on the site will be demolished and that the proposals will cover slightly more than the existing footprint of the buildings currently on site.  The applicant is ultimately looking to obtain permission for 9 detached, 4-bedroom houses.
72. Apologies - Were received from Councillors Mrs Bishop and Mrs Bowen.  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillors Whittaker, Singh and Heydon, and from County Councillor Wade, who all have prior commitments.
73. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting.
74. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7th September 2026 - The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7th of September had been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Draft Minutes of the September Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
75. Updates for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4 – no discussion required) – Noted.
76. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following applications:  
1.
26/00805/PIP – Permission is principle application for the demolition of buildings, removal of riding arena and construction of 9no. dwellings.  4 Yew Tree Villas, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – Resolved – The Parish Council will leave this decision to the professional officers.
2.
26/00809/FUL  – Installation of water tank (retrospective).  Scrap Yard, Town Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No Objections.
3.
26/00810/CLPUD – Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for the erection of an industrial building.  Former Scrap Yard, Town Lane Industrial Estate, Town Lane, Charnock Richard – Resolved – No Objections.
77. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Notification of completion of Audit by PKF Littlejohn LLP for the financial year ending 31/3/26, with no matters arising requiring further action or investigation - Resolved – The completion of the audit is accepted, and noted by the Parish Council, with no matters arising.
b) Information from LCC on a briefing delivered to LCC elected representatives regarding how they should work and communicate with Parish Councils – For information and note by the Council – Noted.
c) Update from LCC on the Local Government Review and the decision to pause this in Lancashire – For information and note by the Council – Noted.
d) Information from Chorley Council confirming that based on the current understanding, and the pause of the LGR, Parish Council elections scheduled for May 2027 will go ahead as planned – Noted.
e) Information from Morecambe Town Council inviting Town and Parish Councils across the North West to create their own field of poppies.  They are making a limited number of large commemorative poppies available to Parish Councils @ £5 each – Council to decide whether to take part in this initiative, whether to purchase the poppies, where to display them, or whether/or not, to undertake a different initiative in the Parish to mark Remembrance Day – The Parish Council will continue with the Remembrance Day arrangements as in previous years.  However, the Clerk will contact an Army Veteran, now living in the village, to see if he would be willing to lay a wreath on behalf of the Armed Forces in the Memorial Garden on Remembrance Sunday.  The Parish Council will arrange the wreath.
f) Notification that the Joint Lancashire Minerals & Waste Local Plan Review Consultation is underway and asking Parish Councils to view the documents and respond before 9/11/26 – Resolved – This is deferred until the November Parish Council Meeting to give Councillors’ the opportunity to look at the consultation documentation.
g) Reminder details from LALC for the Parish & Town Council Conference, on Saturday 14th November 2026, 9.30am-4.00pm, County Hall, Preston.  Awaiting the Agenda – Noted.
· Information onTraining Tuesdays and additional Training Courses in November – Resolved – The Clerk will attend the National Planning Policy Framework Training.
· Invitation to attend the 82nd LALC AGM on Saturday 14th November at County Hall, Preston from 3pm.  Attendees must complete their own registration form by 18th October – Apologies will be sent from the Parish Council.
· LALC requesting the views of member councils on its future legal structure as LALC is considering whether to become a Company Limited by Guarantee (CLG).  LALC’s purpose and services would remain unchanged – The Council will leave this decision to LALC.
· Items for consideration – Free online Wellbeing training opportunities (lunchtimes) – Councillors’ can register to do this if they wish.
Consultation on a New Proper Practices Framework for Smaller Authorities – A review of the governance, accountability and accounting framework for smaller authorities. 2 proposed documents – i) Proper Practices Code for Category 2 authorities (England) and   ii) Code of Practice for Internal Audit of Category 2 authorities (England) – The Clerk will comment on behalf of the Parish Council.
h) Invitation to attend the Chorley LALC Area Committee Meeting on Monday 2nd November 2026 at 7pm in the Council Chamber, Chorley Town Hall. Items for the Agenda – Resolved – Councillor Cornwell will attend the Meeting.  No items for submission for the Agenda.
i) Details of late items of correspondence received – Nothing to report.
78. Mossie Close Play Area and Playing Field – To discuss action in relation to reworded signs – Resolved – new signs will be ordered, one at the entrance to the play area, wording to comply with ROSPA recommendations and advice from Chorley Council. The signs to be 80cm x 80cm. To approve costings and arrangements for the installation of the fence, including a gate, between the play area and the football pitch, and a new gate and side fencing at the entrance to the play area – Reported cost of 1.2m high hoop top railings finished in RAL 3020 (Traffic Red), x 48.5m = £6,495.00+VAT.  4m wide double gate with slide latch for padlock £1,662.10+VAT.  1.2m wide single gate with slide latch for padlock £828.30+VAT.   Also, to supply and install a timber kissing gate to one side of existing gate and a blanking off panel to the opposite side £747.10+VAT.  To approve expenditure on these from accumulated CIL money – Total cost of fencing and gates at the play area is £9,732.50 +VAT – Resolved – The Parish Council approved expenditure on these items from accumulated CIL monies.  It was reported that once the order for the fencing and gates has been placed, installation will be in approximately 6 weeks.  To discuss the 2026 ROSPA Safety Inspection Report for Mossie Close play area – and approve any action required from the report – Noted.  Councillor Cheetham will assess the report in detail and report back anything which requires attention in due course.  Councillors discussed the current accesses which have been created from the Lily Avenue estate, 1 onto the Football field, and 1 onto the play area.  Councillors will look at the planning permission granted for Phase 2 of the development on this site and then speak with the builders in relation to any proposed access and boundary fencing. 
79. Orchard Gardens – Update – It was reported that vermin control will be underway very shortly.  There have been several offers from local people to undertake this work, free of charge to the Parish Council.  Confirmation has been given to go ahead and progress will be reported back to the Council.
80. SPID/S in the Village – To approve expenditure on this/these from accumulated CIL money – Resolved – The Parish Council will take advantage of the special offer from Evolis and purchase 2 new solar powered SPIDs.  2 new locations have been suggested which are being assessed for suitability by Lancashire County Council.  It was reported that the existing battery powered SPID is not working properly at the moment.  The Clerk will contact Evolis and ask for their advice and, depending on the cost of repairs or replacement batteries, the Council will decide whether to purchase 2 or 3 new solar powered SPIDs for use in the village.  
81. To discuss the application for CIL Funding from Christ Church C of E Primary School – following the presentation at the beginning of the Meeting, Councillors will discuss this in more detail and decide whether to approve expenditure on this project, and if so, how much – Following the presentation at the beginning of the Meeting Councillors discussed this request in more detail.  They believe in attracting more children to the school and feel that the proposals would give the school something which other schools do not currently have.  The Parish Council has suggested contacting the Borough and County Councillors and also Lancashire County Council to see if there is anything available from the Education budget.  The Council will ask when they are looking to progress this.  Resolved – The Parish Council will ask the school to keep them informed on how much they obtain from the Borough and County Councillors, LCC, together with the fundraising they have undertaken themselves, and any other people or organisations they have approached for funding and, the Parish Council will then make up the shortfall required to reach the £10,000.  
82. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting:
1. The Parish Council can once again begin to dispose of outdated paperwork by incineration at Pole Green Nurseries.

2. This year the Parish Council will have to find someone else to put the lights on the Christmas Tree outside the Community Centre.  Festive lights will be asked how much it would cost to purchase new lights for the tree and if they would be prepared to dress the Christmas Tree on an annual basis going forward.  They could put a sign on the tree to advertise their support in doing this.

3. The BT overhead cables are in the tree branches on German Lane, near Assissi Cottage.  The trees are on the highway verge, however, initially contact will be made with BT.
83. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing specific to report.
84. Charnock Richard Best Kept Competition – Action required for the presentation evening.  Date for presentation evening confirmed as Thursday 29th October 2026 – The Mayor will present the prizes, invitations will be sent out to the nominees, hotpot with a crust, both meat and vegetarian, will be arranged, along with chips, red cabbage, and pickles.  Numbers for catering will be confirmed nearer the time.
85. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:  (including any late payments, receipts, or other accounting matters received or come to light since the agenda was compiled)
Mrs E Butcher
 (Reissue)
Reimburse payment for Domain and Platform – Website
     £62.40
PKF Littlejohn LLP

Audit Completion Fee





   £378.00

Playsafety Limited

ROSPA Play Equipment Inspection



     £20.40
JRB Enterprise Ltd

Dog Poo Bags






   £130.92
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)





 
 £1180.28
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI due by Clerk & the Parish Council


   £520.22
D/D - Starboard Systems Ltd
Monthly charge for Scribe Accounts Software

     £37.80

D/D – NEST


Pension contributions





     £94.45
D/D - EE


Mobile Phone






     £23.27
D/D – Plusnet


Internet and Landline





     £32.99
All invoices listed have been examined, verified, and certified by the RFO.  The Clerk distributed the Bank Reconciliation Report for September along with other Accounts information for approval – Resolved - The Bank Reconciliation Report and Accounts Reports are approved as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.  Financial income and expenditure appear to be on track. 
Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.

86. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken, 4 weeks, totals 100 contracted Hours @ £13.50 per hour (£1,350.00) + an additional 5 hours (£67.50) on parks and open spaces = £1,417.50.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1,417.50.  The Lengthsman will be asked to repaint the milestone at the junction of Brook Lane and Preston Road and cut back around the bench near the Crematorium.
Next Meeting:
   Monday 2nd November 2026 at 7.00pm
   Charnock Richard Community Centre (Parish Rooms), Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.


   Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9.02 pm

Chairman:









Date:
REPORT 1
a) Notification of temporary road closure on German Lane, on Sunday 29th November 2026 to enable detailed bridge exam works to be carried out.
b) Confirmation from County Councillor Wade that he has spoken with the builders responsible for the development of Buttermere Gardens, who has confirmed that they are going through the council adoption process but there is a delay due to a United Utilities survey needing completion in order to get a vesting certificate.  He has promised to update Councillor Wade when he knows more.  In the meantime Councillor Wade will contact LCC Officers to see if the process can be speeded up.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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